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“WHEREFORE RECEIVE YE ONE ANOTHER AS 
CHRIST ALSO RECEIVED US TO THE GLORY OF GOD” 
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‘‘God framed the _his- 
tory of the world in view 
of the coming of Christ. 
In the very beginning He 
chose a family whose line 
of descent should run di- 
»+etly from 


Eden to Bethlehem. 

This family took into 
covenant with Himself, 
and the promise of the 


‘In the past, Christ was, 
in the genealogies, step- 
ping Bethlehem-ward. Ev- 
ery time a new descendant 
in the covenant-line was 
born, the voice of proph- 


ecy shouted : 1915 


Christ is Coming! 

As ancestor was added 
to ancestor, the voice wax- 
ed louder and _ louder. 
Thus the shout was repeat- 
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ed and repeated until at 
last the angels and the 
magi and the shepherds 
and the watchers in the 
Temple answered back 


; that shout with the glad- 


der and louder shout: 


Christ Has Come! 


That is the Christmas 


} shout which to-day the 


Chureh of God throws to 


“O little town of Bethlehem! 
How still we see thee lie: 


covenant was that of the 
seed Christ should be born 
in the fulness of time. 


This covenant-line runs 
through the whole of the 
Old Testament as 


The Golden Thread 
runs through the beautiful 
fabric. Everything cen- 
ters in this covenant-line. 


Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by. 
Yet, in thy dark street shineth 
The Everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years, 
Are met in thee, to-night.” 

—Bishop Brooks. 


It unifies the Old Testa- 
ment. It is the cord upon 
which the pearls of history 
are strung.”’ 


the Chureh of God all 
through Christendom-- 
Christ has come!’’ 
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| All matter intended for the col- 
umns of this paper should be sent 
to the Kditer Herald ef Gespel Lib- 
| erty, Dayten, Ohie. Use pen and ink, 
or typewriter, rather than pencil. Do 
not abbreviate words, and write only 
on ene side of the paper. Do not rel 
but feld manuscript. Cemmunica- 
tions not accompanied by the author’s 
published. 


name, will not 
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GOD’S LOVE IN THE HEART 

Christ taught that one must have God’s 
love in his heart, if he would be His child, 
and have fellowship with Him. Christ made 
a marked distinction between those who had 
God’s love within them, and those who did 
not have it. He never intimated that God’s 
love had any place whatever in an uncon- 
verted one’s heart. On one occasion He 
said to unconverted ones: “Ye have not 
the love of God in you.” Christ completely 
knew the condition of such ones’ hearts. He 
cared nothing for the religious profession 
which such people might make. They called 
God their Father, but the Father did not 
own them as His children; and He did not 
own them, because His love was not in 
them. If they had possessed His love, they 
would have loved Christ, even as they pro- 
fessed to love the Father. This is a most 
logical conclusion. It is just as true to-day 
as it ever was. He who has God’s love in 
his heart must, most logically, love God with 
heartiness. He has no desire to speak dis- 
respectfully of the Father, nor of any of 
His words and works. And if one love the 
Father, he also loves the Son, and that one’s 
love is just as strong toward the Son as 
it is toward the Father. He who thinks 
that he can love the Father, and at the same 
time may withhold his love from the Son, 
makes a fatal blunder. He thereby gives 
proof that the love of God is not in him. 
There are many religious people who imag- 
ine that they can lovingly adore the Father, 
and yet deny the equality of the Son with 
the Father. 


They profess to have great reverence for 
the Father, but they speak irreverently of 
Christ. These facts show that the love of 
God is not in them. The love of God in 
one’s heart constrains him to love Christ 
with all of his heart; it also constrains him 
to love the Bible with holy ardor. Such a 
person could not be induced to speak re- 
proachfully of any part of the Holy Word 
of God. On the contrary, he will defend 
the Bible with all earnestness. Moreover, 
God’s love in one’s heart impels him to love 
all true people of God. How much of this 
great love have we in our hearts? Do un- 
saved ones know that we have any of it? 

C. H. WETHERBE. 


LEST WE FORGET 


The American Christian Convention in 
session at Springfield, upon recommendation 
of the Commission on Missions, adopted the 
following manifesto. It seems to me that 
it should challenge us to a larger service 
in the missionary enterprise. The individ- 
ual Christian cannot grow very much spir- 
itually unless he has an heroic missionary 
task before his own soul. It is the history 
of the local church that unless she has a 
vision of world-wide evangelization, she will 
not be able to fill her own local position. It 
cannot be said often enough, nor made em- 
phatic enough that God cannot prosper a 
non-missionary church. It is equally true 
that the conference must have a worthy 
missionary task if she is to be prosperea. 
It is time for us as members, officials, pas- 
tors to fully realize our responsibility as a 
denomination. It is time to pray until our 
prayer becomes real intercession. It is time 
for our laymen to become missionary advo- 
cates. May we not renew this manifesto at 
this Christmas time? 


MANIFESTO 


Devoutly grateful to Almighty God for 
manifold mercies and blessings heaped upon 
us during the quadrennium just closed, we, 
members of The American Christian Con- 
vention, gathered in the quadrennial session 
at Springfield, Ohio, for ourselves and 
brotherhood declare our fealty to God our 
Father, to Jesus Christ His Son, and to the 
Church universal of which we are a part; 
we deliberately and thankfully dedicate our- 
selves to advancing the kingdom of our 
Lord, and to spreading the gospel in this 
and other lands as we may be led and pros- 
pered, in fulfillment of the.commands laid 
by our Master upon the whole body of be- 
lievers and upon us, one and all. 


We, therefore, representatives of the 
Christian denomination in America, pledge 
ourselves, and summon our brotherhood, to 
unceasing efforts to greatly increase our 
missionary activity in the next four years, 
to enlarge our contributions until we realize 
the true measure of our Christian stewara- 
ship and adequately support and man our 
present missionary work, and until we shall 
fairly evangelize the million souls we have 
adopted as our Christian trust. 

May our purpose remain true, our zeal 
never flag, and may our prayer for the com- 
ing of the kingdom of God ceaseless and 
availing. 

AMEN. 
WARREN H. DENISON. 
Norfolk, Va. 





THE LAYMEN AT WORK 


One of the great needs of the Church 
now is for the laymen of the churches to 
take a more active and definite responsibil- 
ity in the local church and in the conference 
work. We believe the work of the king- 
dom is suffering because strong laymen are 
not willing to give sufficiently of their time 
and thought to the work of the Church and 
the kingdom. The National Missionary Cam- 
paign now on in the United States is doing 
a wonderful work if it only does the one 
thing of arousing our strong laymen to the 
importance of their definite contribution of 
time to the Lord’s special work. 

This is the way the Eastern Virginia Con- 
ference is planning a larger work by its 
laymen in the various interests of the king- 
dom. The conference at its annual session 
appointed a “Committee of Ten,’ six lay- 
men and four pastors, to plan larger things 
and deeper interests on the part of its lay- 
men. This “Committee of Ten” has ap- 
pointed a “key” man in each of the forty- 
two churches of the conference. The “Com- 
mittee of Ten,” with the “Committee of 
Forty-two,” and the pastors of the confer- 
ence, will meet in the Suffolk, Va., Chris- 
tian church at eleven a. m., January 27. 
A speaker has been chosen for the occasion 
and his address will be followed by several 
other speakers. The meeting will close with 
a luncheon together. This meeting will be 
to plan the work which seems best to be 
undertaken first. One of the plans that 
will be undertaken is that of having the 
“Committee of Ten,’ the “Committee of 
Forty-two,” and the pastors of the confer- 
ence to attend en masse the Richmond meet- 
ing of the National Missionary Campaign, 
Feb. 15-17, and to have a strong delegation 
at the National Missionary Congress at 
Washington, April 26-30. At the Suffolk 
meeting literature will be distributed, and 
plans will be laid for helping the work in 
the local churches. It is probable that a 
plan of visitation to each of the churches 
by a delegation of laymen will be inaugu- 
rated. This will be only a beginning of a 
definite work to be undertaken by the lay- 
men of this one conference. Mr. I. A. Luke, 
of Holland, Va., is the chairman, and Mr. 
E. E. Wagner, of Suffolk, is the Secretary 
of the ‘Committee of Ten.” 

WARREN H. DENISON. 
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FOR OTHER FOUNDATION CAN NO MAN LAY THAN THAT IS LAID, WuICH IS JESUS CiRIST.—1 COR. 3:11. 














THE CHRISTMAS IDEA—WHO ORIGINATED IT? 


have it, was not known in the days of Christ or His 


W E are quite assured that the Christmas festival, as we now 
apostles. Most certainly we celebrate it as the birthday 


of the Christ, but the celebration was not intro- 
duced by the Apostolic Church. Nominally, we 
celebrate it as the birthday of Jesus, but the man- 
ner of its celebration is not in keeping with the 
ideals of the early Church. It is true that we 
celebrate it as the birthday of Jesus, in name at 
least. It is also true that a great deal done in 
the name of this festival is more heathen than 
Christian. A few devout souls make it an occa- 
sion of worship in the celebration of the birthday 
of Jesus, but a great mass of the people make it 
a day of frolic and gluttony, a day of worldly 
pleasure and revelry. We all must admit that 
these things should not enter into the celebration 
of the birthday of the Savior of the world, but 
as a matter of fact, we know that these things are 
true and that they humiliate, rather than honor, 
the birth of Jesus. 

In the days of the early Church it was not even 
customary to celebrate the birth of distinguished 
persons—they celebrated the death of such peo- 
ple, but not the birth. It therefore seems clear 
that the Christmas festival, as celebrating the 
birth of Christ, did not originate with ‘the early 
Church, but later and under influences which, to 
say the least, were only partially Christian. It 
is claimed that in the fourth century the first 
observance of a festival in honor of the birth of 
Christ was celebrated. It seems the Church, even 
then, was drifting away from apostolic lines, and 
as a proof of this fact, it began to change the 
customs of the early Church and substitute for 
them others of their own making. In the fourth 
century a man by the name of Manes arose and 
presented to the people a bad mixture of heathen 
and Christian ideas, as truly representing Christ. 
It is said that in order to offset some of their 
teachings concerning the Christ, the Church 
ceased to celebrate the death of distinguished 
persons and began to celebrate their birth, and 
the first, whose birth was thus celebrated, was 
Jesus. So far as we can trace the facts in history 
this seems to have been the beginning of the 
Christmas festival in honor of the birth of Christ. 
But that was only a crude beginning. If the 
Church could then have been purely Christian, 
without a mixture of heathen teachings, we might 
have had a Christmas festival strictly in keeping 
with the character and ideals of the Christian 
religion. Such was not the case. Even then, all 
sorts of error sought to be affiliated with the re- 
ligion of the Christ, especially Gnosticism. Gnos- 
tics were a class of people who regarded them- 
selves as wiser than other people, though in fact, 
they were probably less wise than many others. 
It was with this air of superiority that they 
sought to dominate the Christian faith and turn 
it to depend upon human wisdom, rather than 
upon God. 

In the fifth century the Western Church or- 


dered the Christmas festival to be celebrated forever on the day 
on which the Romans had long observed as the day of the birth of 
Sol. There was then, as now, no certain knowledge of the real 
day of the birth of Christ. Among the Germans and Celtic peo- 
ples the winter solstice was regarded as a suitable time to hold 
festivals in honor of great events. The Yule log, the holly, and the 
mistletoe, and the wassail bowl were in common use, though more 
so among the pagans. At that time Christmas was celebrated 
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THE CHILD IN THE 
WINDOW 


Tradition tells us that a 
eentury after the first Christ- 
mas a missionary stood on the 
banks of the Arno River, tell- 
ing the story of the Christ- 
child. That night a Roman 
prince returned to his stone 
mansion to feast. Suddenly in 
the dark he heard a tap on the 
window, and looking up, he 
beheld a child’s face, a face 
beautiful enough to have been 
a model for Raphael’s cherubs, 
and lo, a voice, like music in 
the air, whispered “The Christ 
ehild is hungry.” Irritated, 
the prince sent the soldiers to 
drive the child away, but from 
that moment the rich viands 
became tasteless to the prince 
and his pleasure in feasting 
was gone. As he ate he seem- 
ed to be feeding on ashes and 
sand. Once more he looked 
up, startled by a second tap on 
the window, and behold the 
radiant Child was again stand- 
ing in the window, in the 
darkness of the cold and 
stormy night. As he listened, 
there came a voice, saying: 
“The Christ Child is cold.” In 
his selfishness the prince again 
bade the soldiers to drive the 
child away, and then directed 
the servants to draw the cur- 
tains close, that he might not 
again be disturbed. In that 
moment the very fire grew 
cold and the blazing embers 
threw off darkness, and a chill 
crept into the heart of this 
selfish prince. Then the ice 
began to melt! Springing up, 
he flung wide the door and 
plunged into the darkness, 
ealling for the Child. Faster 
and faster fled the vision, un- 
til it came to a house, where 
a widow was dead, and a 
group of little orphan chil- 
dren were sobbing in the 
night. Obedient to the Child’s 
command, the prince and his 
servants took them to his 
stately mansion, and brought 
other hungry children in, and 
feasted them, and henceforth 
his table was their table, his 
house their home, his sword 
their shield, his feet their 
wings. Some had thought 
their happiness was not for 
him, but in giving happiness 
to Christ’s children, his heart 
became the very citadel of joy 
and gladness.—N. D. H. 


BR OOO OO OO Oe OOO 


January 6. Later it was brought to December 24, 25, and it was 
celebrated at night, as there was a story generally believed told to 
the effect that Jesus was born at night. Now we celebrate Christ-. 


mas on December 25. 

It is no wonder then that the festival to-day has: 
in it such a mixture of unchristian ideas. The his- 
tory of Christmas is weighted down with marvel- 
ous stories of a miraculous kind. Of course, these 
are purely fictitious, or pagan at least. The cus- 
tom now so common of erecting a Christmas tree, 
as a part of the celebration, has not the shadow of 
divine sanction. It is supposed to have originated 
among the Romans, whence it got a footing among 
the Germans—thence to Great Britain and the 
United States. It has many pleasant features ana 
some that are in keeping with the Christian spirit, 
but the way it is celebrated,in many instances, can- 
not be said to be Christian, although many regard 
it as strictly a Christian festival. At best it is 
only partly so, and a small part at that. The 
Christmas festival, to be Christian, should breathe 
only the spirit of Christ and should be dedicated 
only to holy purposes, not to gormandizing and 
revelry in the flesh. 

Christian people must have higher ideals for the 
life they profess to live in Christ, else they will 
become a reproach to Jesus and a shame to them- 
selves and the Church. We need at Christmas 
time to feed the body less and the soul-life more. 
We are surfeiting the body and starving the soul. 
Only blind men and women will do that—we 
mean only men and women who are spiritually 
blind will do that sort of a thing—live that sort 
of a life. 


Christmas, as commemorating the birth of the 
Savior of the world, ought to be the highest ideal 
day in all of the life, except the Sabbath, or Lord’s. 
Day, which has been set apart for the worship 
of Almighty God and His Son, Jesus the Christ. 
When men and women are surfeited with food and 
drink for the body, the spirituality of the soul is 
paralyzed and fruitless. Certainly the day we 
keep in honor of the birth of our Savior should 
not be spent in any such fleshly way. We are 
called to a higher life and a higher and better 
service than gormandizing. God help the Chris- 
tian people to awake to their high privileges in 
Christ and to devote their best to His service and 
to His praise and glory. 


PROOF OF THE DIVINE ORIGIN OF 
CHRISTIANITY 

Many people, even professing Christian people, 
are asking again and again for some proof of 
the truth of Christianity. This is no new spirit— 
it was prevalent in the time when Christ was on 
earth and among men. They desired Him to give 
them a sign from Heaven. They did not seem to 
comprehend the fact that our assurance as Chris- 
tians comes to us, not through mere knowledge, 
but through faith. Faith is the telescope that 
makes truth, especially the truth of God, a living 


reality. Knowledge is helpful, wonderfully so, but it must be sus- 
tained by faith in the Son of God. Mark Hopkins has put the 
idea in admirable language thus: “When I see how fragmentary 
the structure of religious knowledge was left by nature, when I see 
how inadequate all the labors of men had proved for its completion 
—and when I look at the glorious and completed dome reared by 
Christianity, I cannot but feel that other than human hands have: 
been employed in its structure.” 
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That is a thoughtful expression of the 
work of faith. We grasp what is in our 
reach in the way of knowledge and then 
complete its imperfect parts by faith in the 
Son of God. If we had a religion that was 
merely human, we should see it crumble into 
dust even before it brought us to life and 
light and love in Christ. But our faith sus- 
tains the little knowledge we have and 
makes us more than conquerors in Christ. 


“THE CHURCH NEEDS YOU” 

In the city of Urbana, IIl., the city pas- 
tors furnish an editorial every Thursday 
for The Urbana Daily Courier. Recently 
Rev. Roy C. Helfenstein, pastor of the Ur- 
bana Christian church, furnished the follow- 
ing, on 

“The Church Needs You” 


The Church is God’s instrument in man’s 
hands to bring the world into a truer knowl- 
edge of life and a deeper appreciation of 
the Author of life. True, the Church has 
its defects, due to the unwise wielding to 
which it has been subject in the hands to 
which it has been entrusted. But, with all 
its defects, it stands as the moral redeem- 
ing agency of society. Every stream of 
charity and social service of our day can 
be traced back to the Fountain-head of the 
Church, for human service is the underlying 
principle of the Church. The Church seeks 
to enlist men and women in the cause of 
love, justice, and right living, mark them 
with the cross of Christ, and send them out 
to finish up the work which Christ began. 
The world’s truly great men and women of 
the past and present received from the 
Church the inspiration which set them on 
the way to greatness. 

Some say the Church is not so potent a 
factor in society to-day as it has been in the 
past, when life was less complex. Be that 
as it may, the Church is just as much the 
moral and religious leavening power of so- 
ciety as it ever was. As a spiritual leaven 
in the social order, the Church is doing its 
work quietly, but effectively. It may not be 
able to make Christians out of all men in 
this generation, but it is making conditions 
such that all men are living in a more 
Christian atmosphere. 

It is indeed trite, but nevertheless true, 
to say that if every man and woman in 
Urbana loved the Church and lived up to 
its teachings, there would be no cause for 
us to lock our doors—our property would be 
as safe, though unprotected, as when our 
friends visit us in our homes. Mothers 
would not have to spend weary hours wor- 
rying about their sons and daughters being 
enticed away from the path of truth and 
right by evil associates. Our boys and girls 
would be safe, our homes would be safe, 
our city would be safe. The city author- 
ities would not have to experience the em- 
barrassment of having to arrest bootleggers 
in order to secure the votes of the temper- 
ance people, and then turn around and let 
the bootleggers off with minimum fine in 
order to secure the votes of the whiskey 
crowd, for there would be no bootlegging 
offenders and no whiskey crowd if every- 
body in Urbana were true to the church. 

The Church stands for the highest stand- 
ards of moral conduct. It stands for social 
and for political justice. It stands for man 
and God. That is why the Church needs 
you. If the Church has hypocrites, and it 
has, suppose you, who are not lined up with 
the Church, take your place in its ranks 
and set such a noble example before them 
of consistent Christian living that they will 
be moved to repent of their sins and be 
converted. If you feel that you know what 
kind of a man a Christian should be, and 
wherein he should differ from other men, 
how can you ease your conscience in re- 
fusing to be such a man yourself and help- 
ing the Church by your influence? A per- 
son with such high high ideals as you have 
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of what a Christian man should be ought 
to show the sincerity of his convictions by 
giving the Church the benefit of such an 
ideal life. The business of the Church is 
to make just such ideal men as you say 
Christians should be. So you see that you 
and the Church have a common ideal of 
what it means to be a Christian. But you 
are really telling the whole truth when you 
say that you believe in the things for 
which the Church stands and yet you your- 
self refusing to stand with you? 

No matter whether you are rich or poor; 
no matter whether you are an employer 
or an employe; no matter whether you are 
a sinner or a saint, the Church needs you. 
If you think the Church is a benefit to 
your city, you ought in all fairness to re- 
spond to its need of you. Think it over— 
if the Church is a benefit to your city, and 
it is, for you would not want to live in a 
city where there were no churches, are you 
playing fair with the Church if you fail to 
give it the advantage of your moral support, 
by taking an active interest in its work 
and by attending its services? If you are 
a sinner, go to the church and learn of 
God’s redeeming power, that your life may 
count for the higher things in life. If you 
are a Christian, but not line up with some 
church in this city, get out your church 
letter if you have it, or write for one if 
you haven’t, and begin doing business for 
God. The Church needs you, and you need 
the Church. 





Mentionings 





*** Dr. Morrill attended the Laymen’s 
Convention at Toledo last week and he says 
it was a great meeting. 


*** Rev. W. T. Herndon, late of Elon 
College, N. C., has moved with his family 
to Ashboro, N. C. 


*** Rev. H. E. Rountree, Portsmouth, 
Va., is in danger of losing his voice. That 
is a serious matter. We trust he may be 
spared such a loss and that he may soon 
again enjoy his preaching as of old. 


*** The Hermitage (Mo.) Index, in re- 
ferring to the work of Dr. O. B. Whitaker, 
tells of a recent address Dr. Whitaker de- 
livered on Essentials of True Manhood, say- 
ing: “His address was masterly, the crowd 
attentive, and at the close of his speech 
commending remarks were heard on every 
side.” 

*** In our last issue in the poem, My 
Old Cabin Home, one word was omitted in 
the last line of the fourth stanza and there- 
by spoiled the meter, if not the thought. 
That line should read: “Where no heart- 
breaking changes can come.” We ask those 
who may read or sing the words to keep 
this correction in mind, please. 


*** Tt seems quite impossible to convince 
the people that all anonymous letters sent 
to the editor are useless. He rarely takes 
time to read a letter sent to him without 
a bona fide signature. This fact has been 
published over and over in these columns, 
and yet anonymous letters continue to come. 
Well, if you have nothing else to engage 
your attention, let them continue to come, 
but be assured that all anonymous letters 
will go to the waste-basket. A letter in- 
tended for THE HERALD, or privately for the 
editor, when no name is signed, will get no 
attention, except by the waste-basket. 


*** Our Master has certainly blessed our 
labors for Him during the past year. Never 
have we found men so anxious to hear the 
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plain, simple Word of God. Our campaign 
for January, 1916, will be in Ohio. We 
have two weeks’ time in February not yet 
taken.—Rev. W. W. Roberts, Evangelist, 
Crawfordsville, Ind. 

*** Rev. J. W. Harrell, D. D., will begin 
a meeting with the First Church, Dayton, 
about the middle of January. 


*** Christmas has come and will soon be 
gone, and yet the missionaries in Porto Rico 
are still having to do without that auto- 
mobile. If a few of our well-to-do people 
could see the need as it exists, we believe 
the “auto” could be on the way to Porto 
Rico within the next ten days. Will you 
help? If so, report the fact to Rev. M. T. 
Morrill, D. D., Dayton, Ohio, and kindly do 
it quickly, for the need is urgent and must 
be met in some way. Will you help? 


*** Miss Watkins, whose articles on Why 
the Common People Heard Jesus Gladly, ap- 
pearing in our last issue and this, is devot- 
ing herself to the uplift of the people in the 
Blue Ridge Mountains in her native county 
of Rockingham, Va. She knows them well 
and understands their needs. She has had 
special training for her work, having taken 
a course of study, and we believe a fuil 
course, in the Missionary Training School 
in Brooklyn, N. Y. If you miss her articles, 
you miss a treat. 


*** The friends who have ordered Garden 
Spots in the Old Testament may not all 
receive the book by Christmas day, but they 
will be along shortly. The delay is due to 
the rush at the binders’—we mean the 
Christmas rush. It seems quite impossible to 
get enough ready in time for the Christmas 
holidays to fill the orders, but at the earliest 
moment possible the book will be sent. We 
regret that all could not be supplied, but 
we cannot make men do more than they can 
do. 


*** There was a meeting in Dayton last 
Monday of a number of ministers, repre- 
senting the Ohio State Christian Associa- 
tion, making ready for active work for the 
year 1916. Rev. John S. Halfaker, Field 
Secretary, was present and outlined the 
plans for the work for the coming year. He 
feels the outlook is encouraging, judging 
from the expression given, not only by him- 
self, but by a number of ministers and lay- 
men. The notice given for Monday’s meet- 
ing was very short, and yet about fifty per 
cent. of those notified were present. 


*** We have a number of interesting 
articles in this issue on lines of thought in 
keeping with the Christmas spirit. These 
articles come to us from several States and 
from several different denominations; one is 
from Rev. John Y. Ewart, D. D., of Colo- 
rado Springs, Colo.; one is from Prof. Her- 
bruck, of Central Theological Seminary, 
Dayton, Ohio; another is from Miss Chace, 
of Pennsylvania; another (in the Sunday- 
school Department) is from Mrs. Bullock, 
of Virginia, and still another, Advance 
Chimes for Christmas, is made up of fine 
selections sent to us by Bro. C. T. Wettstein, 
of Milwaukee, Wis: We wish our readers 
may get more good out of this intellectual 
and spiritual feast than they do out of their 
big Christmas dinner, but the more modest 
their Christmas dinner may be, within rea- 
son, the more good they may get from this 
department of our paper for this week. 





*** Have you done your part for Defiance 
College? Do not forget that most important 
work. 


*** Do not miss the poems in this issue. 
The poet not only uses good language, but 
good ideas. Read what the poets say. 


*** Bro. P. T. Rathbun, of Springfield, 
Ohio, a brother of our Business Manager, 
has been quite ill of late, but was reported 
better on Monday of this week. His many 
friends wish for him a speedy and complete 
recovery. 


*** Dr. Powers was at the meeting of the 
Federal Council Executive Committee in 
Columbus last week. Among the noteu 
speakers was President Woodrow Wilson. 


*** THE HERALD is full of good matter 
this week. Though we have surrendered two 
pages of editorial space for our contrib- 
utors, yet we are unable to get all in. Be 
patient, beloved, we shall hope to catch up 
later. 


*** Tn this issue appears a fine article on 
God’s Great Plan for the Holy Ghost Dis- 
pensation, from the pen of Rev. C. F. Bald- 
win, who is pastor of the Christian church 
at Portland, Ind. He is a man of good 
training, and a good writer, as well as a 
good preacher. Do not miss reading his 
paper. 


*** The secretary of one of our churches 
wishes to know what are the duties of the 
trustees of a local church in the Christian 
denomination. He also wishes to know if 
the names of trustees have to be recorded 
in the county records before they can be 
legally trustees. What is the law governing 
all local officers? In answering, we may say 
there is no uniform law of the Church on 
that question. The local church defines the 
duties. As to the law of the selection of 
trustees, the law differs in different States, 
so you will have to go to the legal author- 
ities to find what the law is in your State— 
we do not know. 


*** We had a call this week from Rev. 
J. R. Cortner, of Jireh, Wyoming. He is 
the picture of health and full of hope for 
Jireh College and for the new colony. The 
college is growing. It became necessary to 
build a dormitory for young ladies during 
the past year. That is now crowded and 
the boys are beginning a plea for a dorm- 
itory for young men. Well, that is right, 
for a growing child becomes more expensive 
each year. It would be a strange father 
who would wish to arrest the growth of 
his boy or girl in order to save expense. 
Jireh must have help and more help, and 
for the reason that it is growing and doing 
year by year greater work for the cause of 
Christ. 


*** Give us more like him! Kentucky 
has recently elected a new Governor, A. O. 
Stanley. In going into office he made a pub- 
lic promise that during his term of office 
not one drop of intoxicating liquor shall be 


admitted to the executive mansion, nor serv- 
ed at any dinner given by the Governor— 
that he himself personally will be a total 
abstainer during his term of office. He 
further said he would give little attention 
to men who seek to do business with him, as 
the Governor of Kentucky, if it was clear 
that they have been drinking. His reason 
for this course is that the State of Kentucky 
demands of him the very best service there 
is in him, and he knows that this cannot 
be given if he, or others, attempt to do 
the State’s business under the influence of 
liquor. Hurrah for old Kentucky and her 
brave Governor! 


*** Orders continue to come for Camp- 
ing Along the Master’s Trail. We much 
regret that we cannot furnish a single copy, 
as the last copy was sold more than one 
year ago. Garden Spots in the New Testa- 
ment is ready—that is a book of about the 
same size as Camping Along the Master’s 
Trail and sells at fifty cents a copy, or if 
you take four copies at that price, we will 
send you one extra copy, free or charge, 
for your trouble in selling the other four. 
So far the orders are coming in very en- 
couragingly. Almost one-fourth of the en- 
tire edition was sold before the book came 
from the binder’s, and orders are coming 
practically every day. If you wish a copy, 
do not delay to order it, or you may be too 
late, as so many were in ordering Camping 
Along the Master’s Trail. Some who delay- 
ed in ordering, when they were all sold, 
offered double the price for a copy, but could 
not get it. 


*** Let us give him a letter-shower! 
Rev. Jas. W. Wellons, D. D., Elon College, 
N. C., will be ninety years old January 1, 
1916. He has been one of the most faithful 
men in the ministry of the Christian Church 
in the South and always in the lead in every 
enterprise for the advancement of the 
cause. He has borne the heat and burdens 
of the day in which he has lived and served, 
and now that he is about to reach the 
ninetieth milestone on life’s journey, it 
seems fitting that hundreds of our people, 
North, South, East, and West, make his 
ninetieth birthday the occasion of a shower 
of letters, expressing our high appreciation 
of his long life and great usefulness to the 
cause. Let us honor the old veteran of the 
Cross with a few hundred brotherly letters. 
Will you be one to write to him? The Lord 
willing, we will. Mail your letter December 
29, 30, or 31, according to the distance your 
letter must travel in order to reach him 
on January 1. Letters from California and 
other equally distant places should be mail- 
ed at least by December 27. Do not forget. 
Such a tribute of appreciation will mean 
much to the aged pilgrim in the sunset hour 
of life. 


*** Our Catholic friends are very much 
worried over criticism heaped upon them by 
certain papers, and at last they have begun 
to sue the papers for damages done to their 
cause. They have been after Thos. E. Wat- 
son, of Georgia, for three years, trying to 
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convict him of improper use of the mails. 
Recently the suit was tried. It failed—ten 
of the jury standing for his acquittal and 
two for his condemnation. The offense of 
Mr. Watson was that he published in Wat- 
son’s Magazine, or in The Jeffersonian, ex- 
tracts from certain Catholic books, showing 
what the priests say to women in the con- 
fessional. The Catholics claimed that the 
language used was so impure that it was 
against the law to allow it to go through 
the mails. Think of it!—seeking to sue a 
man for publishing to the world language 
which they had printed in their own books, 
and all because it was unfit to pass through 
the mails. Well, if it were unfit to pass 
through themails,in Mr. Watson’s paper, was 
it not also unfit to pass through the mails in 
the books of the Catholic Church? Alas, 
where is consistency? Now in January 
comes the suit against The Menace, of Mis- 
souri. Of course, if The Menace is guilty 
of lying against the Catholic Church, or 
her institutions, then The Menace must pay 
the price, but if she has told the truth, we 
trust she may be able to prove the fact 
and so share with Mr. Watson in the vic- 
tory of a free press. Truth is truth and 
right is right, no matter who gets hit. 


*** Dr. Wilbur F. Crafts gives the Chris- 
tian public and others, too, warning against 
certain magazines which are not fit to be 
read in the home, or elsewhere. He declares 
that these magazines are chiefly devoted 
“to exploiting sex, now multiplying like a 
plague of frogs, which are none the less 
dangerous that the nastiest things are said 
in polite language.” Dr. Crafts calls atten- 
tion to the fact that in some religious read- 
ing rooms and in some Christian homes 
one sees magazines that were once devoted 
to civic righteousness, whose pages are now 
crowded with stories which are unfit to be 
read by the young people and ought not to 
find a place in any Christian home. At this 
season of the year when publications are 
redoubling their efforts to secure new sub- 
seribers, great care should be exercised in 
the selection of the publications that will 
be read during the next year. Dr. Crafts 
suggests that the reading habits of the pub- 
lic might be improved by introducing and 
promoting Twilight Talks on Books and 
Magazines in public libraries in the leisure 
hour between supper and evening engage- 
ments. There are always men and women 
in every community who will gladly give 
the time to prepare discriminating discus- 
sion of current literature. That is the 
way The Christian Observer talks of this 
danger to which Dr. Crafts has called atten- 
tion, and none too soon. Let our readers 
keep these facts in mind when they sub- 
scribe for magazines—see that you take no 
magazine that stands for these unseemly 
and unchristian tendencies. Your home does 
not need that sort of literature. Get good 
Christian literature, or at least only that 
which is highly moral and helpful. If you 
get only Christian literature, then you make 
sure of both morals and Christian prin- 
ciples. Take heed what you read! 
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The Nativity of Our Lord and Kindred Themes 


IT IS CHRISTMAS! CATCH THE MEANING, ERE THE MESSAGE BE TOO LATE; 
FOR GOD’S WARNING FINGER WRITES AGAIN UPON THE BOOK OF FATE; 
WHERE HUMAN MIGHT IS TOPPLING WITH THE CHANGES SOON TO COME, 
IS THERE PLACE FOR MESSIAH—FOR A SAVIOR IS THERE ROOM? 


THE PEDIGREE OF THE PRINCE 
BY REV. JOHN Y. EWART, D. D. 


I find in this first chapter of the New 
Testament the pedigree of the divine Prince 
of Peace, the family tree of Jesus Christ. 
This long list of forty-two genealogical 
names is not considered by many to be the 
most interesting reading. These “many” 
do not find in it spiritual nourishment. But 
real honey comes out of this rock in re- 
sponse to diligent and prayerful study as 
truly as the Israelites @& 
found abundance of honey 
:and oil in Canaan, even in 
those parts that were least 
fertile (Deut. 32:18). 

The Jews kept genealog- 
ical registers which were 
open to public inspection. 
Oneofthesetraced 
Christ’s descent through 
Joseph, His reputed fath- 
er. This is given by St. 
Matthew. The other table 
of Christ’s genealogy 
traced Hisdescent through 
Mary, His mother. This 
is given by St. Luke. St. 
Matthew follows Christ’s 
forefathers back to Abra- 
ham, St. Luke back to 
Adam. They both tend to 
strengthen our faith in 
the Messiahship; the deity 
of the Son of Mary. 

I learn from this long 
list of names, extending 
through forty-two genera- 
tions, that God never gives 
up or gets discouraged. 

“He shall not fail nor 
be discouraged” (Isa 44: 
4). 

Human hearts grow 
weary and faint with long 
waiting for some cherish- 
ed hope to be realized, but 
God never. He works on 
and waits on through the 
years, the centuries, the 
millenniums. The promise 
of a divine Savior was 
given as far back as the 
time of Adam and Eve 
(Gen. 3:15). But that 
Savior was not born in 
Bethlehem for thousands of years after that. 


“Deep in unfathomable mines 
Of never-failing skill, 
He treasures up His bright designs 
And works His sovereign will.” 


Learn a lesson of patience and persever- 
ance. You say the redemption of a lost 
world was a stupendous task and God could 
afford to wait for such a glorious result 
as He foresaw and still foresees. True, 
but if that is true, is it not also true that 
the salvation of even one soul, the develop- 
ment and ripening of even one character 


along right lines is a stupendous task? This 
aiso is worth while and warrants our wait- 
ing and our work. 

“You can grow a head of lettuce in six 
weeks,” says Henry Ward Beecher, “but 
you cannot grow an oak tree in fifty years. 
imines When you want low things, common 
things, you can have them quick: but if 
you want high and good things you must 
wait for them.” Knowing how highly God 
esteems a Christ-like life, believe me, it is 


Bells, 


HEARD the bells 

of Christmas Day 

Their old familiar 

carols play ; 

And mild and sweet 
Their words repeat 

Of peace on earth, good 

will to men! 


And thought how, as the 
day had come, 
The belfries of all Christ- 
endom 
Had rolled along 
The unbroken song 
Ot! peace on earth, good will to men! 
Till ringing, singing, on its way 
The world resolved from‘night to day 
A voice, a chime, 
A chant sublime 
OF peace.on earth,: good will to 
men | 


But in despair I bowed my head; 
“There is no peace on earth,” I 
said, 
For hate is strong, 
And mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, good will to men! 
Then pealed the bells more loud and deep; 
God is not dead, nor doth He Sleep ; 
The wrong shall fail, 
_ The right prevail, 
With peace on earth, good will 
to men! LoNnGFELLow. 





worth while to spend time and put forth 
effort in its cultivation. 

I learn also from this uninviting list of 
unfamiliar names that we have a promise- 
keeping God. That rebellious people of 
Israel, in spite of their repeated apostasies, 
were dear to Jehovah as the apple of His 
eye. He never forgot His promise of world- 
redemption through them. What Joshua 
told them in his farewell address at the 
close of his long life of one hundred and 
ten eventful years will be found universally 
true of the divine faithfulness to His own 
Word: 


“Ye know in all your hearts and in all 
your souls that not one thing hath failed 
of all the good things which the Lord 
your God spake concerning you; all are 
come to pass unto you, and not one thing 
hath failed thereof” (Josh. 23: 14). 

I learn also that the sinfullest and un- 
worthiest of the sons and daughters of men 
are very dear to Jesus Christ. Looking 
over this genealogical table, you find some 
strange names in it. For example, Ruth, 
the Moabitess. She was a Gentile and the 
Jews regarded all Gentiles 
as dogs. But this Gentile 
woman is the ancestress 
of Jesus Christ. Thus 
does our divine Savior 
humble Himself and iden- 
tify Himself with Gentiles 
as well as Jews, that He 
might partake of the na- 
ture of our common hu- 
manity. You find in this 
list also the name of a 
woman of ill repute, four 
generations before David, 
showing that although 
Jesus was sinless and ever 
the foe of sin, He identi- 
fied Himself with the im- 
perfections of our human- 
ity. “He was made sin 
for us who knew no sin 
that we might be made the 
righteousness of God 
through Him (2 Cor. 
5:22). 

To-day Jesus saves to 
the uttermost. His t1ove 
reaches down into the 
heaps of common rubbish, 
the off-scourings of hu- 
manity, and picks up jew- 
els for His crown. Read 
Mr. Harold Begbie’s books 
for illustrations of the 
marvelous triumphs of 
grace among the lowest of 
the low. What God hath 
cleansed call not thou 
common. 

I learn also from Jesus’ 
family tree, that no mat- 
ter how inconspicuous and 
unknowntothe great 
world any person may 
be, God has a plan 
for his or her life. Most of these 
names are unknown to fame. They were 
not known outside the neighborhood in 
which they lived. But they are links in the 
chain of our divine Savior’s pedigree. They 
are thus made a part of God’s great plan 
for the salvation of a lost world. Uncon- 
sciously to them, each of these inconspic‘- 
ous people is exalted into immortal honor. 
And so it is to-day with every one who is 
willing to be used as God wills. You may 
never be known outside of the community 
in which you now live. But you may havea 
share, if you will, in the stupendous enter- 
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prise which brought the Son of Mary into 
the world. By opening your heart to the 
entrance of the Divine Spirit, you may be 
a blessing and a joy to all who know you, 
a source of cheer and comfort and help, a 
light in the darkness, a cooling, restful 
shadow in a weary land. 

As each of these forty-two persons be- 
longed to the royal line of Christ’s progen- 
itors, so may you also belong to the royal 
line of Christ’s kingdom. He who thus links 
himself with Christ in the carrying of the 
world’s crosses will wear a crown with 
Christ in the happy hereafter. If we suffer 
with Him, we shall also reign with Him 
(Rom. 8: 17; 5:17). You will thus be high- 
born in the worthiest sense. You will be 
a relation and heir of the Divine Prince 
(See Isa. 46: 4, 5; Rom. 8: 18-17; Matt. 12: 
46-50). Did not Jesus Himself say this in 
the last-named passage? 

“Whosoever shall do the will of my Fath- 
er which is in heaven, the same is my 
brother and sister and mother.” 


Colorado Springs, Colo. 


THE TRUE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 
BY EDWARD HERBRUCK, D. D., 
Professor of Church History, Central Theological 
Seminary, Dayton, Ohio 

There is not one of the great holidays 
observed by the Church that has had so 
much written about it as Christmas, and it 
would seem that there was nothing more 
that could be said about it. And yet at 
every return of the season the Christmas 
message has the same charm for us that it 
had in the long ago, and there certainly is 
no lack of literature on the subject. We do 
not tire of it any more than we tire of the 
flowers of summer or the light of the moon 
upon the snows of winter. As the hour 
draws near which ushers in the festal day, 
we still listen for the angelic song, and 
while we watch and wait, we behold the 
wise men riding out of the East upon their 
camels, following the Star of Him who is 
the world’s Redeemer. 


The bells which ring out so sweetly from 
country and village church, as well as from 
cathedral spire, bring the same message to 
the heart as they did years ago. We believe 
also that the true spirit of Christmas is 
more and more coming to the front, and its 
significance is being better known as the 
years roll on and all men are beginning to 
feel that they are brothers. There was a 
time when the Christmas spirit was largely 
a selfish spirit, and when the generous im- 
pulse was almost wholly confined to one day 
and to the immediate family, with little or 
no thought of the poor who, from the out- 
side, were able to look into the windows 
of the rich and see the tree with its gifts, 
and the generous warmth and comfort, 
while their own feet were cold in the snow, 
and their own hearts saddened with the 
thought that no man cared for them. It 
has come to be recognized that those outside 
in the snow and those in the hospitals, and 
orphans’ homes, and in the dreary tenements 
and streets belong to Jesus as much as those 
in the light and cheer of the mansion. The 
only thought of Christ was for sinful man, 
for the poor and unfortunate, and we will 
never have the true spirit of Christmas un- 
less we feel towards our brethren as he felt. 
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Though Christ came to save, the multi- 
tudes have no proper appreciation of the 
day. In the older days in England, the one 
idea prevailed that it was a day for un- 
seemly carousals. Then the Puritans went 
to the other extreme and strove to abolish 
not only Christmas, but also all other fes- 
tivals as savoring too much of popery and 
the world. It is said that John Bunyan, 
when confined in Bedford jail, and living 
on poor fare, refused to eat mince pie be- 
cause it formed part of the food at the 
ungodly revels during the Christmas season. 
I am afraid that we in this latter day have 
been drawn into the idea of commercialism, 
stripping the day of all spirituality and giv- 
ing it over to festivity. It does not take 
long for the world to destroy the reverence 
and Christ-life in the soul, when once it 
gets into the heart. It is said that one of 
the wise men who came to Bethlehem to see 
Him who was born King of the Jews, died 
on his homeward journey, and was buried 
by His companions at the foot of a moun- 
tain in a strange land, and that on every 
recurrence of the Savior’s birth a star ap- 
pears and a marvelous light fills the sky, 
and the sweetest notes are heard above that 
lonely grave. For ages the people who saw 
and heard bowed their heads in awe, but 
finally they became so engaged in other 
things that at last the wonderful vision had 
no effect on them. Is it not true with many 
to-day that the festivities take up all the 
room in the heart, so that the significance 
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of the season is lost? The vision appears 
no more, the heavenly voices are silent, and 
the skies are black and without a star. But 
I am thankful to-night that, above the din 
of war and the discordant notes of strife 
and covetousness, the ear that listens can 
hear the angelic music still. 

After all, what is Christmas if it is not 
a day when the heart goes out to others? 
It is not the mere giving of presents. It 
is not a mere merry-making at home or in 
the church. It is the celebration of the 
great truth that God provided a Savior for 
the race. If Christmas is not a benediction 
to some one, then it is a failure. The Christ 
Spirit was not a contracted Spirit. It is 
not possible to show the Spirit of the Mas- 
ter unless we show it throughout the twelve 
months. In the days of old the English 
lord stood at his gate on Christmas morning 
and bestowed upon the poor such things as 
they needed, or they were invited within 
to enjoy a bounteous feast. In an old writ- 
ing we learn how the day was observed in 
the year 1711. Sir Roger de Coverly says: 
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“T have often thought it happens very well 
that Christmas should fall out in the middle 
of the winter. It is the most dead, uncom- 
fortable time of the year, when the poor 
people would suffer very much from their 
poverty and cold if they had not good cheer, 
warm fires, and Christmas gambols to sup- 
port them. I love to rejoice their poor 
hearts at this season, and to see the whole 
village merry in my great hall. I have al- 
ways a piece of cold beef and a mince pie 
upon the table, and am wonderfully pleased 
to see my tenants pass away a whole even- 
ing in playing their innocent tricks on one 
another.” This was good, so far as it went, 
but during the rest of the year those same 
people were not thought of. If only we 
could be kind every day, speak no harsh, 
biting words, disappoint no one, never be 
unfair, be tender-hearted and loving, with 
memories that quickly forget injuries, what 
a blessed thing it would be! Has it ever 
occurred to you what a benediction you 
might be to others if you had the right 
spirit within your own heart? Everywhere 
there are souls that are hungering for love. 
What have you done to satisfy that hunger? 
To do just as Christ would do were He here, 
that is the true Christmas spirit. 


CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS 
BY MISS L. W. CHACE 


Christmas should bring happiness to all, 
but we get mixed in with the throng who 
hurry and worry so, and in some way the sea- 
son which should be joyous becomes a bur- 
den. A quiet determination that we will 
not be so troubled with it, will help to 
smooth out our minds. And if we try, we 
can so govern our thoughts, our plans, and 
work, that nothing will creep in to destroy 
the happiness which should be ours at this 
time. 

The Society for the Prevention of Useless 
Giving are still trying to reform us from 
the custom of useless giving. And as long 
as we purpose in our hearts to give where 
we can exact as much in return, there is 
need of reformation. Very few of us care 
to run our friendships, on the “exchange- 
column” plan; but the habit, once fixed, is 
hard to break. I know of no better way 
to overcome it than to announce that our 
giving will be directed, at this particular 
time, to some special benevolent work. If 
we would do this once in a while, our Christ- 
mas list would simmer down to about the 
right proportion. 

Christmas time seems to be a time desig- 
nated to surprises. Unexpected remem- 
brances and unknown benefactors have an 
important place in the work of giving cheer. 
Pure joy is ours when we plan surprises, 
where our identity will never be revealed. 
I cannot tell you how it thrills, this kind of 
joy, try it and see. 

To me it is not the value of the gift 
that is appreciated, but the thought em- 
bodied in the gift. Back in the archives of 
memory, most of us keep a mental catalogue 
of names and faces of those who, sometime 
during the years, in crossing our way, gave 
just the encouragement, help, and prayer 
we needed; but whom we kept not within 
the choice circle of friends, on account of 
the vicissitudes of life. Just to vary the 
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spice of our Christmas preparation, let us 
remember in some little way, some of these. 


Perhaps you know of some forlorn old 
person, not a friend, who needs a bit of 
cheer; or some minister who has drifted 
from charge to charge, and yet has not 
drifted from your memory; or some neglect- 
ed child to make glad, these are the ones to 
whom there is no danger of useless giving. 

Oftentimes I think it is not our gifts, 
or our money, that we should share, but 
ourselves. A little incident of last summer 
helps to prove it. Some ladies were return- 
ing from church service. As they walked 
along, a young lady, prettily dressed, cross- 
ed the street ahead of them. “There’s a 
girl who could be so useful!” exclaimed one. 

“Yes,” was the reply, “with her talent, 
how much she could help!” 

Her talent was her voice and with train- 
ing for both singing and playing, she had 
rare opportunities for giving. But she saw 
few places, in a little country village, peopled 
with shut-ins, hard-toiling men, tired moth- 
ers, little children eager to learn, and four 
struggling churches, to give herself. 

Send your Christmas thoughts, your gifts, 
and yourself, as far as possible, with cheer, 
this Christmastide. Barren of the Christ 
Spirit, our most costly gifts become mere 
baubles of display. And the gist of it all, 
for you and for me, is contained in these 
few words: To keep Christmas is to share 
it. For it is not what we give, but what 
we share that glorifies the birthday of the 
King Immanuel, and they who keep Christ- 
mas best are those who share it most. 


ADVANCE CHIMES OF CHRISTMAS IN 
PROSE AND POETRY 


COMPILED BY CARL THEODORE WETTSTEIN 





INTRODUCTORY 


“And there were in the same country shepherds 
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. And, lo! the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them. And they were sore afraid. And the 
angel said unto them, Fear not! for behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be 
to all people. For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior which is Christ the Lord..... 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.” St. Luke 2: 8-14. 





“The happy Christmas comes once more, 
The heavenly Guest is at the door.” 





Christmas again is near at hand. Christ- 
mas! That beautiful, that most wonderful 
day, which brings more joy and happiness 
into the hearts of old and young than any 
other day of the year. For centuries 
Christmas has filled the hearts of men and 
women with love and sympathy for the poor 
and the afflicted, and the sunshine they 
brought on this day into their homes and 
hearts found a reflection in their own 
hearts. There is no other word in the 
English language that combines love, sym- 
pathy, and charity in such measure as 
Christmas. 

May the following “Advance (or Advent) 
Chimes of Christmas” assist in opening up 
the heart of the reader for the “true Christ- 
mas Spirit” (not a Santa Claus spirit), so 
that He can enter who is the source of all 
real peace and happiness, and whose birth- 
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day the whole civilized world will soon 
again celebrate.—Selected. 





PEACE CHRISTMAS 
O Bethlehem, O Bethlehem, 
Thine heart is light to-day; 
O Bethlehem, O Bethlehem, 
Thy peace has come to stay. 
No more is strife within ‘hy bounds, 
The nations are at casc; 
Good-will, instead of ill, abounds, 
Brought by the Prince of Peace. 


O Palestine, O Palestine, 
Thine heart is light to-day; 
O Palestine, O Palestine, 
Thy peace has come to stay. 
The voice of liberty is heard, 
From bondage came release: 
Sweet fellowship in deed and word, 
Brought by the Prince of Peace. 


O fallen world, O fallen world, 
Thine heart is light to-day; 
O risen world, O risen world, 
Thy peace has come to stay. 
Thy wars must cease, thy song must grow, 
Health banish all disease; 
World-brotherhood in triumph glow— 
Gifts of the Prince of Peace. 
—Christian Work. 





BEHOLD YOUR KING! 
Behold your King! Though the moonlight 
steals 
Through the silvery sprays of the olive 
tree, 
No star-gemmed scepter or crown it reveals, 
In the solemn shade of Gethsemane. 
Only a form of prostrate grief, 
Fallen, crushed, like a broken leaf! 
O, think of His sorrow, that we may know 
The depth of love in the depth of woe! 


Behold your King! Is it nothing to you 
That the crimson tokens of agony 
From the kingly brow must fall, like dew, 
Through the shuddering shades of Geth- 
semane? 
Jesus Himself, the Prince of Life, 
Bows in mysterious mortal strife; 
O, think of His sorrow, that we may know 
The unknown love in the unknown woe! 


Behold your King! 
crowned, 

Alone, alone in the valley is He! 

The shadows are gathering round, 

And the cross must follow Gethsemane. 
Darker and darker the gloom must fall; 
Filled is the cup, He must drink it all! 

O, think of His sorrow, that we may know 
His wondrous love in His wondrous woe! 
—Frances Ridley Havergal. 


With His sorrow 





THE FIR-TREE 


Out within the cool, dark forest, 

Where a sunbeam never strayed, 
Grew a sturdy little fir-tree, 

That for nesting birds seemed made. 
And its sweet and spicy odor 

Filled the woodland far and near, 
While the quiet stars above it 

Shone with radiance bright and clear. 


Summer dew upon it glistened, 
Winter snow upon it fell, 

Soft winds wooed and keen blasts shook it, 
Yet it grew and flourished well; 
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Till one day it was transplanted 
To a room so full of light 

That the little tree was dazzled 
By the strange, uncanny sight. 


On its branches lighted tapers 
Hung like fairy lamps aglow, 

Golden chains entwined around it, 
Wreaths like winter’s drifted snow. 

Then the soul within it wakened— 
It had given its life to be 

From its woodland home transplanted, 
And become a Christmas tree. 

—Helen M. Richardson. 

Waltham, Massachusetts. 





HIS BIRTH-NIGHT—A CHRISTMAS 
SKETCH 


The cool, still night covered the land with 
its mystic veil. The Nazarene hills loomed 
up in clear-cut outline against the velvet 
star-jeweled sky. The village sounds had 
long since died away, and out on the shad- 
owed hills the shepherds had rolled them- 
selves in their blankets, and only the watch- 
man was left to feel the night’s magnifi- 
cence. 

Ever on such a night as this old Azra 
became thoughtful, and gazed with awe into 
the living heavens. He sank upon his knees 
while his lips moved in prayer to the God 
of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, his 
shepherd fathers. He sprang to his feet 
and grasped his stick as he heard foot- 
steps approaching. 

“What, boy, is it thou? Why leave thy 
bed for the lonely hills?” 

“T cannot sleep on a night like this, Azra; 
my heart is restless.” 

The old man looked fondly at the youth. 

“Verily, lad, thou art like unto David of 
old. Thou, too, art ruddy and of a fair 
countenance. Surely he was not comelier 


than thou. Dost love the hills and the 
sheep, lad?” 
“Yea, Azra. But, tell me, sire, was it 


not on this night that thou saw’st the star? 
Tell me the tale but once again.” 


“This very night, boy, some twelve years 
ago. But now I was dreaming of it. Eleven 
times since then in remembrance of that 
night I have kept the watch alone. I was 
with a kinsman at Bethlehem, for there was 
a decree that every man should be enrolled 
at his own city. So I helped him watch the 
flocks at night. And while he watched, 
there shone a mighty light in heaven, and 
we saw a great star, brighter than the 
brightest of the night; and though I went 
not, my kinsman followed the star and 
found a child in a manger, Him who should 
be King of Israel.” 


The old man’s voice shook with excite- 
ment at the recollection, and the boy watch- 
ed his face with eager interest. 

“Doest thou believe the story, lad?” 

“Yea, Azra, every word.” 

“Then, listen, boy, for I trust thee 
strangely; I will tell thee what I never told 
to man before. On that same night there 
were angels—angels, lad, with a glory 
which I cannot tell, singing in the heavens, 
and mine own eyes saw and mine own ears 
heard them. This was the burden of their 
song: ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good-will towards men.’ And 
we fell on our faces sore afraid....... More 
I cannot tell thee.” 
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The glowing eyes of the boy searched the 
old man’s face and then wandered to the 
far-off heavens as if they sought there a 
divine interpretation of the strange story. 
Long the two stood motionless, the one ab- 
sorbed in recollection, the other wrapt in 
the picture which his sympathetic soul 
furnished to him. Then in the silence of 
the majestic night, the two paced on, side 
by side and spoke not for many moments. 

A cry of a jackal sounded out of the 
dreamy stillness; the sheep huddled togeth- 
er in timid sympathy; a meteor dropped 
swiftly in the eastern sky, and from the 
sleeping village penetrated the cock’s shrill 
tone. 

“Methinks ‘some beast approacheth. I 
must away. Boy, thy mother, Mary, would 
fret much if she found thee absent. Fear- 


-est thou not the night?” 


“I fear not beasts or the night, Azra. 
Farewell.” 

The boy vanished into the darkness, but 
hours later, as the light dawned over the 
Galilean hills, Azra beheld the youth de- 


.scending and moving swiftly towards the 


village of Nazareth, to the home of Joseph 
the carpenter.—L. Alden Marsh. 





THE BIRDS’ CHRISTMAS 


Among other delightful traits of the 
Scandinavian people is their custom in their 
Yule festivities of thinking not only of the 
happiness of their little ones, but of teach- 
ing these children to bear in mind the hap- 
piness of others, and in particular of the 
animals above them. We have seen that 
they never omit to provide the trusty house- 
hold singer with his Yule dinner of por- 
ridge. But they also remember the birds. 
At the Yuletide season the market-place of 
Christiania presents a very gay aspect, fill- 
ed as it is with spruce trees of all sizes 
for the children’s festival. But there is a 
feature in the Norse Christmas that I have 
not heard of in any other country, in that 
in this market-place there is for each 
Christmas tree a little sheaf of barley, each 
person who buys a tree buying also a sheaf. 
Then, when the tree is set up in the main 
room of the house at Yuletide for the bairns 
(born, as they are called in Norway), the 
sheaf of grain is fastened on the end of 
a pole and put out in the yard for a Christ- 
mas feast for the birds! If the degree of 
civilization of a people can be measured by 
its behavior to the animals about it, then 
this custom denotes in the Norsemen a very 
high plane indeed—Southern Workman. 





THE FIRST CHRISTMAS TREE AND 
THE ORIGIN OF CHRIST- 
MAS GIVING 

Across the English Channel, where the 
Gauls and the Franks and the Northmen 
observed the stern rites of the severe relig- 
ion of a strong-hearted race, trees formed 
an important part in the festal observances 
of the feast days. The pine tree—ever in 
all ages an object of deserved admiration— 
was greatly revered by the northern folk. 
At the time of the mid-winter celebration 
the Northmen hung gifts upon the tree for 
their gods. As is readily seen, when the 
earthly fathers of the Church came to the 
fierce people with their message of peace it 
was easy to change the idea of gifts prof- 


fered to heathen deities into a custom where 
offerings were made to the Christian God. 

Thus from such humble beginnings be- 
gan the cherished customs which are our 
heritage of to-day. Gift-giving on the birth- 
day of Christ may be logically traced to 
that observance, prevalent in the Middle 
Ages, of having Christmas boxes wherein 
offerings were placed for the priests. 
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Christmas boxes gradually became an insti- 
tution in Christian families as well. Hang- 
ing up the stockings on Christmas Eve, as 
the institution of good St. Nicholas, old 
Santa Claus, is of purely Christian origin 
and started in Germany many hundred 
years ago. It has become one of the most 
cherished of Christmas customs of the civ- 
ilized world.—National Monthly. 


The Missionary Situation 
BY REV. J. W. HARRELL, D. D.. DAYTON, OHIO 


(Number Four) 


The missionary situation in the Christian 
Church is demanding an immediate increase 
in all mission offerings. We must have 
more money this year than was given last 
year. The appropriations are larger than 
they were the last year, and besides, all 
indebtedness on the Mission Board should 
be wiped out. We are in need of greater 
missionary enthusiasm, a greater mission- 
ary passion. We need a force within that 
will not permit us to plod along in the same 
old beaten paths from year to year. Many 
of our churches are doing about the same 
for missions that they did five or ten years 
ago and are quite content to have it so. 
We are glad, however, that all are not to be 
found in this class. Some of our churches 
are having the missionary passion born in 
their hearts and they are beginning to do 
things for the kingdom on a larger scale. 
We pray for the increase of this class. Let 
pastors and churches look the situation in 
the face and give themselves to the better- 
ing of conditions. Let’s go at the task to 
win and not be afraid of running some few 
people out of our churches, or even be 
afraid of having to change pastorates or 
pastors. Let’s get at the real work of the 
Church and make first: things first. God 
will helps us in ways that we have not 
dreamed that He could or would. 


The American Christian Convention in 
its last session fixed the standard at $70,000 
per year for home and foreign missions. 
We missed the mark last year only about 
$40,000, simply because the most of our 
churches kept in the same old beaten path 
that they had traveled in the year before. 
Some possibly were afraid they would send 
in a dollar more than they did the year be- 
fore, so the increase in the offering was 
kept at home. Now, is there anything un- 
reasonable about the standard the conven- 
tion has set? Could any one think that 
it is too much for 120,000 people to give dur- 
ing a whole year to the great work of 
spreading the gospel? This would be less 
than sixty cents per capita for the year 
and a fraction over one cent per week. Does 
this look like anything unreasonable, even, 
if you hold to your contention that half of 
the people do not give to missions? Do you 
actually think that $1.20 cents would hurt 
many of us? Let’s stop and think about 
the situation and try to get an understand- 
ing of just how much we think the gospel is 
worth to men. 


Is it ‘really a vital force in their lives? 
Does it bring salvation to men and lift them 
up to God? Does it make them a force for 
righteousness in the world? What would 


you take for the blessings the gospel has 
brought into your life? What would your 
life have been without its influences? Has 
not the gospel been your making? Has it 
not been the making of this great nation? 
Is the Christian Church doing her duty in 
publishing the gospel to the ends of the 
earth? How long before we shall take our 
rightful place and, like sons of the King, 
press His battle into the far corners of the 
earth? 

Our missionary situation calls for a uni- 
ted effort. It pleads for the $70,000. We 
ought to give it and be glad that we have 
the exalted privilege of doing so. It would 
be one of the greatest investments our 
Church could make. It would give us added 
power. It would mean greater effectiveness 
along all lines of our work. A great mis- 
sionary program benefits every phase of 
church activity. The more our churches do 
for missions, the more they will be able to 
do for our colleges, The American Christian 
Convention, and all other departments of 
our work. Our people have money and they 
will give it for the publishing of the gospel 
when the bands that hold it can be released. 
Shall we not send up a united prayer to 
hasten the time of release? Let us give our- 
selves to prayer. It is the supreme need 
just now. 


SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 


Did you ever stop to think how many less 
quarrels there would be if you didn’t take 
part in them? 

Did you ever stop to think that one per- 
son can’t make a quarrel? 

A soft answer turneth away wrath. 

As coals are to burning coals, as wood is 
to fire, so is a contentious man to kindle 
strife. 

He that passeth by and meddleth with 
strife belonging not to him is like one tak- 
ing a dog by the ears. 

He that keepeth his mouth, keepeth life; 
but he that openeth wide his lips shall have 
destruction. 

A jewel of gold in a swine’s snout, so is a 
fair woman without discretion. 

The Lord loves a cheerful giver; but he 
who withholds from the Lord lendeth to the 
devil. 

Did you ever stop to think that whatever 
is first in your heart before the Church is 
an idol and you become an idol-worshiper? 

Indiana. X. 


A slender acquaintance with the world 
must convince every man that actions, not 
words, are the true criterion of the atttach- 
ment of friends.—George Washington. 
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Why the Common People Heard Jesus Gladly 


BY MISS PETRONELLE WATKINS, CORNWALL, VA. 


(Concluded From Last Week) 
II. BEcAUSE HE LIFTED THEM MENTALLY 
AND SPIRITUALLY. 


Through the Sermon on the Mount, Christ 
brought earth nearer heaven. Men saw 
life here and hereafter in truer prospective. 
The mourning and meek began to realize 
that their unfortunate lot was one over 
which to rejoice. Christ led men to think 
and to know that God knew of their 
unhappiness and grief, and that their 


heavenly Father was preparing for 
them things which they had _ long 
sought. The man, too, who had searched 


after righteousness should be filled; and the 
pure in heart, and the peacemakers were to 
see and be with Ged; these were some of 
the thrilling things Christ told them on the 
Mount. Strange, very strange, was the 
news that he who suffered for righteous- 
ness’ sake should have heaven for his in- 
heritance. He spoke of God as a Father, 
and One who rewards the humble and sin- 
cere. He taught the people to pray to their 
Father in secret, and gave unto them a 
prayer which embodied all the essentials of 
true prayer. He taught the eagerness of 
their heavenly Father to give them the Holy 
Spirit, the gift of all gifts. Their Father 
was depicted as willing and waiting to hear 
and answer His children. Jesus, as an ex- 
ample of prayer, prayed to the heavenly 
Father; lived in obedience to His will. 
Christ again and again refers to God as 
His Father, One from whom He came and 
One whose interests are His own. In the 
teaching of the parable of the prodigal son, 
God is manifested as a forgiving Father, 
ready to receive His repentant children. 
The common people understood and knew 
that this loving Father was theirs. Jesus 
told men of the justice of God, “for unto 
whomsoever much is given, of him shall be 
much required” (Luke 12:47). The char- 
acter of God is portrayed also as One who 
avenges His elect, “the blood of all of the 
prophets which was shed from the founda- 
tion of the world,...... verily I say unto 
you it shall be required of this generation” 
(Luke 12: 49). The faithfulness and knowl- 
edge of God are seen in the following words: 
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my 
words shall not pass away” (Matt. 6:8), 
and the day and the hour of the great day 
“knoweth no man; no, not the angels of 
heaven, but my Father only.” There is per- 
fect harmony at all times between the Fath- 
er and Son. The common people may not 
have fully grasped all the significance of 
Christ’s words concerning the Father. At 
any rate, His statements were so in accord 
with the Old Testament teaching that their 
own hearts answered, yes. Jesus at all 
times was subject to the leading of God, and 
in all circumstances gave honor and prefer- 
ence to the Father. Thus did Christ in 
teaching and obeying give to the common 
people a better conception of God as loving, 
forgiving, just, holy, and in a new way His 
Fatherhood was revealed. Through Christ 
their knowledge of God was deepened, and 
in that enlightenment men realized their 
broken covenant. It was then that noble 
ideals sprang into life, and the Christ-spirit 


began winning its way. Jesus in teaching 
men of the Father, paved a way for the 
Son. When men accepted the Father, they 
must of necessity accept the Son. The law 
and the prophets pointed: to Christ as Medi- 
ators between God and man. Not all men 
discerned the divine in Christ, yet many 
saw in Him mighty revelations of the 
Father. 

The mission of Christ in His own words 
is this: “For the Son of man also came 
not to be ministered unto, but to minister 
and to give His life a ransom for many” 
(Mark 10:45). To begin first with His 
ministry, we may say He stood almost alone. 
It is true that John the Baptist, Simeon the 
priest, Anna the old prophetess, and per- 
haps a few others realized that all eternity 
depended upon the fulfillment of Christ’s 
mission (Luke 2:28). Yet, on the whole, 
the people had to learn of Christ and His 
mission through His words and works. 
Christ, after his own preparation, began to 
prepare others. He selected twelve strong 
men from the rank and file of the people. 
Then began their first lessons, about the 
kingdom whose bounds they were to help 
extend. Through Christ’s miracles the dis- 
ciples and people caught a glimmering light 
of His mission. The miracles He used only 
as a stepping-stone to teach, a call, as it 
were, to hear. For instance, when the peo- 
ple met Christ after feeding the five thou- 
sand, he immediately turns their attention 
to the bread of life, “Work not for the food 
which perisheth, but for the food which 
abideth unto eternal life, which the Son of 
man shall give unto you: for Him the 
Father, even God, hath sealed” (John 6). 
And in this assertion Jesus affirms that it 
is His mission to give eternal life, and at 
the same time His ministry has the approv- 
al and full cooperation of the Father. 

Again, after the miracle of the blind man, 
Jesus uses it as a basis of such a truth as, 
“For judgment come I into this world, that 
they that see not may see; and that they 
that see may become blind” (John 9). Over 
and over again does Christ use miracles to 
teach some truth, and the people in their 
reception of the truth receive Christ. His 
mission primarily was and is to save sin- 
ners. For the continuation of this work, 
Christ left trained disciples with all the 
power that was necessary to win the world 
for God. The common people realized that 
Christ was serving them for their soul’s 
welfare without price, yet in many instances 
He was repaid with ingratitude. He faced 
for men all conditions, unafraid, in order 
that he might win souls. The disciples of 
Christ speak mightily, in that He did win 
and hold men to His service. The disciples 
willingly trudged the path of service for 
the humble Nazarene. If a follower ac- 
cepted Christ, there was that same call to 
service, to take the yoke of the Lord. 


Jesus never made claims that He could 
not substantiate. His claim to be the Son 
of God was verified again and again. John 
the Baptist, a favorite of the common peo- 
ple, told of Christ’s coming, and prepared 
the people for the reception of the Lamb of 
God. The voice from heaven proclaimed 
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Him to be the Son of God, the demons paid 
homage to the Son of God, His own words 
and works, coupled with the prophecies ful- 
filled in Him were enough to convince the 
people that He was indeed the promised 
Messiah. Then, as the Son of God, He 
had power to forgive sin, power to win and 
save men. 


Conclusion 


“Christ Himself was greater than any- 
thing He ever said or did.” His greatness 
He used for the uplift of humanity. Christ, 
as a teacher, embodied the whole of His 
teaching. The common people heard Jesus 
gladly because He Himself: was true, and 
because He spoke the truth. His life and 
service of love combined caused men to re- 
vere Him. “He spoke as never man spake.” 
He spoke words of comfort to the sad, and 
they were glad, He offered rest to the weary 
and they were renewed; to the sick mental- 
ly and physically He gave health, and to 
the sinner He offered pardon. He was no 
respecter of persons, and to the common 
people this was another prized virtue. He 
was absolutely unafraid of critics, He lived 
a life conforming to God, rather than to 
man. He won hearts, not by words only, but 
by merit. The people followed Him in great 
multitudes and “many believed” (John 7). 
Jesus gave people food for thought, in par- 
ables and other forms of teaching, and at 
the same time His precious truths were 
clothed in such simple language that the 
common people could understand. His man- 
ners were gentle and unobtrusive, and in all 
things Christ was the perfect man. The 
people realized He was not an ordinary 
man, but in some strange way they ac- 
counted Him as belonging to God. They 
called Him John the Baptist, Elijah, and 
still others said He was a prophet. Christ 
told in no uncertain words that the soul 
was beyond price. By uplifting society, 
raising the standards of morals, giving a 
clear understanding of man’s relation to 
God, and lastly, by His own sacrificing life, 
the common people became seekers of Jesus, 
and they “heard Him gladly.” 


PROSELYTING 


Webster defines it: “To cause to be con- 
verted to some religion. Jesus says, Woe 
unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, 
for ye compass sea and land to make one 
proselyte, and when he is made, ye make 
him twofold more the child of hell than 
yourselves.” 

This word, as used by the unrighteous, 
has a very unsavory, offensive meaning. 
But was not Ruth a proselyte? She doubt- 
less had listened to her husband and Naomi 
telling of the God and people of Israel, and 
had compared them with the gods and peo- 
ple of Moab, and had resolved that Naomi’s 
God and her people should be her God and 
people. 

Is it not our duty to persuade, to prose- 
lyte people in the ranks of Satan, over to 
the ranks of Christ? Is not every true 
Christian doing that? A. A. 


And I shall find, perhaps, that wisdom 
and beauty and goodness are but one thing, 
and that living is a continual growing-up, 
and that age is only a youth that knows 
why it is happy.—Robert Louis Stevenson. 
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Reminiscences of Dwight L. Moody 


BY REV. W. J. REYNOLDS, MOOSUP, CONN. 


It is some twenty years since I met 
Dwight L. Moody for the first time. The 
impression made on my mind at that time 
is as vivid at this moment as when I left 
him at his hotel in New Bedford, Mass., in 
November, 1895. 

Mr. Moody had come to that city to begin 
an evangelistic campaign of some weeks, for 
which he had been under engagement for 
more than a year. Great preparation had 
been made for the meetings. The money 
necessary to finance the work had been col- 
lected and placed in the bank, so that there 
would be nothing of that worry which some- 
times happens when such matters must be 
attended to during the meetings. For 
months before his coming special services of 
preparation had been held in all the churches. 
In all the mid-week prayer-meetings 
the coming of Mr. Moody was recognized 
and prayer made on his behalf and on be- 
half of the pastors and churches. In every 
business house and shop window placards 
were displayed, announcing the coming of 
Mr. Moody. The newspapers gave free ad- 
vertisement of the evangelist and his work. 
So well was the advertising done that the 
manager of the leading theater said: “If 
you will assure me that you can secure 
such publicity for any leading theatrical 
stars I might choose to bring here, you can 
have any salary you may wish to name.” 
I mention this because of what follows. 

On the way from the station to the hotel, 
Mr. Moody’s first question was: “What is 
the population of this city?” and in rapid 
succession, “What are the chief industries? 
Any whaling going on out of this port? Of 
what nationalities are the operatives of the 
mills? Many negroes in town? Who are 
your leading men? What churches do they 
attend? Where do the millionaires attend 
church?” When told that most of the very 
wealthy men went to the Unitarian church, 
Mr. Moody gave a very energetic, “Humph! 
Any Unitarians in your church?” “Yes,” 
I replied. “Can’t you convert them?” “No.” 
“Can’t you get rid of them?” “I suppose I 
could, Mr. Moody, but I have no desire to 
get rid of them. They are splendid people.” 

“Have other churches Unitarians in 
them?” “I think, Mr. Moody, that there 
are Unitarians in almost every church in 
town.” Again that deep, almost explosive, 
“Humph! I see it will be hard sledding 
here. Your leading Congregational pastor, 
Mr. Julian, opposed to all evangelistic serv- 
ice; the Unitarian influence over every- 
thing. I fear we will do but little.” 

I saw that by his knowledge of Mr. 
Julian’s attitude that he had carefully stud- 
ied the situation before he came on the field 
and was quizzing me to see whether I un- 
derstood the situation and also to confirm 
what he had already been told. 

On leaving him, he said: “Come to my 
rooms to-morrow morning at eleven o’clock. 
I want to talk with you.” 


I appeared at his rooms in the Parker 
House at the hour appointed and found him 
deep in his mail. He waved me to a seat 
and kept on with his work. To many of 
the letters he added a line and inclosed 
them. After waiting for a half-hour, I 


rose to go and had almost reached the door 
when he turned suddenly about and said: 
“Pardon me. I was so lost in this burden- 
some task, that I forgot you. Sit down!” 

His abruptness nettled me. I had a fu- 
neral to attend at one p. m., and felt my 
time was precious. 

I have never been more thoroughly sifted 
than in the hour that followed. Every 
phase of the work of preparation was ex- 
amined. The characteristic crarts or the 
ministers engaged in the campaign. The 
kind of preaching most popular. The “na- 
ture” of the evening service, he inquired 
into minutely. He wanted to know about 
the missionary gifts of the churches. In 
fact, he wanted to know everything pertain- 
ing to the religious life of the city. 

He called his singer, Mr. F. H. Jacobs, 
and asked me to go with him to the church 
where the opening meetings were to be held. 

“I want to know about the acoustic prop- 
erties of the room,” he said. “My voice is 
not carrying well these days.” 

On trying the room, he expressed himself 
much pleased, and, turning to Mr. Jacobs, 
said: “This is perfect. Everything has 
been done for us that could be done. Now, 
when the people come to us, if we can only 
grip them, we can hold them. Is this the 
largest audience room in the city?” 

Being assured it was, he said: “It’s too 
small. It won’t hold the afternoon meet- 
ings.” 

As the meetings progressed and the house 
did not fill up, Mr. Moody began to fret and 
find fault with the publicity committee. He 
insisted on a house-to-house canvass of the 
city and a personal invitation of every fam- 
ily to attend the service. 

After the canvass, and the house did not 
fill up, he said to me in his rooms, to which 
he had called me to talk over the situation: 
“T have lost my grip. I am not gripping 
this people at all. I am as empty as a 
squeezed lemon. The fact is, I am very 
tired.. I ought to rest. But how can I rest? 
I have two years’ work promised ahead of 
me now. Sometimes I feel that my work 
as an evangelist is done. I have grown so 
stout that I take severe measures with my- 
self to keep down my flesh. I walk a great 
deal and take quantities of Garfield tea. 
Otherwise I would become helpless. I will 
stay here as long as I agreed. After that 
I am going to cancel all meetings, and what 
time I have, I am going to give to my 
schools.” 


It had been planned as soon as the church 
overflowed to go into a large skating rink, 
which had been made ready to that end. 


“We must go into the rink at once,” he 
said; “perhaps we can grip them there. The 
people will not come to your church. The 
Unitarians are too strong for us.” 

His singer, Mr. Jacobs, said: “I have 
never known Mr. Moody so discouraged. 
The trouble is, he is worked to death. He 
does not spare himself at all.” 

His schools were constantly on his mind 
and heart. He had come to breakfast with 
us and as he sat visiting after prayers, he 
said: “It has been a hard year to get 
money. I needed a large sum of money to 
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complete the year free from debt. I went 
on to New York to see my trustees and get 
the money. Do you know the meanest man 
in America?” he asked, abruptly. I assured 
him I did not. “Well, his name is . 
He is one of my trustees. He knew the 
situation thoroughly. I said to him, ‘We 
must have one hundred and twenty-five 
thousand dollars at once.’ He said to me: 
‘Mr. Moody, this has been a hard year for 
money. You can’t let money. I have eight 
hundred thousand dollars lying idle in the 
bank and it is not drawing a cent of in- 
terest.’ Think of what that money would 
do in Northfield for poor boys and girls. I 
call him the meanest man in America.” 

I said to him: “I know this ‘meanest 
man in America.’ I have known him for 
many years. I spent a week with him this 
summer, and he told me of his plans. You 
know he has always been generous with his 
money, and he has given this year, or pro- 
poses to give, one hundred thousand dollars 
to a school up in New York State, and has 
already outlined plans to invest five hundred 
thousand dollars as a fund to help poor boys 
and girls to gain a better education than 
they otherwise could. He has this year 
made many small gifts to struggling schools 
and churches. Perhaps it was that eight 
hundred thousand dollars that was drawing 
no interest.” 

“You know this for a fact?” he asked, 
as if greatly excited. I replied, “Only on 
his own word. He made no secret of what. 
he proposed to do, Mr. Moody.” 

The great man sat as if stunned for some 
moments, passed his hand over his eyes two 
or three times, rose slowly from his chair, 
and said: “I did him great wrong. I have 
been harsh and unjust in my judgments of 
him. There are no judgments just but the 
judgments of God.” 

He passed into the hall, took his hat from 
the tree, and left without a single word 
of adieu to any of us. 


COOPERATIVE KITCHENS 


A practical advance toward the solution 
of the servant problem has been made by 
Mrs. Leonhauser, of Montclair, N. J. Mrs. 
Leonhauser is successfully maintaining a 
cooperative kitchen, which serves meals to 
its members at an equal or less cost than 
if prepared at home. The housewife has 
only to telephone to the kitchen the number 
of plates desired, and the nutritious and 
well-cooked meal is brought over hot in its 
hamper. JULIA A. ROGERS. 

Rochester, N. Y. 


Oh, beware of your own way! Follow 
the Lord fully. Take no path that con- 
science tells you is doubtful. If God’s 
smile is not on it, abandon it forever. 
Christians bring sorrow of heart upon 
themselves, darkness of soul and loss of 
peace, not so much by taking wrong paths 
as by taking doubtful ones.—F'rederick 
Whitfield. 





He that does good to another man, does 
also good to himself; not only in the con- 
sequence, but in the very act of doing it; 
for the consciousness of well-doing is re- 
ward.—Seneca. 
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God’s Great Plan for the Holy Ghost Dispensation 


BY REV. C. F. BALDWIN, PORTLAND, INDIANA 


Simeon hath declared how God at first 
did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a 
people for his name. (Acts 15: 14) 

In order to get a right and proper bal- 
ance in studying Scripture it is necessary to 
study it dispensationally. Every age has 
had its purpose and those individuals, who 
have most nearly understood God’s intent 
for that particular period of time, have been 
the ones most used of Him. The utter disre- 
gard for dispensational Bible study and the 
consequent failure of so many people to find 
the real purpose of their age has retarded 
the cause of the Church inestimably. 

That many people in our day have failed 
to get the real purpose of the gospel age is 
evidenced by the speculative utterances from 
the pulpit and press concerning the things 
God intended to accomplish through the 
Church. The Church, indeed, has a great 
mission to perform. When Christ left this 
earth to ascend to the Father, He left the 
Church a stupendous task; but thanks be to 
His name, He did not leave it comfortless 
nor powerless: nor has He been unfaithful 
in distinctly stating what that task consists 
of. Confusion and misapplied energies do 
not come because of God’s failure to make 
things plain, but rather from man’s endeav- 
ors to associate and harmonize the plans of 
two different ages. In trying to harmonize 
the two, much Scripture is spiritualized that 
God, undoubtedly, intended to be taken lit- 
erally. And by doing this we not only do 
violence to God’s Word, but we also attach 
many duties to the Church which our great 
Redeemer never intended for it to perform. 

The key to the whole age is doubtless 
found in the fifteenth chapter of Acts. The 
apostles and elders had met in Jerusalem 
to decide whether or not the ordinances of 
Moses should be imposed upon the Gentile 
Christians. Little of the discussion is re- 
corded, but here we find James repeating 
what had been revealed to Peter concern- 
ing the purpose of the Church age. That 
the Church heed his message is of the ut- 
most importance. In this address we read 
that God is “to take out of them (Gentiles) 
a people for his (the Son’s) name.” This 
also includes individual Jews, but national- 
ly for the time being He has rejected them. 
James does not inform us that we are to 
bring the world to Christ; nor that peace 
and good will reign supreme during this 
dispensation. But rather are we to preach 
the gospel to the teeming millions that trod 
the earth, giving them an opportunity of 
accepting the “whosoever will” salvation. 

God through the Person of the Holy 
Ghost, aided by His faithful ones of earth, 
is gleaning from among the earth’s multi- 
tudes a bride for His worthy Son. This 
program of the age, as outlined by Simeon 
(Peter), is entirely in keeping with the 
teachings of Jesus. Did He not say, “Many 
are called, but few are chosen?” His dis- 
ciples understood Him to mean that few 
would be saved and He did not contradict 
them. Then in the thirteenth chapter of 
Matthew, Christ outlines in parables the 
course of this age. The first parable repre- 
sents a very small amount of the gospel 
seed finding lodgment and growing to ma- 


turity, while the second one shows con- 
clusively that the good and the evil are to 
both exist until the end of the age. Christ 
also emphasizes the fact of both evil and 
good continuing throughout the age in the 
parable of the draw-net. In fact all of the 
parables in this remarkable dispensational 
chapter bear on this subject that the 
world will not be won for Christ during this 
dispensation; although many contend that 
the parable of the “leaven” teaches the op- 
posite, but a careful study of Scripture will 
plainly show that leaven is nowhere used as 
a type of good. To twist these parables 
around so as to mean, “Thy will be done in 
earth as it is in heaven,” is certainly taking 
much authority and liberty with God’s 
Word. Such interpretation works confu- 
sion and seeks to impose upon the Church 
certain things, which the Kingdom or Mil- 
lennial age only can bring to pass. 

The Church in trying to bring in Kingdom 
conditions has deviated from the plan laid 
down in Scripture of saving the individual 
to that of saving people collectively through 
social service, reform, and other similar 
methods. The writer quite recently heard a 
man who is at the head of the Biblical De- 
partment of a sister denominational college 
say that in the past the Church had consid- 
ered it its duty to save the individual, but 
it had now received a larger vision, that of 
saving society as a whole. The same man 
said, “The passing of one ‘child-labor-law’ 
was worth more than all the preaching done 
in a year.” These with many other similar 
expressions were all he had to feed a congre- 
gation of probably a thousand people. While 
this man was bolder in utterance than most 
men are, yet he only represents the extreme 
position to which thousands are plunging, 
and all because of wilful unbelief or a very 
serious blunder concerning God’s plan for 
the age. Jesus nowhere in Scripture holds 
out the idea that the Church age is to see 
the whole world redeemed and society as a 
whole reclaimed; nor do any of the New 
Testament writers assign such a mission 
for the Church. That such a_ state 
of affairs will exist at some future 
time Scripture plainly asserts, but the 
Church is not the agency to bring about its 
accomplishment. 

In so far as the Church has to become 
political in nature, as has the Roman Cath- 
olic Church, and has assumed the role of 
a reformer, spending her time and eloquence 
in writing books, preaching sermons and dis- 
cussing “social service, social regeneration, 
civic righteousness” and other kindred sub- 
jects, just so far has she swerved from the 
true course and purpose of this age. The 
church cannot turn her back upon reforms 
to be sure, for in so far as they go they are 
good, and therein lies the danger, since the 
tendency is to stop at that. Reforms have 
remedied moral conditions, they have 
brought about more sanitary conditions in 
the homes and cities, they have made our 
homes pleasanter to live in and our sur- 
roundings more suited to our taste; but they 
have failed to get at the source of corrup- 
tion which is the individual’s sinful soul. 
To put money in a man’s pocket, to make his 
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home a cleaner and a sweeter place to dwell 
and to make him better pleased with him- 
self and surroundings is stopping far short 
of the goal. If the individual is made to 
think more of his earthly home and less 
about a need of a Savior and a heavenly 
home, the reform is certainly a failure in 
the light of eternity. And this is what must 
necessarily follow unless the Church is ever 
busy teaching that in spite of pleasant 
earthly surroundings and better moral con- 
ditions, man is lost, irretrievably lost with- 
out being “born again.” This the Church 
has failed to do in many quarters, thereby 
forgetting to put first things first. 

The Church imbued with the idea that it 
is to bring in the Millennium with all the 
world brought to Christ, all desert places 
blooming with the rose, universal peace 
reigning supremely and only laws of equity 
and justice in force, has seen more apparent 
results in that direction through the medium 
of reform, politics, and science, than 
through the preaching of the gospel. Conse- 
quently it is spending much of its force and 
energy in clamoring for peace, in an age 
characterized by our Lord as one of “wars 
and rumors of war,” endeavoring to bring 
about disarmament and trying to induce the 
nations to make peace treaties which have 
proven useless scraps of paper during the 
present war because the heart remained the 
same after the making as before. Capital 
and labor have received much consideration 
in the councils of the Federation of 
Churches and by the individual denomina- 
tions; but it has utterly failed in eliminat- 
ing the “strike” and “greed” elements in 
that proposition. The temperance question, 
important as it is, if settled, will not settle 
the sin question, although many ministers 
have quit preaching the gospel to take up 
that one phase of reform. There are many 
things we would like to see done, but the 
trouble with the church taking so much time 
for reform is that when once she starts in 
the reform line she never gets anything else 
done. For when one evil is eliminated there 
is another right on its heels. Take, for ex- 
ample, the slavery question. When that 
question was solved, there came the liquor 
problem. On its heels is a greater one, al- 
though much less is said about it, that of 
the social evil. When the heart is made 
right the rest will largely take care of it- 
self: but if you merely reform, you may re- 
form until doomsday, and then the souls of 
those reformed will go out into eternity, lost, 
forever lost. 

When Jesus came into the world, it was a 
time of political, social, and moral decay, but 
we fail to find where He tried to bring about 
any great reform. He healed the sick and 
raised the dead, but He did not stop there. 
The one great passion of His life was to see 
sinners saved. Paul lived in a time of ap- 
parently needed reform, but his mission 
was a greater one, as is that of the Church. 
He tells us that he was sent, “to preach the 
gospel.” Paul, who was the greatest preach- 
er of his age, doubtless saw many needed 
reforms, but he had caught a vision of the 
true purpose of this age, and from that pur- 
pose he never swerved. When we think of 
the places he traveled, the sermons he 
preached, the lessons he taught, the epistles 
he wrote by inspiration, the conversions he 
had, the good that he did, the zeal that he 
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exhibited, the courage he manifested, the 
persecutions he endured, and the power of 
persuasion he possessed, we are made to 
wonder how one man could do so much in 
a lifetime. We need not wonder long, 
though. He grasped the thought for this 
age and kept at it. God honors those who 
seek to know His will and then follows in- 
structions. If the Church as a whole would 
do that to-day, how much God would bless 
its activities He alone knows. But the 
Church seeking to bring a Kingdom without 
a King goes on, asleep to her best interests, 
pleased with herself and her riches, seeking 
worldly praise and honor, endeavoring to 
win the world by becoming like the world, 
experimenting with reformation, while what 
the world needs is transformation. 


What, then, is the mission of the Church? 
Not to convert the world, surely; for the 
very meaning of the word Church contra- 
dicts that, that which is “called out.” Then 
again that definition is out of harmony with 
Christ’s outline of the age as revealed to 
Peter, which was, “To take out of them 
(Gentiles) a people for his name.” “After 
this I will return, and will build again the 
tabernacle of David which is fallen down; 
and I will build again the ruins thereof, and 
I will set it up.” (Acts 15:16) But now 
He calls on men everywhere, whether Jew 
or Gentile, to repent. And this is the great 
mission of the Church, to get people to re- 
pent, turn to a loving Redeemer and be 
saved. 

One thing absolutely necessary for the 
Church to win those of the world to Christ 
is a complete separation from the world. 
The Church has always thrived best under 
persecution; for then there was a marked 


difference between it and the world. As a 
consequence of this separation she kept her- 
self pure and unspotted from the world. 
To-day, however, it is hard to tell the ma- 
jority of professed Christians from acknowl- 
edged sinners, because their life and actions 
are so nearly alike. But God says, “Come 
ye out from among them and be ye sepa- 
rate.” The church organization may receive 
the approval of the world, but the true 
Church never will, because they are dia- 
metrically opposed. There are many people, 
however, that will be won out of the world 
by the preaching of the gospel and a clear- 
cut separation from the world. The true 
Church will never receive great prominence 
in this age, but after the age has passed and 
the Marriage Supper of the Lamb shall have 
taken place, she shall shine forth in His 
glory as, “The fulness of him that filleth 
all in all.” 


Why not be content with the mission as- 
signed us? Listen to the voice of Jesus, our 
Shepherd, the designer of this age and its 
purpose, “Go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 
16:15) Let other organizations do as they 
may, but as a church let us carry out the 
intended purpose of this age. As we jour- 
ney life’s pathway we are to tell the dying 
world of a Redeemer, crucified, risen, glori- 
fied and coming again. And as strangers 
and pilgrims on the earth let us search out 
from the earth’s multitudes those who want 
to be blood-washed, cleansed, and made fit 
for heaven’s citizenship: 

“For our citizenship is in heaven; from 
whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” (Phil. 3: 20) 


Transforming Power of Affliction 
BY REV. R. H. GOTT, KOKOMO, IND. 


The medieval chemical science sought the 
transmutation of base metals into gold. 

Affliction transmutes base and sordid na- 
tures into the refinement of nobler and pur- 
er lives. 

“Before I was afflicted, I went astray;” 
not alone has this been the testimony of 
Israel’s sweet singer, but countless multi- 
tudes have attested the great fact, that out 
of the furnace of affliction they have emerg- 
ed chastened, ennobled, purified, redeemed, 
and saved to lives of usefulness. Paul’s in- 
junction to Timothy: “Neglect not the gift 
that is in thee,” is germane to all who may 
give heed to the admonition, “She that liv- 
eth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.” 
This statement of a fundamental truth, 
should quicken every normal man and wom- 
an to a realization of the great loss sustain- 
ed by those who are living solely for selfish 
gratification. Dr. J. G. Holland, author of 
Bitter Sweet, lived in a narrow sphere until 
his heart was broken as result of the deatn 
of his little boy; for him he planned, 
wrought, and hoarded, utterly oblivious, 
seemingly, to the fact that there was a 
world full of sadly neglected little boys. 
When his own dear little boy bade him final 
adieu, and passed beyond the portals, then 
he loved every other little boy in the world. 


Florence Crittenden, child of fortune, 
born to a life of elegance and ease, one day 
playing in the street, found little girls 
whose lot was penury and hardship. Her 
little heart was so interested in them that 
when her papa came in the evening time 
from his luxurious place of business, she 
ran to meet him, and when he entered the 
door of his palatial home, the little daughter 
begged him to sit down, that to him she 
might a tale unfold of the poverty of the 
street. Her father reproved her harshly for 
mingling with such children. 


The reproof cut to the heart of little 
Florence, and when brief time had passed, 
and Florence had crossed to immortal lands, 
then grief indescribable and inconsolable 
opened the avenue to the heart and sym- 
pathy of the man, and now “Florence Crit- 
tenden Missions” in many cities attest the 
value of affliction as an agent for trans- 
forming men and women, and through them 
the transformation of society. God some- 
times washes the eyes of His children with 
tears, that they may read aright His provi- 
dence and His commandments. 

Horace Bushnell, one of America’s fore- 
most Congregational ministers, said: “I 
have learned more of experimental religion 
since my little boy died than in all my life 
before.” 
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Helen, daughter of Nathan W. Fiske, pro- 
fessor of languages in Amherst College, 
was an exceedingly precocious child. She 
grew to be a beautiful, brilliant woman. 
She shone resplendently amid New York’s 
pampered daughters of luxury and fashion, 
and married Edward B. Hunt, whose 
brother was then Governor of New York. 
She was soon in the lead among the aris- 
tocracy, amid the social functions in the 
metropolis. 

An appalling accident made her a widow, 
and but for her little son, she might then 
have been crushed with her load of sorrow. 
Two years later her idolized son, ten years 
old, died. Her grief knew no bounds, her 
friends despaired of her life, and in event 
she lived, they feared she would be insane, 
but she was passing through the furnace of 
affliction, and the dross of her wasted life 
was being consumed. She emerged, puri- 
fied, ennobled, and redeemed. In her beau- 
tiful home in San Francisco, overlooking the 
bay, she said: “What a beautiful place 
to die in!” Christian woman, poet, novelist, 
and philanthropist became at last Mrs. 
Helen Hunt Jackson, as a result of trans- 
forming influence and power of affliction. 

Listless, restless women of fashion, await 
not the fires of affliction to transform you, 
but be ye conformed unto the image of the 
Master. 


PURE WATER OR TROOPS 


The problem of drinking water for troops 
in the field is being solved at Washington 
with apparent success. Canvass bags so 
closely woven as to hold water have been 
devised. In each bag is dropped a glass 
tube containing fifteen grains of chloride 
of lime, which renders the water fit for 
drinking, and destroys all germs. Since 
the bags weigh only eight pounds, it seems. 
probable that their convenience will make 
them generally adopted. 

JULIA A. ROGERS. 

Rochester, N. Y. 


FAITH FOR THE COLLEGE MAN 


By Martyn Summerbell, D. D., LL. D., 
President of Palmer Institute, Lakemont,,. 
N 


Our good friend, Dr. Summerbell, has 
here put forth another volume of college 
sermons, which were preached for the most 
part at Defiance College, Ohio, and Elon 


College, N. C., with both of which he has. 
an official connection. The sermons are very 
interesting and instructive, not only for the 
class of young people for whom they were 
originally prepared, but for mature folks 
as well. Dr. Summerbell’s style is terse 
and clear, and as he has been a wide reader: 
of history and literature, he is able to en- 
rich his utterances with many an apt quota- 
tion. His life-long work as an instructor 
of young people has kept him fresh and 
buoyant on the platform as well as in the 
use of his pen, and if his valuable life is 
spared, this is not the last volume of the 
kind he will put through the press. He does 
not see all the truth quite from our angle, 
but when a teacher stands squarely on the 
Bible as a revelation from God, on the deity 
of Christ and on the lost condition of man- 
kind, it is something to be devoutly thank- 
ful for in these days. All colleges and other 
schools of learning do not have presidents 


like this. 

237 pages. 5%x8% inches. The Chris- 
tian Publishing Association, Dayton, Ohio. 
—J. M. G., in The Christian Workers Mag- 


azine. 
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TRIFLES 








BY T. DARLEY ALLEN, CLEVELAND, OHIO 


We speak, often, of events as trivial or 
unimportant, but, to quote a recent writer, 
“The merest ‘trifle’ may be the pivot upon 
which will turn consequences enormous.” 

Many of the world’s greatest reform 
movements have had very humble begin- 
nings, and biograhy contains a large num- 
ber of instances descriptive of mighty 
forces that have been set in motion by ob- 
scure Christians. 

An evangelist in Wales, after working 
hard to inaugurate a revival, had only one 
convert of whom he was confident, but this 
convert was William of Wern, who became 
one of the ablest preachers in the principal- 
ity and was the cause of a third of the 
entire population of Wales being brought to 
Christ. 

An obscure preacher in Essex County, 
England, spoke from the text, “Look unto 
me and be ye saved,” one of his hearers 
being a boy fifteen years old, who was led 
to the Lord through the sermon and who be- 
came one of the greatest ministers of the 
gospel the world has known. His name was 
Charles H. Spurgeon, and probably very 
few Christian workers have done more for 
the Master than this distinguished man. 

Toplady, author of the hymn, “Rock of 
Ages,” was led to make a decision for 
Christ through hearing a sermon preached 
in a barn by an illiterate evangelist. 

A young man, many years ago, who was 
standing on a street corner, one Sunday 
evening, was invited to a church service. 
He accepted, and as the result of what he 
heard, devoted his life to missionary work 
and is known to-day in the history of the 
Church as the “Martyr of Erromanga.” 


Two young men, occupying the same room 
in an English inn, were very different in 
their attitude to religion. One was heed- 
less, caring nothing about sacred things, 
while the other, when the time for retiring 
came, quietly knelt down beside the bed and 
prayed in silence. The thoughtless young 
man was much impressed, and the result 
was his conversion and a long life spent as 


a minister of the gospel and a writer of. 


useful books. About fifty years afterwards 
he wrote concerning his companion’s 
prayer: “That scene, so unostentatious and 
so uncontrolled, aroused my slumbering 
conscience and sent an arrow into my heart. 
eee That old chamber, that humble couch, 
that silently praying youth, are still present 
in my imagination and will never be for- 
gotten, even amid the splendors of heaven 
and through ages of eternity.” Surely such 
an incident should teach us that the Chris- 
tian who does his duty may unconsciously 
exert an influence beyond all power of cal- 
culation. 


Thomas Boston, a minister of great in- 
fluence in Scotland many years ago, came 
across a copy of a book entitled, “The Mar- 
row of Modern Divinity,” in the home of 
one of his parishioners, and which he re- 
published, with the result that there was 
a@ widespread religious awakening. The 
book had been brought from England by a 
soldier, who probably had no idea that any- 
thing he could do would have much influence 
upon the world. 


A Presbyterian minister in the South re- 
ceived a letter from a missionary on the 
other side of the globe, stating that an ad- 
dress the minister had made many years 
before gave the missionary one of his first 
impulses toward his life-work. The recip- 
ient of the letter says: “The address to 
which allusion is made was delivered thirty 
years ago, and nothing has ever been heard 
from it until now it is revealed that it 
exerted an influence in the life of a boy 
which helped to awaken him to the service 
of the Master and to bring him to a higher 
conception of Christian duty.” 

“No human being has the right,” says 
C. H. Wetherbe, “to judge the full useful- 
ness of a single Christian service by pres- 
ent indications. Many a sermon which 
seemed, at the time of its delivery, to be 
too commonplace for the accomplishment of 
special spiritual or moral good, has finally 
been discovered to have been highly pro- 
ductive of eternal good.” 

Dr. Carey’s “Address Upon Missions to 
the Heathen” is considered by many as one 
of the preliminary steps in the great mis- 
sionary enterprises of modern times. The 
publication of this notable work was paid 
for by a man who, having attended a place 
of worship in Birmingham, England, was 
spoken to by a person sitting in the same 
pew and invited to return. The courtesy 
pleased the man and he again attended 
service at this church and there received 
spiritual help. Who can tell but what the 
influence of Dr. Carey’s address is really 
due to the person who gave the invitation 
to a stranger to return to the house of wor- 
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ship, who, after becoming interested in 
spiritual matters, furnished the means to 
publish the book? 

Every Christian of course should so live 
each day as to preach religion by his con- 
duct. Men and women who are not accus- 
tomed to proclaiming the gospel in the pul- 
pit or on the public platform do not think 
of themselves as preachers, probably, yet in 
a sense all Christians should proclaim the 
gospel continually. As has been said, “It 
is a fact that much more effective impres- 
sions upon unsaved people are made by the 
lives of sterling and forceful Christians 


than are made by a large number of min- 
isters from the pulpit.” 


A preacher in an English university city 
was so poor a public speaker that his ser- 
mons were usually delivered to very small 
audiences, yet his preaching life was such 
as to make a great impression upon those 
with whom he came in contact. A discus- 
sion once arose among the students as to 
whom they would want to be with them if 
they were dying, and the proposal was made 
for each student to write the name of the 
person he would prefer. When the papers 
were compared it was found that each stu- 
dent had written the same of the minister 
whose life from day to day preached so 
much more effectively than his sermons. 

J. R. Miller once wrote that, as an incen- 
tive to our zeal, God multiplies the seed 
sown, and that every “soul whom we lead 
to Christ is thereupon made a new chan- 
nel of blessing to others.” The instances 
given in this article and multitudes in re- 
ligious biography are proofs that work done 
in the Master’s service is far reaching, each 
person as he is saved being expected to do 
what he can to influence others, and thus 
is the service practically limitless. 


Pastor Russell’s False Prophecies 


BY PHILIP SIDERSKY, BALTIMORE, MD. 
Editor Searchlight on Russellism 


Two features in “Pastor” Russell’s propa- 
ganda have been very conspicuous and have 
been the means of his gaining world-wide 
following. One of them was his misleading 
and deceptive publicity through the news- 
papers, and the other was his prophecy that 
the end of this age would take place in 
1914, and that the earthly phase of the king- 
dom of God was to be established in 1914. 

Five years ago (1910) the writer was led 
of the Lord to take “Pastor” Russell to task 
about his underhanded and deceptive pub- 
licity among the Jews, as well as the Gen- 
tiles, and as a result of it many of “Pastor” 
Russell’s deceptive publicity schemes have 
been exposed, and his inroads among the 
newspapers have been checked in a meas- 
ure. During the past five years the writer 
has made a special study of “Pastor” Rus- 
sell’s writings and predictions, as well as 
his deceptive publicity schemes, and is now 
led to expose the second feature in “Pastor” 
Russell’s propaganda, his false predictions 
and prophecies. 

Just now “Pastor” Russell’s paid agents 
are very active in putting forth claim that 
for years “Pastor” Russell has predicted 
and prophesied about the present war. Now 


this is a claim which cannot be verified from 
“Pastor” Russell’s own writing. 

The strongest authority of “Pastor” Rus- 
sell’s predictions and prophecies are his 
Berean Bible Teachers Manual, in other 
words, “Pastor” Russell’s commentary on 
the Bible. This was published and copy- 
righted 1908 by the Watch Tower Bible and 
Tract Society (‘“Pastor” Russell’s), Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., U. S. A. This Berean Bible 
Teachers Manual is “Pastor” Russell’s com- 
mentary on the Bible, and, therefore, he 
is responsible for every word in it. By the 
way, it may be of interest to the readers 
to learn the facts that this Berean Rible 
Teachers Manual is bound in the back part 
of Bibles that are being sold to the Russell- 
ites from “Pastor” Russell’s headquarters. 
It takes the place of the Concordance that 
is usually found in the back part of all 
ordinary Bibles. 

Part four of this Berean Bible Teachers 
Manual (“Pastor” Russell’s commentary on 
the Bible) under the title Difficult Texts 
Explained, and spurious passages noted on 
page 15, under the sub-head, Twenty Time 
Proofs, contains the following: 

“That the reign of evil will cease and the 
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earthly phase of the kingdom of God will be 
established in 1914-1915,” and the following 
are some of “Pastor” Russell’s claims: 


Ezra 6:15, completion of rebuilding of 
the temple, 517 B. C., 586 years prior to 
Israel’s overthrow, typified Christendom’s 
overthrow in 1914, 


Ezra 7:7, dedication of the temple, 467 
B. C., 536 years prior to Israel’s overthrow, 
typified Christendom’s overthrow in 1914. 

Neh. 2: 8, Nehemiah’s commission, 454 B. 
C., 523 years prior to Israel’s overthrow, 
typified Christendom’s overthrow in 1914. 

Second Chron. 34:3, the beginning of 
Josiah’s seeking after God, forty-five years 
before Zedekiah’s overthrow foreshadows 
Christendom’s overthrow in 1914, forty-five 
years after the editor of Zion’s Watch Tow- 
er began the search for what is now “pres- 
ent truth” (Russellism). 


Second King’s 22:8, the finding of the 
book of the Law, by Josiah, thirty-five years 
before Zedekiah’s overthrow, foreshadows 
Christendom’s overthrow in 1914, thirty-five 
years after the founding of Zion’s Watch 
Tower (“Pastor” Russell’s official organ). 

Ezek. 21: 25, the overthrow of Zedekiah, 
3,520 years after the fall in the garden of 
Eden, foreshadows the complete wiping out 
of the fall, 3,520 years later in the year 
2914 A. D., and since the Millennium is a 
period of a thousand years’ duration, this 
proves that the Millennium proper begins 
with the close of the year 1914. 


It will be seen from the above quotations 
from “Pastor” Russell’s own commentary, 
the official document of his propaganda, that 


we are supposed to be now in the Millen- 
nium, and that all Christendom should have 
been overthrown before this, while not a 
single reference or an illusion has been 
made in “Pastor” Russell’s prophecies and 
predictions about the present war, and yet 
his paid agents are very active in deluding 
and deceiving the Russell followers by 
claiming that he predicted this present war, 
while they are keeping silent on his failed 
predictions that Christendom would be ov- 
erthrown before this, and that we should 
be in the Millennium now. 

A few others of “Pastor” Russell’s predic- 
tions and prophecies on which he has built 
up his world-wide propaganda, and which 
should have taken place before this, but did 
not come to pass, will be pointed out in my 
next article, quoting from “Pastor” Rus- 
sell’s own publications, which will be of 
great importance as an eye-opener to the 
general public, as “Pastor” Russell and his 
agents are very busy just now changing and 
denying his own former predictions, and at 
the same time he is diverting the attention 
of his own deceived followers from these 
serious facts by publishing editorials in the 
recent issues of The Watch Tower (his of- 
ficial organ), in which he alleges that the 
Presbyterians, Methodists, Episcopalians, 
Baptists, etc., and even Bible Students 
(former Russellites) are persecuting him. 


Profitable Printings for Preachers 


BY REV. F. G. COFFIN, D. D., ALBANY, N. Y., President of 
The American Christian Convention 


To have attention called to worth-while 
books I always regard as a valuable service. 
“Of making many books there is no end.” 
Because of this not all of them can be read 
by one person. It would be hard to find 
@ reason why some of them should be, un- 
less rheumatism prevented “twiddling” the 
thumbs. Book titles, one is sometimes 
forced to believe, may be chosen as a sales 
method, instead of a suggestion of contents. 
So, to have attention called to a helpful 
book awakens interest and adds zest to the 
reading. 

The minister should have enough pride 
in his professional efficiency and sufficient 
interest in his ministerial success to get 
light upon his mission and the method of it 
from every possible angle. The author who 
does him the most good may not be the one 
with whose ideas he is in most perfect con- 
cord. There is a stimulation by antithesis. 
The lesser value of reading is in informa- 
tion secured. The greater value is the per- 
sonal thinking which it stimulates. 


If we would avoid intellectual putrefac- 
tion, we must preserve the student spirit 
and habit. The sacrifice of wise study and 
reading is not justified by any other claim 
upon the minister. If he has but little 
study time to invest, it should be invested 
wisely. I venture the suggestion of sev- 
eral books, which in my opinion, are worth 
the reading of any minister. 

The Macmillan Company, who are the 
publishers of all books mentioned here, last 
year issued a book of value on the rural 
problem, entitled, Educational Resources in 
Village and Rural Communities, edited by 


Joseph K. Hart, of the University of Wash- 
ington ($1.00). While the work was prob- 
ably prepared with educators in objective, 
it is the exponent of a general rural renais- 
sance. It deals with the unlisted educa- 
tional forces of the community unconscious- 
ly shaping community ideals. The relation 
of its physical and human resources, eco- 
nomic activities, hygiene, history, political 
life, and esthetic development, to rural 
questions is well considered. The social, 
recreational, moral, educational, and relig- 
ious life of the community have all received 
quite exhaustive treatment. There may at 
times be a failure to stress some view-points 
of the Church, but the twelve writers wno 
make up its staff have been quite as consid- 
erate of this as they could be expected to 
be. The analytical questions and the ex- 
tensive bibliography following each chapter 
should prove valuable. 

Most ministers interested in the rural 
problem have read that work which makes 
an excellent companion to the one mention- 
ed above in this study, The Country Church, 
by Gill and Pinchot ($1.25). If they have 
not, they should. It is illuminating as to 
eastern conditions, and suggestive of intel- 
ligence-producing methods for facts and 
plans in any community. 

Among the rapidly-accumulating volumes 
on the subject of Social Service, one of a 
rather striking type will be found in Faith 
and Social Service, by Dean George Hodge, 
of the Episcopal Theological School of Cam- 
bridge, Mass. ($1.25). It is an unusually 
well-written work of seven chapters, strik- 
ing in epigram and concise, definite state- 
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ments. The author is original and coura- 
geous; often radical and dogmatic in his pro- 
nouncements. The devout experience some 
trepidation in his chapter on Doubt, but it 
is largely allayed in his closing paragraphs 
of the same chapter. The book is here men- 
tioned to commend only four chapters of it, 
viz: The New Forces, Indifference, Poverty, 
and The City. The chapter on Moral Re- 
form is inexcusably weak and as much to 
be condemned as these four are to be com- 
mended. 

An excellent book for the clinical side of 
the ministry, especially for young ministers, 
is Vital Elements of Preaching, by Arthur 
S. Hoyt, Professor of Homiletics and 
Sociology, Auburn Theological Seminary 
($1.50). It is a course of lectures given 
at the University of Chicago. They are 
easy reading and of fine spirit. The min- 
ister of long service and ripe experience will 
also be freshened by them. The author has 
dealt with every phase of the minister’s 
work, and at no time loses sight of either 
the practical purpose, or the spiritual sig- 
nificance of the ministry. 

The Reconstruction of the Church, by 
Paul Moore Strayer ($1.50), is a really con- 
structive volume and much less radical than 
its title would imply. In his diagnosis of 
the modern Church one immediately recog- 
nizes that it is from the view-point of the 
man of practical experience, who has used 
his eyes, and not that of an office-dreamer. 
The remedials proposed of a service to help 
the community, instead of directly to en- 
large the Church; and a united Church to 
push the enterprises of the kingdom, are 
upheld with good logic. 

Another work of a more general character 
is The Christian Life in the Modern World, 
by Francis Greenwood Peaboay ($1.00), 
and a very readable volume. Christianity 
Between Sundays, by Dean Hodges ($1.25), 
belongs to the same class. 

The Christian Publishing Association 
will gladly furnish any of these books. 


“DEATH ENDS ALL”—DOES IT? 


The Bible lifts the curtain and we per- 
ceive the Almighty One who controls all the 
movements on the stage of action. This 
world is the stage of action. While the 
actors are free to act as they choose, they 
are held responsible for their acts. But no 
one can go any further than the Almighty 
shall permit. 

The beggar died. The rich man who 
fared sumptuously every day also died; but 
the beggar was afterwards seen in Abra- 
ham’s bosom, and the rich man, in torment. 
Death did not end all with them. So the 
Bible lifts the curtain, and after death all 
will be divided, the righteous from the 
wicked, and the righteous received to be 
with Christ: and the wicked turned away 
with no relief. ALDEN ALLEN. 


“If you would enter into the Christ-life, 
with its glory and power and joy, you must 
enter it through the gate of unselfishness. 
There is no other way. Christ is the way.” 


The nearer we come to the Lord, and the 
more intimate our fellowship, the easier it 
always is to pour out our hearts in fervent 
supplication—Robert Macdonald. 
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NEWS OF GENERAL INTEREST IN THE SECULAR WORLD 





Yuan Shi Kai, President of the Chi- 
nese Republic, has accepted the throne of 
China tendered to him by the Council of 
State. 1,993 out of 2,043 votes favored the 
change of government. 


—tThe key-note of President Wilson’s 
annual message to the Sixty-fourth Con- 
gress, read in person Dec. 7th, at a joint 
session of the House and Senate, was na- 
tional defense preparedness. 





Governor General von Bissing has 
imposed on Belgium a monthly war levy of 
$8,000,000. The payments are to begin on 
Dec. 10, and the nine provinces of Belgium 
are held responsible for the payments. 





The destruction of birds costs the 
United States a billion dollars a year, so 
says Colonel G. C. Shields, president of the 
League of American Sportsmen. He said 
the work of destroying birds in this country 
might be gauged by the fact that there are 
ten million shotguns in use, burning six 
hundred million cartridges a year. 


The text of the American note to 
Austria-Hungary regarding the sinking of 
the Italian steamship Ancona, made public 
Dec. 12th, reveals a formal demand by the 
United States for prompt denouncement of 
the “illegal and indefensible” act; for pun- 
ishment of the submarine commander and 
for reparation by the payment of indemnity 
for the killing and injuring of innocent 
American citizens. 








Emperor William has personally re- 
called the naval and military attaches of the 
German embassy at Washington who, by 
their activities rendered themselves offen- 
sive to the United States Government. The 
Emperor requested the United States to 
use its good offices in securing safe con- 
ducts for the departing attaches and for 
their successors, who will be named later. 
There was much satisfaction in official cir- 
cles at the prompt action taken by Emperor 
William and at the outcome of a situation 
which, for a time, appeared to threaten 
serious difficulties. 


——tThe moving of freight in the East is 
at a standstill because of the shortage of 
freight cars in the western part of the 
country. Cars are switched on side tracks 
waiting for ocean carriers to take their 
loads. The Lackawanna has 6,000 cars stored 
on its sidings as far west as Scranton, and 
has instructed its agents throughout the 
country to accept no more freight for ex- 
port. Some of the cars have been held for 
eighty days. Other roads are having a like 
experience. Lack of enough ships to carry 
the products of the country to other lands is 
also the reason for congestion of freight. 


—wWomen suffragists brought their de- 
mand for a constitutional amendment to 
Congress again, Dec. 6th, and renewed their 
requests for support to President Wilson. 
While the President declined to take up 
their cause in his annual address, he prom- 
ised to confer with Congress leaders over 
the amendment and from that assurance 
‘women derived much encouragement. Here- 
tofore the President has held that suffrage 
was a State issue. What effect, if any, the 
recent defeat of suffrage in the elections in 


eastern States may have had on his attitude 
was not disclosed, but the women were confi- 
dent that their latest pilgrimage to the 
White House had been the most fruitful of 
all. 


——Last month a new record was made in 
aerial navigation, when a Swedish aviator, 
Victor Carlstrom, made a 600-mile flight 
from Toronto in six hours and forty min- 
utes, an average rate of a mile and a half 
a minute, and landed in New York. The 
machine reached an altitude of from 5,000 
to 7,000 feet in the course of the journey 
and carried almost a thousand pounds in 
addition to the aviator. 


There are at present studying Eng- 
lish in Japan, in schools of all grades up to 
the universities, 200,000 boys and girls. In 
the secondary schools alone in Japan there 
are upward of 100,000 boys and girls study- 
ing English as a part of their course. Boys 
in these schools must study English seven 
hours each week for five years and the 
girls at least half that time. In a few gen- 
erations the English language will be almost 
universally spoken in Japan. Recently in 
Tokyo five hundred teachers of English 
gathered for a conference. Of the total 
about five per cent. were foreigners, Eng- 
lish and American men and women. The 
whole proceedings were conducted in Eng- 
lish. 








Director Weiss, of the Forest Product 
Laboratory at Madison, Wis., has discovered 
a new and promising source of yellow dye 
in the despised Osage orange wood of the 
middle western States. The Osage orange 
flourishes in Illinois and Indiana, but is 
more common in Texas and Oklahoma, 
where it has been considered as quite value- 
less. The new discovery, however, may 
make the large tracts of timber of great 
value. The coloring matter that the wood 
yields is a lemon yellow, but by various 
treatments it can be made to produce all 
shades from an orange brown to the lightest 
yellows and fawns. It will dye either wool- 
en or cotton material, and silk manufactur- 
ers are experimenting with it for their 
fabrics. Director Weiss says that the col- 
oring matter can be extracted at small ex- 
pense, and that the dyes made from it 
ought to cost less than German coal-tar 
dyes.—Youth’s Companion. 


——In answer to a request made by 
Health Commissioner Ernest J. Lederle, of 
New York City, to suggest ways to prevent 


people from taking poison from bottles: or. 


poisonous pills, there were many ways sug- 
gested. One was that poison tablets be 
made with holes through them, and then 
string them like beads. One of the queerest 
was a non-graspable bottle much like a 
nettle. It is covered with sharp spikes over 
its entire surface, excepting the bottom— 
even the cork being a horned affair. An- 
other inventor devised a plan whereby he 
was able to demonstrate the safety of his 
device by taking some of the tablets with- 
out the least harm. The tablets were cov- 
ered with a thin rubber jacket. Many of the 
responses to the request for preventing a 
person from taking poisonous substances 
by mistakes were encouraging, but few of 


them were practical. Some one suggested: 
that tablets be wrapped in paper and then 
put in a bottle, and the advice was that 
no one would mistake them. Something 
like this was tried in Germany, but it did 
not work very well, as several children took 
tablets so wrapped and thought they were 
candy and were therefore fatally poisoned. 
It seems that the only way to avoid taking 
medicine that is poison is to exercise care. 


—tThe report of the National Forest 
Reservation Commission has been submit- 
ted to Congress by the President of the Com- 
mission, Secretary of War Garrison. It 
shows that the Commission has to date ap- 
proved the purchase of 1,317,000 acres in 
the mountains of the East, out of a proposed 
total of some 6,000,000 acres. Slightly over 
$8,000,000 of the $11,000,000 voted by Con- 
gress has been actually available, and the 
purchases approved out of this sum, which 
pays for the cost of field surveys, appraisals, 
searching of land titles, and similar mat- 
ters, as well as the land itself, total 256,000 
acres in New Hampshire, 294,000 acres in 
Virginia, 108,000 acres in West Virginia, 
267,000 in Tennessee, 269,000 in North Car- 
olina, 23,000 in South Carolina, and 96,000 
in Georgia. The average price of the land 
has been $5.22 per acre. The areas bought 
are located in the higher mountains on the 
watershed of the principal navigable 
streams of the East, with the primary pur- 
pose. of protecting the navigability of these 
streams. 


— —Some years ago a man who didn’t 
care for the usual quotations and pictures 
on postal cards of the Christmas season 
tried making some witty saying or a cheer- 
ful greeting on the back of his visiting 
card, which was always appreciated much 
by his friends. He had a litile shop and one 
day he suggested to a publisher who called 
of him that he try selling cards that had on 
them original sentiments. At first the pub- 
lisher was dubious, but consented to try the 
new idea on some of the office force. He did 
so and they were so pleased with the new 
cards that the publisher consented to put 
them on the market. Mr. Robert H. Lord 
was the man who wrote the lines and verses 
that were to revolutionize the greeting card 
business. In every case he tried to make 
them simple and personal, to put into phrase 
or verse the thoughts of love and good-will 
that the average man and woman wish to 
express. They soon began to sell through- 
out the country and thus Robert H. Lord 
began writing sentiments in earnest,—senti- 
ments appropriate for all kinds of people— 
appropriate for children to send parents, for 
parents to send children, for sweethearts to 
exchange, for pastors to send their flocks, 
until every human relation had its greet- 
ing card. Many times his original ideas 
were in response to some demand of the 
customers of “The Little Shop,” as his 
place of business was called. Mr. Lord was 
from Springfield, Ill., but to-day he is found 
in Boston, writing Christmas wishes for a 
nation. He was so original that he didn’t 
like even to sign his name at the end of a 
business letter as men usually do, but wrote 
it “cheerfully yours, Robert H. Lord.”— 
Extract from American Magazine. 
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Shermanville, Kansas, 
sends $10 for Convention. 


Mrs. Mariam Little, of 
Jamestown, Ohio, sends 


$5.00 for the Convention. 





The executive Board of The American 
Christian Convention will meet in the 
Chapel of The Christian Publishing Asso- 
ciation Building, Dayton, Ohio, on Tuesday, 
January 11, 1916, at ten o’clock a. m. 

FRANK G. COFFIN, President. 
J. F. BURNETT, Secretary. 


SOME FAITHFUL, GENEROUS SOULS 


JAMESTOWN, OHIO, Dec. 7, 1915. 
DEAR BROTHER BURNETT:—Find enclosed 
five dollars ($5.00) for the Convention 
work. 
MARIAM LITTLE. 





CAMPBELL, N. Y., Dec. 3, 1915. 
Rev. J. F. Burnett. 

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER :—Enclosed please 
find post-office money-order for $1.10, to be 
sent to foreign missions. It is our little mite 
from Merchantville Christian Sunday- 
school. We are not very strong in numbers 
since Rev. Hainer left us. We are rather 
weak, but are still striving and struggling 
along by the grace of God. We hope to be 
able to procure a pastor in the near future. 

Yours in Christian love, 
Mrs. D. C. RISING, 
Sunday-school Secretary. 





WINCHESTER, IND., Dec. 8, 1915. 
Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D., 
Dayton, Ohio. 

DEAR BROTHER :—Enclosed find cheque for 
two dollars ($2.00), which you will please 
credit to the Mt. Pleasant Christian church, 
of the Eastern Indiana Christian Confer- 
ence, as its offering for The American 
Christian Convention. Send receipt to Mrs. 
Mae Cummins, Church Clerk, Anderson, In- 
diana, R. D. No. 4. This is a little, 
struggling church, with only a very few 
working members, and very few to bear the 
financial burdens of the church. As their 
pastor, I am trying to teach them loyalty 
to The American Christian Convention, and 
the general Church, that they may have the 
blessing of the loving Father to that extent 
that they may succeed in overcoming the 
world. 

As ever, your brother in Jesus, 

A. M. ADDINGTON. 





THE AMERICAN CHRISTIAN CONVENTION 





Official Departments at Work 


THE CONVENTION OFFERING 


Had you thought that the offering for the 
Convention is taken in December? And 

Had you thought that December is a winter 
month with stormy weather and bad 
roads? And 

Had you thought that the time is near to 
Christmas, when money is used for 
presents? And 

Had you thought that in many States it is 
tax-paying time, and that “taxes must 
be paid?” And 

Had you thought that it is a time when 
work is scarce in towns and cities and 
money hard to get? And 

Had you thought that during the winter 
months the living expenses are greater 
than during the summer? And 

Had you thought that we are all a little 
more selfishly economical in the winter 
than in the summer? And 

Had you thought of how all these conditions 
effect the Convention offering and les- 
sen the amount? And 

Had you thought that all the other offerings 
are taken in better seasons of the year 
and under more favorable circum- 
stances? And 

Had you thought that had it not been for 
the Convention, the other offerings 
would not have been established by the 
Christians? And 

Had you thought that the Convention offer- 
ing is as worthy in its place as any of 
the others? And 

Had you thought that the Convention work 
is as hard and as important as any de- 
partment of it? And 

Had you thought that to neglect the Con- 
vention is to neglect all the depart- 
ments of it and cause them to suffer? 
And 

Had you thought that the Convention has 
grown until it does several times as 
much work as it once did? And 

Had you thought that the Convention’s 
growth and development are something 
that every member of the Church 
should be thankful for? And 

Had you thought that in the increase of 
prices for printing and other lines of 
expense, that it costs the Convention 
much more than it once did? And 

Had you thought that unless the offering is 
much larger than it ever has been, that 
it will not be large enough? And 

Had you thought of the many good souls 
and worthy churches that are contrib- 
uting large sums to the good cause? 
And 

Had you thought that you would !‘ke to be 
numbered with these heroic and gener- 
ous ones? And. 

Had you thought that you might be, if only 
you would make up your mind to give 
as the Lord has prospered you? And 

Had you thought that your absence from 
church on the day the offering was tak- 
en did not excuse you from giving? 
And 
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Had you thought that the offering made by 
a few people would not fairly repres<nt 
your church, and would be to them an 
injustice? And 

Had you thought that it is not compliment- 
ary to you for you to say: “Well, I 
was not there when the offering was 
taken and so could not contribute?” 
And 

Had you thought that you could send a 
personal offering direct to the Conven- 
tion, or through your church treasurer, 
if you so desired? And 

Had you thought that such an offering 
would help you, help the cause, and help 
the Convention, too? And 

Had you thought that if the offering to the 
Convention is not what it should be, 
that it will work a hardship for the 
cause we all love? And 

Had you thought that the Convention Sec- 
retary could not be expected to work 
seven days in the week? And yet he 
does, And 

Had you thought that every penny he re- 
ceives for services on the Sabbath, or 
other days, goes into the Convention 
treasury? And 

Had you thought that by his services on 
Sunday and other days he puts into 
the Convention Treasury about six hun- 
dred dollars a year? And 

Had you thought that if the Convention 
expenses could be met by the offering 
that he could serve weak churches free 
of cost to them? And 

Had you thought that for a whole congre- 
gation to give less than a dollar is a 
sad comment upon their love for the 
cause and their willingness to give to 
it? And 

Had you thought that the offering to the 
Convention ought to average at least 
five dollars to the Church? And 

Had you thought that now is the time for 
you to make up your mind to do some- 
thing worth while for the work? And 

Had you thought that even though the col- 
lection had been taken and that you con- 
tributed to it that you might as well 
send a personal gift? And 

Had you thought that if you do it, it might 
inspire others to follow your good ex- 
ample and thus increase the sum total 
of the amount given? And 

Had you thought that if you don’t do it, a 
whole lot of people will wonder why? 
And 

Had you thought that if you do send a per- 
sonal gift, that it had better be sent to- 
day to J. F. Burnett, Secretary, Ameri- 
can Christian Convention, Dayton, O.? 


Yet Hope had never lost her youth; 
She did but look thro’ dimmer eyes. 
—Tennyson, In Memoriam. 


Our judgments are inspired by our acts 
more than our acts by our judgments.— 
Abbe Roux. 








1618 — (18) 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Rev. Walton C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., Sec’y 
Elon College, N. C. 





Lesson for January 2, 1916 





THE ASCENDING LORD 
Acts 1:1-14 





Time—Spring of A. D. 30. 

Place—Mt. Olivet. 

Golden Text—When he ascended up on 
high, he led captivity captive, and gave 
gifts unto men.—Eph. 4: 8. 





Daily Readings 

Monday, Dec. 27—-The Ascending Lord. 
Acts 1: 1-14. 

Tuesday, Dec. 28—The Ascension Fore- 
told. John 20: 11-18. 

Wednesday, Dec. 29—Ascension of Elijah. 
2 Kings 2: 9-14. 

Thursday, Dec. 30—Ascending Into Zion. 
Psa. 24: 1-10. 

Friday, Dec. 31—Gifts From the Ascend- 
ed Lord. Eph. 4: 7-16. 

Saturday, Jan. 1—The Glorified Christ. 
Rev. 22: 8-16. 

Sunday, Jan. 2—The Lamb on Mount 
Zion. Rev. 14: 1-7. 





Introduction 

The writer of the Acts, as we learn from 
the introduction of the book as well as from 
tradition, was Luke, who wrote the Gospel 
that bears his name. He was an eye-witness 
of many of the events that he records. He 
was evidently a close companion and ardent 
admirer of the Apostle Paul, and shared in 
many of his journeys and labors. The ob- 
ject of the book, the last of the historical 
books of the Bible, is to transmit an accu- 
rate account of the work of the inspired 
apostles, for the instruction and guidance 
of the Church in all times. The book nat- 
urally is divided into two parts. The first 
gives an account of the spread of the gospel 
among the Jews and the second shows 
the work among the Gentiles. This story is 
not exhaustive and does not give an account 
of ail the work of the Church in that age. 
Our lesson is a study of the ascending Lord 
and the preparation for the coming of the 
Holy Spirit, the birth of the Church, and 
the spread of the gospel under the new dis- 
pensation. 





Comments 

The former treatise referred to is the 
Gospel according to Luke. This Gospel is 
dedicated to the same person as the Acts, 
that is, to Theophilus, “Lover of God.” In 
the former treatise, he had given an ac- 
count of “all that Jesus began to do and to 
teach.” He taught first by conduct, then 
by theory; man teaches first by theory. The 
Acts relates what Jesus continued, under 
the direction of the Holy Spirit, to do and 
to teach. “Until the day.”—The Acts takes 
up the work of Jesus after His earthly 
career closes. He was made real to us, 
in the Gospel, by His nature, His conduct, 
and His teachings. These facts of His life 
form the basis of all His power and prog- 
ress during all the centuries of Christian- 
ity. The supreme personality of Jesus, the 
Master Teacher, has been the inspiration, 
the example, and the ideal of all Christian 
teachers since His day. The greatest things 
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about any teacher, or teacher’s influence 
over the lives of students, is his personality. 
This is what makes Christian education 
superior to secular education, and explains 
the fact that the Church has given us the 
greatest men of every age. 


“To whom He showed Himself alive.”— 
Alive in his literal body, proving His resur- 
rection and that He is an everlasting Sav- 
ior. “After His passion.”—His death on 
the cross, His supreme suffering, or passion. 
“By many infallible proofs.” —Proofs of ev- 
ery kind, from every view, to every sense 
and function of the mind, in order that the 
truth might be convincing, certain, and evi- 
dent. He was seen during a period of forty 
days, on ten or eleven different occasions, 
sufficient to make them amply sure that He 
was alive from the dead. No historical 
fact is more certain than the resurrection 
of Jesus. During the time of His manifes- 
tation to them, He was not only seen, but 
He conversed with them of the things per- 
taining to the Kingdom of God, appealing 
to all their faculties of mind and spirit, and 
directing them as to, how they might con- 
tinue the work that He had begun with 
them. The history of the Church since the 
resurrection has proved the resurrection. 
No such institution such as the Church 
could ever have been built and maintained 
with such wonderful growth and such a 
wonderful history upon the memory of a 
dead hero. His resurrection proves His di- 
vinity, as His ascension proves his resurrec- 
tion. 

“And being assembled with them.”—There 
were only eleven present at this time, as 
this was probably in Jerusalem, on the day 
of the ascension, just before He led them 
out to the place of ascension. He command- 
ed them that they should not depart from 
Jerusalem, but wait. 
prayed, they communed with one another, 
and engaged in the common duties of life. 
Waiting is not idleness, not sleeping, not 
inactivity,but ratheraputting forth of every 
effort to bring the thing to pass for which 
we wait. “The promise of the Father.”— 
This is a free promise followed by a free 
gift of fulfillment. They did not pray for 
this promise or its fulfillment, so far as 
we know. “Which (promise) ye have heard 
of me.”—Read Luke 24: 49 and John 14: 16, 
26; 15:26 for the promise. In verses 5 
and 8 we learn that the promise was an 
overflowing of the Spirit. This promise be- 
gan with Joel 2: 28, 29; repeated by Isaiah 
82:15; 42:3; repeated again by Haggai 
2: 5 and Zechariah 4: 6; 12:10. This prom- 
ise is the baptism with the Holy Spirit. 
“For John truly baptized with water.”—The 
type and picture of the real baptism, but 
John pointed to Jesus and said, “I indeed 
baptize you with water unto repentance... 
ee | ae he shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost.” Matt. 3:11. Jesus now says 
that this promise is soon to be fulfilled, say- 
ing, “Ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost.” This does not mean that this is the 
first time that the Holy Ghost had been 
received, but that this time He comes as a 
baptism of the early Church, and to abide 
forever. This great manifestation should 
take place “not many days hence,” that is, 
about ten days later, on the Pentecost. 

“When they therefore had come togeth- 
er.” —Either at Jerusalem, or, more likely, 


They tarried, they - 
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on the Mount of Olives, whence He should 
ascend, they asked, kept on asking Him, 
“Wilt Thou at this time restore again the 
kingdom of Israel?” They were looking 
for the restoration of the temporal kingdom 
which had been taken from them many 
years before this time. He replied that it 
was not for them to know the times and 
seasons. It was not so much a question of 
the point of time at which his great work 
should be accomplished, for the great trans- 
formation would come like the revival of 
spring. We cannot tell just when the 
spring comes, but we know when it is here; 
so is the coming of the kingdom of Christ. 
Great movements come slowly, the greater 
the more slowly, but they surely come. 
While they should not know the times and 
seasons, they should receive power to help 
to bring it to pass, and this was far greater 
for them and for the kingdom. This power 
would enable them to bring to pass the 
things that they desired to know. This 
would enable them to make the ideal king- 
dom real, and this is the only power in 
Church or individual that can change our 
best ideals into living realities. “After that 
the Holy Ghost is come upon you.”’—The 
power, the dynamic of the Church is di- 
vine; it comes from God and works in hu- 
man souls. This coming power is not 
simply an event, but is the ushering in of 
a new dispensation through which this pow- 
er should continue forever. The continu- 
ous power of the Church is the indwelling 
Spirit. “Ye shall be witnesses unto me.” 
—wWitnesses in the Greek means “martyrs,” 
that is, those who bear witness for Jesus 
by suffering or even death, if need be. This 
is the Spirit that the Holy Spirit begets in 
all who follow Christ with a living faith. 
The power of the gospel is found just in 
such a spirit as this. Nothing less than 
this will make the Church powerful in this 
or any age. They were to bear witness to 
the character, teachings, deeds, and experi- 
ences that they had seen in Christ and that 
following Him had wrought in them, even 
though it caused them to suffer unto death, 
even the death of martyrdom. “Jerusalem 
edites uttermost part of the earth.”—Their 
ministration was to begin at home and ir- 
radiate from that center as a working 
basis. This is the Biblical plan for mis- 
sions. The Father works not only on men, 
but through men for the salvation of other 
men. God and man are the powers that 
must unite for the evangelization of the 
entire world. When this spirit came into 
their life, they were emboldened, they were 
made new men. They knew the facts about 
Jesus, and now they had received the spirit 
to quicken their experiences to fit them for 
“witnesses.” 


“While they beheld.”—They had a clear 
proof of the ascension to assure them that 
there was no deception. He was blessing 
them while He was being taken up from 
them. “A cloud received Him out of thetr 
sight.”—This was a cloud of glory like the 
glory manifested on the Mount of Trans- 
figuration. He had come from the Father 
and now returned to the Father, as He had 
completed the work that the Father had 
given Him to do. He shall return in like 
manner when He makes His second advent 
into the world. Those who have most of 
His Spirit are full of His ideals. 


Cee 


DECEMBER 23, 1915 THE 
COMMENCEMENT EXERCISE OF 
TEACHER-TRAINING CLASS 


BY MRS. B. M. WILLIAMS 


Commencement exercises of Teacher- 
training Class No. 2 were held at Mt. Union 
Christian church of the Rays Hill and 
Southern Pennsylvania Christian Confer- 
ence on Sunday evening, December 5, to a 
large and attentive audience. 

At eight o’clock the class, led by their 
teacher, Mrs. F. H. O’Neal, marched into 
the auditorium to an accompaniment of 
music by Miss Mabel Grubb, of Clearville, 
Pa., organist; B. M. Williams, violinist ; 
Henry O’Neal and Raymond O’Neal, cornet- 
ists. The music throughout the entire pro- 
gram was rendered most effectively by these 
same accompanists. 

The auditorium was fitly decorated in the 
class colors—white and yellow—and the 
ladies of the class were becomingly gowned 
in white, which added to the attractiveness 
of the scene. 

The opening hymn, Onward, Christian 
Soldiers, was sung by the congregation. 

The Scripture lesson, found in second 
Timothy, second chapter, was read by 
Jasper B. Wilkins in a very competent man- 
ner. 

In the absence of the pastor, prayer was 
offered by Mr. H. J. Wagoner, of Everett, 
Pa. 

The graduating class then sang a beau- 
tiful hymn entitled: Building for His Glory. 

An appropriate recitation entitled, The 
Master’s Coming, was well rendered by 
Miss Elsie E. Veatch. 

Miss Edith Williams is entitled to much 
praise for the deep line of thought impres- 
sively given on her subject, The Making of 
a Teacher. 

A duet entitled, Sun of My Love, was 
very effectively sung by Mrs. H. M. Barton 
and Ina Grace Barton, and is worthy of 
much commendation. 

Another interesting feature was a study 
in Old Testament History by Odessa Ben- 
nett, Pearl Wilkins, and Mary E. Kegg, of 
the graduating class, who were assisted by 
the following members of the Sunday- 
school, who represented the various Bible 
characters as follows: Vaughn Williams, 
Abraham; Raymond Bussard, Moses; J. 
Wilson Weicht, Daniel; Webster Diehl, 
Ezra; Henry O’Neal, David, the Shepherd 
Boy; Estha Diehl, Ruth; Gladys Mortimore, 
Queen Esther; Emily Mellin, Deborah. 

The study was completed by the three 
graduating members giving in unison, the 
nineteenth Psalm in a pleasing and capable 
manner. 


A quartet composed of Mrs. F. H. O’Neal, 
Mrs. B. M. Williams, and Messrs. F. H. 
O’Neal and H. I. O’Neal next sang Rock 
of Ages, which was beautifully carried out 
in pantomine by Miss Ruth Bennett, who 
is an artist in this special line. 

Mr. Harry M. Barton is deserving of 
much credit for the prudent and masterful 
manner in which he set forth the needs and 
benefits of training in his address on The 
Value of Teacher-training. 

A very instructive address was next made 
by M. H. Kramer, of Hyndman, Pa., presi- 


dent of Bedford County, Sunday-school As- 


sociation, in which he expressed his adimira- 
tion of the meritorious work done by the 


HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


officers and Sunday-school and in present- 
ing the diplomas to the graduates of the 
Teacher-training Class, praised them for 
their loyalty and the work they have fitted 
themselves to do. After this the congre- 
gation sang, Stand Up, Stand Up for 
Jesus, which was followed by an interesting 
address by Mr. H. J. Wagoner, who gave 
some very valuable suggestions. 

An interesting number, though not listed 
on the program, was next given when H. 
M. Barton asked the class teacher, Mrs. F. 
H. O’Neal, to come forward, and in behalf 
of the class presented to her a nicely-bound 
Bible, bearing her name in gilt letters on 
the front cover. This token of remem- 
brance showed the respect and esteem with 
which the class regarded their teacher. 
Mrs. O’Neal, though greatly surprised, 
made a fitting response. 

An offering was taken for the benefit of 
teacher-training work. 

The closing hymn, The Heavens Proclaim 
Him, was well rendered and the program 
ended by the congregation repeating the 
Lord’s Prayer in unison. 

Everett, Pa. 


CHRISTMAS LETTER 
BY MRS. F. BULLOCK 


DEAR COWORKERS:—A merry, merry 
Christmas to you one and all. I wonder 
what you have been planning for Christmas. 
I wonder if your plans have been all for 
yourselves, or if you have gone outside of 
the family circle, and the circle of your 
friends, and have planned somehow, some- 
where, a deeper harvest for the coming 
year. I wonder if you have planned a 
“Merry Christmas” for your class? 


“Oh, yes, you will say, “I always plan for 
a present for each one of my class,” or “I 
always give my class a tree—or a treat.” 
“I always remember Christmas some way.” 

I have heard that phrase used times with- 
out number, “I remember Christmas some 
way.” What I am asking you is this, “What 
is the way?” Is it a way which will give 
the child a better idea of the Babe of Beth- 
lehem who became the Man Christ Jesus? 
Will your scholars love and reverence Him 
more on New Year’s Day because of what 
they have learned from you on Christmas? 
In other words, will their knowledge of 
Jesus be deeper and richer at the beginning 
of this coming year than it was last year, 
because you are their teacher and because 
they have celebrated with you the birthday 
of their King? 

I have never been able to see the view- 
point of the teacher who gives little cheap 
toys to her class. No, not even if they are 
children who otherwise would get no toys. 
If such be the case, I would try to see that 
they had something, it is true, but it would 
come to them outside of the Christmas cele- 
bration or meeting in the Sunday-school. If 
I were a teacher in a Sunday-school, I 
would wish to give nothing to my class that 
did not, in some way, carry to them the 
thought of the Christ child, rather than of 
Santa Claus. Many teachers will say, the 
week before Christmas, “I hope Santa will 
bring you lots of gifts,’ and will ask, 
the week after Christmas, “What did Santa 
bring you?” and will totally forget to 
mention that we are celebrating the birth- 
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day of Jesus of Nazareth, our Lord and 
Savior and Friend. There is a little poem 
in which Santa Claus is supposed to be the 
speaker (the original Claus, or Nicholas, 
who became Santa Claus, I mean), in which 
he is made to say: 


“For Christ’s sake I set forth with gifts,” 
answered Claus. 

“Since God’s Son was born to the world 
morrow day 

God’s children in token should joy and be 
gay. 

So in His name I bring these poor pres- 
ents,” said Claus, 

“As once did the wise men to Christ.” 


Let this thought govern all our gift- 
bringing and giving. Let us give “as unto 
the Lord.” Let us see Him in each one of 
these little children, whether of a larger or 
smaller growth, for we are all little children 
sometimes. Let us worship the Christ child. 
Let us celebrate His birth. Let us teach 
those committed to our care that it is a 
birthday we are celebrating, and let us use 
it to fill each heart more full of love, more 
full of joy in service. Let us make it a 
happy time because “Christ was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea” and this same Jesus is 
both Lord and King. 

When the love of God shines in us richly; 
when we remember with joy and thanksgiv- 
ing that we are, indeed “children of the 
King,” and that it is the birthday of our 
dear and loving Elder Brother, that we are 
celebrating, then indeed, one and all, we 
shall have a “Merry, Merry Christmas.” 
SS 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 
W. A. Harper, LL. D. o Secretary 
Elon College, N. C. 








WHAT THE CONSECRATION MEETING 
SHOULD MEAN TO US 


BY DR. AMOS R. WELLS 


The central word of Christian Endeavor 
is Consecration. Consecration is the heart 
of the pledge, the soul of committee work, 
the life of the prayer-meeting. I know how 
highly all loyal Endeavorers honor this 
great word, Consecration. It shines before 
them like the moving star of Bethlehem. In 
their most thoughtful and serious moments 
they clearly see how that great word, Con- 
secration, grasps in its matchless sweep all 
delights and powers and values of this pres- 
ent world and of the world to come. 

But thoughtful and serious moments do 
not last forever, and it has sometimes 
seemed to me that this word of power, Con- 
secration, was taken upon the lips of En- 
deavorers in a way so trifling as to destroy 
its power entirely. The flippant response 
at roll-call meeting, “Want to be re-conse- 
crated,” is heard sometimes—let me hope 
rarely—spoken with no more serious feel- 
ing than if one should remark, “Want a 
glass of soda water.” And indeed soda 
water is no unfit type of such religion— 
all froth and bubbly emptiness. 

I know the heart of the Christian En- 
deavorers—that great, warm, eager heart; 
and I know that on the great day when 
hearts will be read as books are now, across 
the heart of this mighty host will be found 
the one word, Consecration. We do not hold 
the word lightly. Our lips are reverent 
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when we speak it, and our eyes flash with 
the advance light of heaven. And we flush 
with pain and indignation when we hear 
that great word taken in vain. 


TAKING COMMON NOUNS IN VAIN 


For, though it is not a proper noun, it can 
be taken in vain. Did you ever know that 
common nouns can be taken in vain? When 
a man flings slightingly from his tongue 
such holy words as mother, wife, home, 
country, heaven, faith, honor, truth, and 
consecration, he is almost as guilty as if he 
took in vain the name of the Most High. 
Such folly falls not far short of profanity. 

And do you know how to bow to words? 
How, recognizing the Godhead in these com- 
mon nouns, to bend a reverent tongue before 
them, as you bend a reverent head in the 
presence of God? Elocutionists cannot 
teach you how to bow to words; they teach 
you to make words your puppets. If you 
would learn to take these holy syllables fit- 
tingly on your tongue, you must first take 
them into your lives. 

No rakish gadabout, who spends his days 
and evenings at the club and the theater, 
and knows no more of his own abode than 
a night-latch key can show him,—no such 
profligate can speak the name of “home” 
without profaning it. And let no shallow 
worldling, to whom Christ is a name in a 
book, and the Bible a book on a shelf, to 
whom what he shall eat and drink and wear, 
what he shall get and enjoy, constitute his 
life,—let no such selfish lips attempt the 
syllables, “Consecration.” ‘That word is a 
word for Endeavorers, for those alone that 
are trying to do Christ’s will. 


Seek not your own life, but find it in seek- 
ing the life of others—then you may come 
to pronounce that word. Be as Christ, who 
pleased not Himself, who came not to be 
ministered unto but to minister, to give His 
life a ransom for many, to be the least of all 
and the servant of all,—be or endeavor to be 
all this, and your tongue may bear that 
gracious word, Consecration, and bear it 
gracefully. 


THE GARDEN OF CONSECRATION 


We are in an ancient orchard. Under 
the thick low branches of the olives it is 
very dark. The full moonlight is arrested 
by the topmost boughs, and only a few 
flickerings fall on a group of weary, dis- 
heartened men, asleep upon the ground. 
From a little distance in the deeper gloom 
shudders forth a moan, such a low, terrible 
moan as a strong man makes when body 
and soul are torn in some great struggle. 
This is the Garden of Consecration—not the 
Garden of Gethsemane, but the Garden of 
Consecration. 

In this dark olive orchard, alone, as all 
of us must be, our Lord and Master fought 
the battle we all must fight who would win 
his crown,—the battle of consecration. That 
most mysterious of all beings—the mystery 
of man, the mystery of God, the mystery of 
their union—that trinity of mysteries, our 
blessed Lord, entered after that dark strug- 
gle into the dearest mystery of all, the in- 
nermost secret of consecration, out of which 
he evermore reaches his hand, to draw us 
after him. 

The lower phases of that contest—how 
well we all know them! “Father, let this 
cup pass from met” Qur faint lips have 
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uttered that cry before a thousand, thou- 
sand woes, things difficult to bear or do. 
But the victory of that contest, the triumph 
of consecration, the “not my will but thine,” 
—ah, how little we know about that! 


ONLY ONE THING TO CONSECRATE 


For, after all, there is but one thing to 
consecrate. If a truth is not plain and sim- 
ple, it is not Christian, and this doctrine of 
consecration is of the plainest and simplest. 
But one thing, at bottom, can be consecrat- 
ed, and that is our will. When we can hon- 
estly and without reservation or desire pray 
that God’s will and not ours be done, then 
all is done. By that one deed our time is 
consecrated, our money, our strength, our 
brain, our ambition, our affection, our plans, 
everything. 

The engineer does not work the driving 
wheels of the locomotive, nor the piston rod, 
nor the safety valves, nor the steam ex- 
haust; he works only the lever. Just the 
same, if a thief places his hand on the 
lever, in an instant wheels, rods, pipes, 
valves, shafts, furnace, and all become thiev- 
ish, and run away; but as soon as the law- 
ful engineer touches the lever again, all 
other parts of the locomotive become law- 
abiding. There is but one thing to be con- 
secrated in all the complicated machinery 
of our lives, and that is the quiet, powerful 
lever of all, our will. 

You need never inquire, “Am I devoting 
as much of my time to religious work as I 
should?” “Am I spending the right propor- 
tion of money in the service of Him who 
gave me all I have?” “Do I love father or 
mother more than Christ?” “Am I using 
my brain more in secular than in spiritual 
pursuits?” You need never ask such ques- 
tions, because they are covered by the fun- 
damental question, “Is my will surrendered 
to Christ?” 

That is the question for us to ask at our 
consecration meetings. That is, indeed, the 
question of questions for us, taking the 
place of all other searching questions what- 
soever. “How are you getting along?” It 
includes that. “How are you feeling?” It 
includes that. “What are you going to do?” 
It includes that. “What do you think about 
it?” It includes that. “Is your will Christ’s?” 
Answer to that the happy, trembling Yes, 
and you are consecrated. 

“But how am I to know that I have the 
right to make that answer?” you ask. 
“How am I to know when my will has be- 
come Christ’s will and I have become con- 
secrated to him?” 

You may tell by three tests: the test of 
peace, the test of joy, the test of power. 


THE TEST OF PEACE 


The consecrated soul is the soul at peace. 
To be consecrated is to be set apart, we oft- 
en say; but set apart from what? Set apart 
from the weeds and the slugs and the 
trampling of men and of beasts, as the 
ground consecrated to the garden. Set apart 
from rocks and swamps and thickets and 
precipices, as the carriage consecrated to 
the skilful driver. 

The reins of our lives in Christ’s hands; 
no more choices to make, since He makes 
them for us; no more guide-boards to scan 
anxiously at the cross-roads; no more to be 
run away with by ambition, or weighed 
down by the burdens of selfishness, or over- 
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turned by boulders of pride, or stuck in the 
ruts of stagnation—that is what consecra- 
tion means. 

It is the peace of the harassed first mate 
in the storm when the captain comes to re- 
lieve him of the command. It is the peace 
of the soldier’s wife when her hero returns. 
from the war, to protect, and direct, and 
support the home. It is the peace of the 
watcher by the sick-bed when the trusted 
doctor comes. 

The consecrated man has learned by many 
a fall how weak his muscles are, and has. 
found great peace in the everlasting arms. 
Through many a failure he has come to dis- 
trust his own wisdom, and is glad to be 
guided by the Wonderful Counselor. He 
has tried his own will, he has lived with it 
all his life, and he has grown heartily tired 
of a comrade who has led him to pitfalls, 
mocked him with misery, and flaunted fail- 
ure in his face. Now it is so restful just to 
give up, just to feel one’s self lifted and 
borne along on those strong and loving arms 
that never grow weak and never betray. 

Now that is one test of your consecration. 
Has this peace stolen in any measure into 
your life? Are you learning to rest serene- 
ly in one station till God calls you to come 
up higher? Are you letting your prayers 
plan your life? Are you content with such 
things as you have? Are the cares of this 
world ceasing to choke the Word? 

Is your forehead growing’ smoother, and 
your mouth growing sweeter about the cor- 
ners? Have the blues given place to rose 
color? Do you look instinctively for the 
silver lining, the bright side of things? Are 
the knots, and the tangles, and the cross- 
nesses of your life getting straightened out? 
Are you getting up every morning out of the 
right side of the bed? Do you forget un- 
pleasant things more readily, and have you 
become an uncompromising optimist? 

Ah, me! I cannot describe it, for it is 
the peace that passes understanding, this 
peace that the world cannot give, but that 
comes alone from true consecration to our 
dear Master. 

If you have it, you know it, without any 
telling; and if you have it not, the most 
gentle and beautiful words that ever fell 
from poet’s lips could give you only a feeble 
conception of the blessed, restful peace you 
are missing. This peace is the first test and 
proof of consecration. 


THE TEST OF JOY 


And the second test is joy. Peace is pass- 
ive, but joy is active. The consecrated soul 
has more than an inner glow; it has an out- 
ward beaming. What is more beautiful than 
a happy face? The features may be irreg- 
ular, the complexion muddy, the lips sallow, 
the eyebrows scanty, yet if the glory of joy 
is spread over the countenance, that face 
bows all souls before it as it moves through 
a crowd, and wins men as, without this 
beauty-mask, nc snowy skin, and lustrous 
eyes, and crimson lips, and flawless features 
ever could. And this beautiful happiness is 
born of the Christ-life alone. 

There are animal spirits, I know, and you 
must not confuse them with this joy. They 
are of the earth, truly called animal spirits; 
but these are spiritual spirits. Men who 
are not Christ’s laugh, and smile, and dance, 
and sing, and clap their hands, but their 
joy is like the brilliancy of the bubble, that 
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or sickness, or loss, or a thousand sharp 
fingers besides; while the joy of a conse- 
«rated soul is like the brilliancy of a sap- 
phire, that can pass through the furnace 
without losing a single ray. 


AS YOU DRAW NEARER 


Have you ever tried to discover how faces 
change on your approach? They must 
change in some way. Two people that know 
each other—and, indeed, often two people 
that do not know each other—can no more 
meet without affecting each other’s counte- 
mnances than two mirrors can pass each other 
without mutual reflection. 


As you go near your friends are their 
mouth corners drawn down, their teeth set 
a little more firmly, their eyebrows a trifle 
contracted, or, on the contrary, does a 
pleased light begin to rise in their eyes like 
a beacon that flames the coming of good, 
and do all the lines of your friend’s face 
from themselves to receive a blessing? Are 
you a noble Orpheus, not merely drawing all 
that has life with delight to your music, but 
also spreading a singing contagion, that 
makes of each one of you meet an Orpheus, 
heart and voice set to happy hymns? 

Ah, there is light, that cannot help bright- 
ening everything it touches. And there is 
heat, that is known to be heat only because 
it forces all around to be warmer. And 
there is electricity, that thrills itself away 
with instant readiness through any asking 
metal. But of all things in God’s universe 
the readiest to communicate itself is hap- 
piness. It will out, and into other people, 
the giver having none the less, but the re- 
ceiver infinitely more. 

Now Christ came that His joy might be in 
us—that our joy might be fulfilled—filled 
full, that is, of His joy. If we are conse- 
crated to Him, we have made ourselves con- 
duits of His happiness. And never was 
there a happier being than this man of sor- 
rows. “Let not your hearts be troubled,” 
He cried, just before Gethsemane. He is the 
spring of living water in all his faithful fol- 
lowers. To the Christian, happiness is as 
much a duty as duty is a happiness,—only, 
it is more than a duty; it is a gift. 


A PROOF OF JOY 


Indeed, dear friends, I am proposing a se- 
vere test of our consecration, this test of 
happiness; but it is Christ’s test. And no 
more searching question could be asked you 
by any inquisitor than this: “Are you hap- 
py?” And the final and conclusive evidence 
of your happiness is the happiness of your 
friends. 

How many sing more cheerily at their 
work when you are near? How many faces 
grow brighter on your approach? How 
many come to you with their troubles, sure 
to leave their burdens behind them as they 
go away? Our happiness in heaven will 
largely be made up of the happiness we 
have inspired in others here. Are you send- 
ing such treasure before you? 

O happy hearts and joyful voices and 
radiant faces of Christ’s consecrated ones! 
Yours is no fitful flash, bright for a whim- 
sical moment, but the steady beaming of the 
Light of the world. After such joy the 
whole blind world gropes longingly amid its 
coin-heaps and ledger pages, and never will 


find it there. Shine out on their gloom, 
blessed Son of righteousness! 


THE TEST OF POWER 


Our consecration, then, is to be known by 
our peace and our joy; it is proved also by 
our power. When a young man or woman 
applies anywhere for a position, he is con- 
fronted with the pertinent inquiry: “What 
can you do?” If it turns out, as it so often 
does, that all.the young man or woman has 
proved himself able to do, up-to-date, is to 
build air-castles of things he would like to 
do, that office readily dispenses with his 
assistance. 

Some such question should frequently be 
asked every Christian: “What, as a Chris- 
tian, can you do?” “Greater things than 
these shall ye do,” promised the Master,— 
and His promise had in it a command. Have 
you begun to fulfil the promise, obey the 
command? 

Every Christian should have his specialty, 
—some one thing, at least, that he can do, 
greater than Christ did in Galilee. Does 
that sound impious? It simply takes Christ 
at His word. Why, what modern carpenter, 
with modern tools and methods, is not able 
to turn out better work than was done by 
the Carpenter of Nazareth? Were it not so, 
the material progress of all these centuries 
were in vain. And would not the spiritual 
progress of all these centuries “of our Lord” 
be in vain if God were not able to do deeds 
through us that He did not do through Je- 
sus, encompassed as was our Savior’s early 
life by Jewish bigotry, Roman cruelty, and 
the ignorance and passion of the mob? 


TAKE HIM AT HIS WORD 


Oh, that Christians would take Christ at 
His word, get faith but as a grain of mus- 
tard seed, let God assume control of them, 
begin where Christ and His true followers 
left off, and carry the Church triumphantly 
and irresistibly forward to universal tri- 
umph! Greater things, greater things all 
the time—that is the only way to avoid less 
things and least things. And for this pro- 
gress the world is not responsible, nor our 
generation, nor our church, but just you 
and I. 

The test of our consecration is our power. 
If Christ strengthens us, we can do all 
things—all things He will ask us todo. For 
the purposes of those deeds we shall be as 
strong as Christ, just as the burning glass, 
for the purpose of its task, is as strong as 
the sun. 

Now you would surely hold it to be a dis- 
grace if an author could point to no printed 
book of his, to no circle of readers, however 
small, that had been influenced by his pen. 
You would think something wrong if an 
architect’s work all existed on paper, and 
none of it in enduring brick and_ stone. 
What credit would a cook get from her 
recipes if she had never embodied one of 
them in toothsome viands? Should not we 
Christians feel it as necessary for our cred- 
it to have some definite Christian accom- 
plishment to point to as a cook to have a 
cake? 

No; say what you will about the blessed- 
ness of trustful folded hands; sing “Noth- 
ing but leaves” at the top of your voice, and 
quote till you are hoarse Milton’s magnifi- 
cent line: 


“They also serve who only stand and wait,” 
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-bursts at the touch of the finger of sorrow, 


and yet, in spite of the truth and beauty 
of it all, unless you are blind as Milton, or 
smitten with some other rare and deep afflic- 
tion, if you acquiesce in weakness you are 
persuading yourself out of consecration and 
into desecration. 


“A WEAK CHRISTIAN” 


For there is no such being as a weak 
Christian. To put those two words together 
is impious. “All power is given unto me,” 
said Christ, and, “If ye ask anything in my 
name, I will do it.” If we are His, we must 
be powerful. And therefore a test of your 
consecration—and a very true test—is the 
number and the difficulty of the things you 
can do. 

What are some of these ways in which 
consecration is manifested in power? The 
simple, frank acknowledgment of Christ be- 
fore men; the words, “I love Jesus,” that 
win others to love Him, too; the quiet and 
modest assertion of conviction, that compels 
at least respect for that conviction, if not 
assent to it; the uncompromising rebuke of 
evil that, while not in the slightest degree 
Pharisaic, causes vice to fall back before it 
as the Roman soldiers fell to the ground 
before Christ; the steady adherence to duty, 
strong to thrust aside the temptations of 
pleasure and the insinuations of sloth. 


THE TRANSFORMATION 


Yes, and ere long, beginning with such 
rudiments as these, the consecrated Chris- 
tian, who has taken God at His word and 
permitted the divine forces to flow through 
his being, will find himself gradually trans- 
formed. He is growing up into the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ. He 
has grown by decreasing, and letting Christ 
increase in him. Delighted, he feels strange 
stirrings of new powers. 

To different Christians different gifts are 
given. For some, the stammering tongue is 
anointed with eloquence. For some, the 
awkward manners are robed with regnant 
tact. For some, the dull brain is made 
mighty with convincing argument. For 
some, the aimless hands are graced with 
gifts of healing and of comfort. For some, 
the cold heart is set ablaze with a fire that 
draws all men to it. 

No man knows before hand what will be 
his consecration gift of power. It comes 
often as a sweet surprise, so diverse from 
our plans and expectations as fully to prove 
it God’s gift and not our own obtaining. 

But it comes. That is the blessed fact, 
proved by the experience of myriads of 
strong, consecrated Christians, whose only 
capital to start with was utter weakness 
and unwisdom, and who have been led by 
their consecration into rich surprises of 
power. 


And so, if you wish to know whether you 
are consecrated to Christ, you have but to 
answer honestly these three questions: Am 
I growing more peaceful? Am I getting 
happier? Am I becoming more powerful, 
influential, and effective? These are Christ’s 
three gifts to His consecrated followers. 


PRIVILEGES AND DUTIES, 

May I not say that besides heing three 
gifts these are three duties also? -Wherever 
Christ says May, God says Ought. If 
Christ puts peace within our easy reach, it 
is a sin to let our hearts be troubled: .. If 
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Christ offers us‘ happiness, it is a sin to 
choose misery or the blues. If Christ holds 
out to us power, it is a sin to be satisfied 
with any weakness. If it is possible for us 
to be consecrated, then if we are not conse- 
crated we are desecrated. 

Con-secrated means to be sacred all over. 
We are easily content to be sacred in spots. 
We applaud ourselves when we hold ten 
minutes a day sacred to prayer. Con-secra- 
tion asks for that, but asks also that no min- 
ute of the day be without the spirit of 
prayer. We congratulate ourselves on set- 
ting apart one-tenth of our income to the 
Lord’s work. Con-secration will have that, 
but demands also that all of our goods be 
held at God’s instant disposal. We grow 
conceited over our service in Sunday-school 
and prayer-meeting. Consecration requires 
that, but requires also that all our business 
shall be transformed into our Father’s busi- 
ness. In short, the command of consecration 
is parallel to Christ’s startling command 
that we be perfect,—as perfect in our sphere 
as God is in His. 

And so I would repeat it with all possible 
emphasis: Not only are we privileged to re- 
ceive these three consecration gifts, but it is 
our duty to obtain them,—our duty because 
it is our privilege——our duty to become 
peaceful, our duty to become happy, our 
duty to become powerful. 


HOW TO BE CONSECRATED 


“But how are we to do it?” I hear you 
ask, and I hope you are not a Christian 
that ask it. If so, you are a Christian only 
in name, and have even forgotten what con- 
stitutes a Christian. 

A Christian is a man who is consecrated 
to Christ. To speak of “a consecrated 
Christian” is as if one should talk about 
a round circle. A Christian is a man who, 
captured completely by the wonderful story 
of Jesus, sees in the Man of Galilee more 
than a bodying forth of Ged that men might 
come to know Him; more than a Savior 
from the sins of the world; sees in Him 
Immanuel, “God with us.” 

To a Christian, Christ is “never so far 
off as even to be near.” Christ is in the 
the Christian, “the hope of glory.” The 
Christian is in Christ, growing up into the 
measure of the stature of His fulness. The 
Christian has yielded up to Christ his old 
self and has received a new self. He has 
lost his old life, and found it again, infinite- 
ly beautified and strengthened. And so the 
Christian finds it as simple to be conse- 
crated to Christ as to be devoted to Himself. 


THE TWO MOUNTAINS 


Simple and plain, but not easy. It means 
only one thing, but that is the hardest thing 
in the universe—to give up. At the doors 
of consecration there is a vast mountain; 
the earth groans under the weight of 
it, but all the heavens smile above 
it, for it is made up of what our 
fathers and mothers, and men and women 
like them, threw away when they entered 
the portal of consecration, the Door. There 
are fond ambitions, dreams of wealth, long- 
ings for power, hunger for applause, human 
passions, pleasures, occupations. Many a 
scholar’s books are there, many a beauty’s 
laces, many a merchant’s bank account, 
many a rich house and costly dinner and 
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rare accomplishment—all in a vast, corrupt- 
ing heap. 

To be sure, on the other side of the Door 
is another mountain, vaster far, steeped in 
ineffable glory, crowded with delights incon- 
ceivable, a myriad joys for one in the moun- 
tain of resignation; but I do not care just 
now to speak of that. The essential fact is 
that consecrated people are those who have 
given up, given up everything, given up 
utterly, absolutely surrendered themselves 
into Christ’s hands, saying, “Blessed Lord, 
Thou art worthy to rule over me, and I am 
unworthy even to follow. Amazed and 
grateful, I take Thee at Thy Word, and 
yield myself to Thy control. Do with me 
just what Thou wilt, and I know I shall be 
peaceful, and happy, and strong.” 


RECONSECRATION 


“But if one makes this entire surrender 
when he becomes a Christian,” again you 
ask, “if it is done once—that once—can tt 
ever be done again? Can he take himself 
back and surrender himself anew? Is there 
such a thing as reconsecration?” 

In the sense of this question, no. I wish 
the phrase, “I wish to reconsecrate myself,” 
was heard less frequently in our consecra- 
tion meetings, simply because I object to 
any stereotyped phrase; but surely those 
who use it do not mean that in the interval 
between the last and the present consecra- 
tion meetings they have recalled the gift 
they once made to Christ, and wish to make 
it over again. 

The phrase is simply a recognition of the 
fact that there is in consecration an element 
of growth as well as an element of sur- 
render. Once only can we yield ourselves 
to be the Lord’s, but it takes many a year 
of living to understand the full meaning 
of that act, to assume its full responsibil- 
ities and reap its full reward. 

Two human souls are consecrated to each 
other at the marriage altar. If the mar- 
riage is made in heaven as well as on earth, 
the two have given themselves to each other 
fully; freely, without reservation; and a 
marriage service once a month for the re- 
mainder of their lives would not make the 
tie a whit more real and sacred to them. 
None the less, they gain delight and profit 
from the celebration of their wedding anni- 
versaries, and especially when the silver 
and golden wedding days come around; and 
each commemoration serves, in a sense, to 
reconsecrate them to each other, and make 
clearer the duties as well as the joys of 
their first consecration. 


WHY WE HOLD IT 
And that is why we Christians, wedded 


to Christ and one body with Him, hold our. 


monthly Christian Endeavor consecration 
service. It is because we see that our initial 
consecration was only the beginning, to pe 
unfolded through many hard, but blessed, 
years. We wish to testify our constant al- 
legiance to it—each one of us—and hence 
the roll-call. We wish to tell each other 
how we have been getting on in our lives 
of consecration, to ask advice, to give it 
and receive it—and so it is a testimony 
meeting. Most of all, we wish to drawn 
near to Him whose we are, into whom we 
are growing—and so it is a prayer-meeting, 
and, in the experience of many thousands, 
a pentecostal meeting. 
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Magnify this blessed gathering, young 
soldiers of the cross! Enshrine it in your 
heart’s best affections. Be true to it as 
you would be true to a diamond mine, for 
in it lie wealth for you and joys you can- 
not imagine. 

A LOOK AHEAD 

Oh, Endeavorers, look but a little way 
to the futureward, over a space of time 
scarce equal to that you have already pass- 
ed, and if your eager eyes could pierce a 
certain dark and impenetrable curtain, what 
would they see? e 

They would see a world far more real 
than this. Not a beauty, not a pleasure, 
not a satisfaction of this world is lacking 
there. Nothing is lacking but sorrow and 
failure and disappointment and worry ana 
sickness and sin. 

They would see men and women, just 
like you and me, doing just such sorts of 
things as we are doing here, if we are con- 
secrated, only using marvelous tools and 
powers that have never entered into the 
wildest theories of science or dreams of the 
poets. 

And about the whole thing—great, beau- 
tiful world and wonderful beings doing 
their wonderful tasks—there would be noth- 
ing unreal, or ghostly, or even strange. It 
would seem far more real and natural than 
this familiar old earth of ours. And if 
we thought about it, we should soon discov- 
er the reason why: it is because heaven is 
one long consecration meeting. It is be- 
cause the peace and happiness and power 
learned by consecration here are the keys 
to that life which is the life eternal. 

Oh, Endeavorers, Endeavorers—half 
through, many of you, with your stay here 
among dollars and broadcloth and mahog- 
any and mirrors—I summon you to your 
true interests. If you have never yet heed- 
ed the call, these words you are now read- 
ing are to you the most important words 
you have ever yet seen. 

In the name of the endless years I warn 
you to have done with things mortal. Do 
your work no longer for the day, but con- 
secrate it te heaven’s to-morrow. Take your 
rest no longer for the night, but dedicate 
it to the world that has no night. Eat and 
drink and do all for the glory of God. Let 
go of yourself. Seize hold on Christ. 

For the first time become a man, a wom- 
an, by becoming a Christian. Wholeness is 
holiness. There is no gain except by giving 
up. There is no victory except through sur- 
render. Consecrate yourself, and then ask 
God to consecrate your consecration From 
Our Crowning Meeting. 


FEDERAL COUNCIL OF THE 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
IN AMERICA 





For the Week of Prayer, January 2-9, 1916 





General Theme—PEACE and UNITY 

Sunday, Jan. 2. Sermons on Reconcilia- 
tion. Isa. 54:10. Acts 10:36. Rom. 5:11. 
2 Cor. 5: 18, 19. 

Monday, Jan. 3. Peace: 
and National. Isa. 12. 
Rom. 13.° 1 Tim. 2: 1-8. 

Tuesday, Jan. 4. Peace Through Chris- 
tian Service for Jews and Gentiles, Abroad 


International 
Acts 17: 22-31. 
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and at Home. For all Missionary Societies. 
Ps. 67. Isa. 49: 3-18. Acts 1:1-8. Mark 
5: 1-20; 6: 1-6. 

Wednesday, Jan. 5. Unity in the 
Church Throughout the World. Ps. 133. 
Isa. 26:3; 57:19. John 17. Eph. 4: 1-16. 
1 Cor. 12: 12-27. 

Thursday, Jan. 6. Peace by Education 
in Schools, Colleges, and Universities. Ps. 
119: 9-16. Prov. 3: 1-26; 8: 22-36. Isa. 32: 
36, 17. 

Friday, Jan. 7. The Family and Youth; 
Spiritual Training. Deut. 6:4-9. Ps. 34. 
Ps. 122. Matt. 18: 1-14. 2 Tim. 3: 14-17. 

Saturday, Jan. 8. Peace Through Broth- 
erhood; Reform and Social Service. To 
Promote Health, Labor Conditions, Purity 
and Temperance. Ps. 85: 9-13. Ps. 87. Isa. 
88: 20-24. Luke 10: 25-37. Rom. 12: 14. 

Sunday, Jan. 9. Sermons: The Prince of 
Peace in Victory and Glory. Ps. 110:1. 
Isa. 9: 6, 7; Luke 19: 88. Eph, 2: 14. 1 Cor. 
15:25. 1 Tim. 6:15. Heb. 10:12, 13. 
Rev. 19: 16. 


Topic for January 2, 1916 





WHAT IS CONSECRATION? 
Mark 12: 28-34 





The Scripture: 


And one of the scribes came, and having heard 
them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had 
answered them well, asked him, Which is the first 
commandment of all? And Jesus answered him, The 
first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; 
The Lord our God is one Lord: And thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength: this is the first commandment. And the 
second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself. There is none other commandment 
greater than these. And the scribe said unto him, 
Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is 
one God; and there is none other but he: And to 
love him with all the heart, and with all the un- 
derstanding, and with all the soul, and with all the 
strength, and to love his‘ neighbour as himself, is 
more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. 
And when Jesus saw that he answered so discreetly, 
he said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom 
of God. And no man after that durst ask him any 
question. 





The Leader: We begin a new year of 
Christian service to-night. God has been 
good to us. We should return Him thanks. 
But our best thanks will be rendered by 
turning our faces to the future resolutely, 
hopefully, prayerfully, with full consecra- 
tion to His service. Consecration recog- 
nizes God’s sovereignty and oneness. It al- 
so recognizes man. We acknowledge God’s 
sovereignty by our service to fellow men in 
His name. Let this be the spirit of our 
Christian effort for the coming year. 

Subjects for Brief Essays: Consecration; 
The Consecration Meeting; Service to Man; 
Love to God; The Fruits of Consecration; 
The Method of Consecration; Knowing We 
Are His; Worship and Consecration; The 
Fruitful Life in Christ. 

Questions for Meditation and Answer: 
Why do we need consecration meetings? 
How can we know we are consecrated? 
What is consecration? What helps us in 
consecrating ourselves? What are the 
fruits of consecration? The joys? The 
obligations? The privileges? What part 
has love in consecration? Am I conse- 
crated? 


NOTES 


We have an excellent word from Presi- 
dent E. A. Watkins and also from Brother 
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J. C. DeRemer for the next issue. They 
address words of cheer to our Endeavorers. 
Be sure to watch. for them. 

Let every live corresponding secretary 
write the Secretary what his or her society 
did for Christmas and New Year. It will 
do us all good to know. 

Every one should read the Peace and 
Unity Scriptures sent out by the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America 
for the week from Jan. 2-9. Surely we need 
peace and unity. 

Evangelist Victor Lightbourne gave a 
splendid message to the Elon Endeavorerson 
the second Sunday of December. There was 
one conversion. Christian Endeavor’s great 
field in college is evangelism. 

Rev. M. V. Hathaway reports to me that 
the newly-organized society at Trimble is 
the best he ever attended. They organized 
with nineteen members and now have al- 
most thirty. It was just organized on 
November 6. Brockville Endeavor is re- 
ported in a growing condition. They organ- 
ized with twenty members on November 9 
and now have twenty-six. They think the 
work fine. Let all the corresponding secre- 
taries please write me a note about your 
work occasionally.—Rev. F. G. Bell, Chris- 
tian Endeavor Secretary Southwestern Con- 
ference, Calhoun, Ill. 








HOME MISSIONS 


Rev. Omer S. Thomas - - Secretary 
Dayton, Ohio 


MEMBER 
EVERY CH URCH Giving 
SUNDAY 


Twenty thousand dollars for home mis- 
sions this year. All in favor say, “Aye.” 








Word comes that the work at Eastport, 
Maine, is progressing in a fine way. They 
are still realizing from the inspiration of 
the visit of the president of The American 
Christian Convention. 





Twenty thousand dollars this year for 
home missions. What is your share? Will 
you now down in your heart decide to in- 
crease your offering this year that the in- 
crease may be realized? 





If you think that the things that the 
Home Mission Secretary says are only the- 
ory, turn to page twenty-six of THE HERALD 
of December 16, and read the first part of 
the little article of Dr. Coffin’s, down in tne 
right-hand corner. 





Brother L. F. Johnson writes that they 
reached another “high-water mark” last 
Sunday evening. They have also organized 
a new class in the Sunday-school and are 
planning to add a young men’s organization 
to the church. He reports that the outlook 
is fine for the month of December to be a 
great month for the Vanderveer church. 





Have you noticed the new heading to the 
Mission Department this week? Don’t you 
think that it is neat and suggestive? If 
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WE PAY $80 A MONTH SALARY 


and furnish rig and allexpenses to introduc 
our guaran poultry and stock powders. 
BIGLER COMPANY, X646, SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 








you are a pastor, I believe it would be a 
good plan for you to cut it out and paste 
it on a neat card and hang it over your 
study table, especially if you have not 
taken the Every-member Canvass. Why not 
have this for your financial motto also? 





The Rural Life Problem was not solved 
in the meeting at Columbus last week, but 
there were plans set in motion that are gu 
ing to mean a mighty force in the solution 
of that great question. There are places 
in the country where it is not a problem, 
but there are many places where the 
Church must be learning that the work of 
the Master has placed on her a mighty re- 
sponsibility. President Wilson said in hts 
address before the conference that the most 
vitalizing force in the world is Christian- 
ity. If that be true, and we believe that 
it is, then as a Church we have a mighty 
responsibility in bringing the fuller life to 
the many rural churches that we have. 
Perhaps the greatest theme of the 
conference was The Larger Ministry. I am 
sorry that all the pastors of country 
churches in the denomination could not have 
been there and sat at the feet of the great 
teachers who were there. 


THE CHURCH AND THE NATIONS 


If your church is going in for missionary 
education, you should enter the campaign 
we have just announced through corre- 
spondence with the churches and pastors. 
The subject of this campaign is given in the 
heading of this article. The motto, “Thy 
Kingdom Come, Thy Will Be Done on 
Earth.” 

We have four free pamphlets that will 
assist you in the campaign, and will be 
very glad to send them to you on applica- 
tion. Send a postal card to-day. These 
pamphlets are: 

First: A catalogue of missionary plays 
and pageants that are now becoming so 
popular in the teaching of missions. This 
contains also a list of costumes and out- 
fits that ean be rented, and a list of stereop- 
ticon lectures and slides for rent. 


Second: Popular programs on “The 
Church and the Nations.” These programs 
are based on the current mission study 
books and show how the thoughts of these 
books may be transmitted to a popurar 
audience. 


Third: A pamphlet that is especially pre- 
pared for pastors, “Pastor Pointers.” Just 
let me whisper to you here, Mr. Parson, 
there are in this pamphlet some mighty 
good pointers for sermons. I am sure you 
are always glad for these. 


Fourth: “The Bible Among the Nations, 
by Henry Otis Dwight. This is a pamphlet 
that you would appreciate in permanent 
form in your library, showing the mission- 
ary force of the Bible and the society that 
has had so much to do with the scattering 
of its seed in the homes of the world. 

Remember that a post-card to either Dr. 
Morrill or myself will bring any of these 
pamphlets to you. We are anxious to get 
them in your hands. 
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FOREIGN 


Rev. M. T. Morrill - - 
Dayton, Ohie 


$35,000.00 


THIS YEAR FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS 


MISSIONS 


Secretary 


A DAY’S WAGES FOR FOREIGN MIS- 
SIONS: WATCH FOR THE PARTICU- 
LARS. 





Sunday morning, Dec. 12, the Foreign 
Secretary spent with Rev. G. B. Garner and 
his people at Berkey, Ohio. The church 
building has just been renovated inside, and 
is handsome. We understand that the La- 
dies’ Aid Society has provided for the ex- 
pense. Things are in fine shape for work 
there now. Pastor Garner has a fine parish 
of progressive people, and is happy in his 
work. Mr. Garner is a splendid pastor’s as- 
sistant. We wish the people at Berkey 
great success in their field, and hope that 
they may catch the ideal and make theirs 
a commanding country church and commun- 
ity center. 





Recently the Foreign Secretary supplied 
the pulpit at Columbus Grove, and had a 
most enjoyable day, except that a lively 
storm struck it before evening service. The 
Men’s Bible Class is interesting and awake. 
We asked them some very pointed questions, 
and had some very surprising and pointed 
replies. We wonder how far the opinions 
of those men agree with the opinions of 
the average church man. Do you think 
that the Golden Rule can be lived by a busi- 
ness man to-day? Do you think it prac- 
ticable to love your neighbor as yourself? 
Is the gospel too idealistic? Can your twen- 
tieth century society live up to the Lord’s 
teaching about divorce, or is that an ideal 
considerably ahead of our time? 


A DAY’S WAGES FOR FOREIGN MIS- 
SIONS: WATCH FOR THE PARTICU- 
LARS. 


LOOK AT OUR HEAD 


That is, look at the head of this column, 
and notice: “$35,000.00 this year for for- 
eign missions.” That is our goal, and we 
are going to explain how it can be reached. 
We will test the readers of THE HERALD 
to see if they read this column. The ex- 
plantation will come. Can you guess it out? 


NEWS BULLETINS 

We have made a new departure by pub- 
lishing a series of news bulletins about our 
foreign missionary work, which bulletins 
will be mailed to our constituency at short 
intervals through the year to keep the peo- 
ple posted on the progress of the work. If 
you want to receive them all, send us a pos- 
tal saying so, and your name will be put 
on the mailing list. Do it now. 





WE ARE GOOD WAITERS 
There is in hand the sum of $108.91 for 
the Porto Rico auto. A letter from Virginia 
locates $35.00 more for the fund, and we 
have the promise of $25.00 from the West. 
Slow work, isn’t it, when everybody is busy, 
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business is booming, and wages are at the 
top of the scale? But say what you will, 
we must and will have that auto! Again 
Mr. Barrett has written inquiring about the 
fund’s progress, indicating that the old car- 
riage is just at the point of the deacon’s 
“one-hoss shay,” when it went to smash. 


Wouldn’t it have been fine if we could have © 


sent the auto as a Christmas present to the 
mission? 

If you, or your church, or your Endeavor 
Society, or your Suuday-school still want to 
send a Christmas present toward the auto, 
that will be welcome. Recently the Sunday- 
school at First church, Dayton, took a spe- 
cial offering toward the fund. A good ex- 
ample. 


A DAY’S WAGES FOR FOREIGN MIS- 
SIONS: WATCH FOR THE PARTICU- 
LARS. 


NEW MISSIONARY POSTERS 


One of the most popular pieces of printed 
matter we have ever sent out was the mis- 
sionary poster containing pictures of our 
missionaries. We are now having entirely 
new pictures made, and they will be larger 
than the former ones, and as soon as possi- 
ble they will be printed. You will want 
them. Send a postal card order, and we 
will send posters when they are ready. First 
come, first served. 

In the December Christian Missionary 
appear pictures of the two new chapels in 
Japan. Soon we will have handsome new 
pictures of the Ponce church to show you. 





LAYMEN AT TOLEDO 

It was a pity that none of our laymen 
got to the Laymen’s Missionary Convention 
at Toledo. The registration this year sur- 
passed that of five years ago, and was re- 
ported to be over 1,700; but the men who 
actually attended numbered from 2,500 to 
4,000 or 5,000. The program was first- 
class. We had hoped to have a rally of our 
people, but there were none to rally, except 
Prof. Caris and Rev. G. B. Garner. 

The attendance at the conventions tnus 
far has largely exceeded that of the cam- 
paign five or six years ago. It is evident 
that the men are really getting into the 
missionary work. 


THE DANVILLE CONFERENCE 


Perhaps it is a little ungracious for the 
presiding officer of the Danville Conference 
to laud or criticise the meeting; but, on the 
other hand, perhaps no one has so good a 


chance to observe the work in detail. The 
presiding officer therefore expresses his be- 
lief that the meeting was successful, and 
echoes the voice of one who, during a per- 
iod of intercession, thanked God that Rev. 
C. P. Garman was led to promote the con- 
ference held at Dayton last year, which 
paved the way for this. It was eminently 
fitting that Mr. Garman should share in 
our united prayer for himself, family, and 
work. 

It was most gratifying to see how quick- 
ly everybody got into the spirit of the occa- 
sion. People were there for business, and 
stuck to it with patience, prayer, and open 
mind. 

One element of success was the thorough 
preparation of everybody on the program. 
No instructor, no speaker, depended on his 
“general knowledge” or momentary inspira- 
tion. We owe much to the men and women 
who made such good preparation and freely 
gave their time. All the classes were well 
attended, except that taught by the writer, 
and that was small because so few of the 
young people were in the conference. 

Another element of success was contrib- 
uted by the Danville people. Their enter- 
tainment and catering deserve high praise. 
Pastor Sando directed the church side of 
the meeting with wisdom and care. We 
hope that he and his church may reap good 
results as part of their reward. It was ask- 
ing much to have the Danville people pre- 
sent the mock trial, in addition to their 
work of entertaining us; but they willingly 
did as they were asked to, and deserve 
praise for their achievement. There was 
some mental questioning in the conference 
as to the “play” idea of presenting religious 
truth; but before the trial of Christian 
America had concluded, all such doubt was 
driven from people’s minds, if their faces 
were an index, and deep conviction was reg- 
istered instead. 


Including instructors and speakers, the 
registration was forty-six. Several persens 
spent a day or more with us, but did not 
register. It was a choice and representative 
group. It may interest our readers to know 
that the gathering cost the promoting com- 
mittee about one hundred and seventy dol- 
lars, and some expense was donated. Con- 
tributions of conferences and registration 
fees amounted to one hundred and five dol- 
lars, and the sum may yet receive additions, 
But no one who was there will question the 
wisdom of the expenditure. The committee 
is ready to receive suggestions about similar 
gatherings next year. Where is one 
wanted? 


DECEMBER 23, 1915 THE 


Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 


(Please send items for this department to either 
Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lulu C. Helfenstein, 
Dayton, Ohio.) 


Some one at Ramseur, N. C., has written 
to Mrs. Powers for literature, but no name 
is signed to the letter. Therefore, we can- 
not send the leaflets. Had the address been 
blurred on the envelope, we would not have 
known where it was from, as no address 
was given in the letter. Please be careful 
about the name and address when sending 
orders for literature. Remember also to 
order books from The Christian Publishing 
Association, instead of Mrs. Powers. 


THE PLAYGROUND OF EUROPE 
A Prayer of the Nations 


Father, we pray Thee, hear us—even us! 
We have been playing at the soldier- 
game; 

Now when the passions in us rise and break 
We have enveloped Europe in a flame. 
Strong arms, brave hearts, these do we hold 

from Thee, 
These have we given at our country’s 


call; 
Now we would pray Thee, as the turmoil 


grows, 
— Thou Thy guiding hand above us 
all. 


E’en as the mother to the nursery comes 
And wisely gathers to her arms the child 
Who has grown passionate and masterful 
And struck the weaker ones, headstrong 
and wild, 
And tells him of the wrong that he has done, 
And bids him strike no more—so we to 


Thee 
Turn with a trust that One who under- 
stands 
Will comfort us, though we but blindly 
see. 


Punish us not for all the ill we do! 
Gather us, Father, to Thy warm embrace; 
Teach us to wash our hands, that, free from 


stain 
We fearlessly may meet Thee face to 
ace. 
Oh! Thou who know’st why nations rise and 


Make us not suffer for the harmful 
_ __ thought; 
Shield us, we pray Thee, from the ill and 


oss 
That we, Thy children, on ourselves have 
brought. 


Yet not as cowards come we—we are Thine, 
Strong with the strength Thou gavest us, 


to fight 
And bear the pain, nor cry if it should be 
Thy will that we should learn through 
loss the right. 
Teach us to play the soldier and the man 
As Thou would’st have us. If we pray 
for peace, 
Thou know’st no cowards call to Thee, for 


aid, 
Yet humbly, Lord, we pray, “Make wars 
to cease.” 


—M. Gurney Tyler, in The Christian Com- 
monwealth. 


WEEK OF PRAYER 


Each year, hereafter, the first week of 
January will be observed by our Woman’s 
Mission Boards as a week of prayer for mis- 
sions. A program with topics and other 
helpful material has been sent to the pres- 
ident of each local society, whose name and 
address we have (You see this is one rea- 
son for our repeated requests for reports). 
We hope that very many of our societies 
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and all of our women will remember these 
subjects for prayer. 

If you who read this notice are not mem- 
bers of a missionary society, but would 
like to unite your prayers with ours, 
please write to Mrs. Powers, 33 Gordon 
Avenue, Dayton, Ohio, for the Week of 
Prayer literature. 

It is free. We are very anxious that 
every member of each society shall have one 
of these programs. 

There is great need for prayer. Prayer 
is a very real service whicn eacn one of 
us can render. 

We are counting on your cooperation to 
make this week of prayer a week of great 
blessing and uplift to all our work. 

A. V. M. 


GIVING THANKS 


A little strength was lost each day, 
A little hope dropped by the way, 
The feet dragged slowly up the road 
The shoulders bent beneath their load, 
Courage seemed dying in the heart, 
The will played but a feeble part, 
Night brought no ease 
Day no surcease, 
From heavy cares or wearying smart, 
Then why give thanks? 


Somehow strength lasted through the day 
Hope joined with courage in the way; 
The shoulders did not drop their load, 
The feet still kept the up-hill road; 
An unseen power sustained the heart 
When flesh and will failed in their part, 
While God gave light 
By day and night 
And also grace to bear the smart, 
For this give thanks. 


Thanks for the daily bread which feeds 
The body’s wants, the spirit’s needs; 
Thanks for the keen, the quickening word; 
“He only lives who lives in God,” 
Whether his time on earth is spent 
In lordly house or labor’s tent. 
Thanks for the light 
By day and night 
Which shows the way the Master went— 
And He gave thanks. 


—Elizabeth Lord Condit, in The Inde- 
pendent. 


THE STUDY CONFERENCE 


The Mission Study Conference which was 
held recently at Danville, Illinois, was a de- 
cided success. The attendance was not 
large, but those who were there were great- 
ly benefited by the courses of study. 


Mrs. Rowe did excellent work with the 
study of “Home Missions in Action.” 


Mrs. Howsare even surpassed herself 
with “The King’s Highway.” 

Dr. Millie J. Chapman, of Springboro, 
Pa., was in attendance and gave very help- 
ful suggestions in the study classes, as well 
as in general discussions. 

Miss Roberts gave three excellent ad- 
dresses, in which she presented her views 
of mission work with young people and 
children. 

The methods hours were full of interest, 
and the listeners kept pencils busy taking 
notes to carry home. 

The “Indictment of Christian America,” 
given by members of the Danville church, 
was well rendered. 

The Missionary Doxology was sung be- 
fore each meal. : 

All hymns used during the conference 
were taken from “The Missionary Hymnal,” 
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and they were greatly enjoyed by all. We 
sold twenty-two copies of the “Missionary 
Hymnal” to persons in attendance at the 
conference, and the pastor of the Danville 
church bought all that we had left to use 
in his church services. Other preachers 
spoke of securing the “Hymnal” to use in 
their churches. We shall have more of a 
missionary spirit when we have sung mis- 
sionary hymns for a while. 

The women of the Danville church are 
ready to organize a missionary society. We 
hope to hear very soon that they have com- 
pleted the organization. 

Mrs. EMMA S. POWERS. 





EDUCATION 


Rev. W. G. Sargent. B. A.. = - Secretary 
Providence, R. I. 


MEETING OF THE EDUCATIONAL 
BOARD 


The Educational Board will meet in exec- 
utive session in the Christian Publishing 
Association Building, Dayton, Ohio, Wed- 
nesday, January 12, at 9 a.m. All persons 
having business that should properly come 
before the Board for consideration will 
kindly see that the same is presented to the 
Secretary, or some member of the Board, 
before or on that date. If communications 
are sent to Providence, they must reach the 
Secretary before January 8. 

W. G. SARGENT, 
Sec’y Department of Education. 
11 Rutland St., Providence, R. I. 
December 15, 1915. 


LECTURE AT STARKEY SEMINARY 


Dr. S. E. Eastman, pastor of the Park 
church, of Elmira, N. Y., gave a delightful 
lecture at Starkey Seminary, Lakemont, N. 
Y., on the evening of December 14, 1915. 
His subject was The Youth of Booker T. 
Washington, and the development of the lad 
was graphically drawn from his boyhood 
as a slave up to his taking his great work at 
Tuskeegee. The moral was evident, that 
any white boy with the advantages that are 
common to-day has a far better chance than 
the almost helpless boy of a race that was 
despised. But the lad who was determined 
to make something of himself succeeded 
and became one of the foremost educators 
of the century. The students were greatly 
pleased by the lecture and expressed their 
appreciation by a rising vote. Dr. Eastman 
is one of the trustees of the Seminary, and 
spent a good part of the day in visiting 
classes and seeing the work of the school 
at first hand. M. S. 


REMITTANCES FOR THE MONTH OF 
NOVEMBER 
FOR EDUCATION 
Rays Hill and So. Pa. 


Sigslites HUN}. ic cwcccadcdacccviadens $ 1.70 

We IN ex orn ded Cagadauweaweses 1.76 

PROSMORICY «ccs cccccecccecccsosces 1.50 
Central Illinois 

PW ie cave cacedstccacucsesouwes 5.05 

WN 6. 4 us cede eneducueenaes 5.00 

URNA oo Kacdwcecicniatadedadteneess 5.00 

Merrimack 

Bast) Gratteeitas cick dctacdevavessads 1.25 
Western Indiana 

RIA. vsccdadduckdaneaentieweds 12.00 

Croys Creek ......cccccccccccececs 1.40 
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Southern Ohio 


OES MIE ois sia vedcdkexbhicsce 1.30 
Eel River 
BRN ok. Kae aueead ene kus 5.71 
PRORRONG SSOP 55 kk. ks sods swede wns 2.25 
POD dca ccdnoneerecd tk» “tanne 2.40 
New Jersey 
PRONE: .vbG cred bea os sedeaeeee 5.00 
WHER Ses coe betGros Sree rhe kc cuss 3.59 
New York Central 
TNR, i ccic bench cabkabaneuticaee es 2.70 
EERIE ni5656 5 eee ek ERR See ES 32.48 
Central Iowa 
PROD sc cccekcecsebeaokeesagiua 2.21 
Eastern Indiana 
MK Soar caulk ce uibueniem eels 1.95 
EUOMUMER. i cc cekuscbased bance 2.22 
ES es KONE OES SR ERD ESS RONEN SE 2.06 
New York Eastern 
Sen RULES. Sivcd. oo ecaeseusdas sun’ 1.10 
POON, 6665s 56 ssp denice neensss 5.00 
Union Iowa 
RE os oaks vier aaicnicaed cates 5.00 
PECRORTD DOO. ccs cn neee susens 2.20 
Northwestern Indiana 
ENON ii ccercdniaseseu ks Swekhacawn 4.91 
Rhode Island and Mass. 
me; West Bo By osiasscacsnccace 2.95 
oo ee reer ene ar 5.10 
ok earner 2.44 
SRE WHIABS iv ns.ck sens das eaecsinw 1.387 
Dr WUOINOES. & 66 ois e kkk cee udawed 1.35 
Miami Ohio 
RGU EOE 5565s ob.0.05-04.0004 045 0Sa% 2.15 
I vs ink bain d deca wGICS dee .90 
ROR. -ccteesbah winches Penncasubin 1.83 
— Pe Ske ashok ecnSieddwaxen 2.62 
PSS MS SER GMS ES REE wOM EARS RET 24.86 
Srelngiield CRIN TEED: osc cinwisckn be 6.63 
FOR FRANKLINTON 
Rhode Island and Mass. 
No: Westport SB: Sync isccwsiccccces 8.00 
New Bedford North S. S. .......... 42.00 


FRANKLINTON HARD AT WORK 


Now that all the annual conferences are 
over, we have again settled down to the 
routine work of college life. Great was the 
interest manifested in the work of Frank- 
linton by these conferences, as was shown 
in their liberal contributions to the school. 
They are jubilant over the establishment 
of a most necessary department in the col- 
lege, the theological department, which 
means much, and will greatly strengthen 
the ministerial ranks of the Afro-Christian 
Convention. 


This department will be supported in the 
main by all the conferences comprising the 
Afro-Christian Convention. The depart- 
ment was opened under favorable auspices 
with Rev. J. E. Samuels as dean. 

The following have been enrolled as stu- 
dents of this department: A. J. Holoway, 
J. B. Jones, J. W. Albright, M. T. Tyler, 
J. A. Fulcher, W. H. Sellars, H. B. Sneed, 
J. L. Copeland, S. T. Shaw, J. H. Walker, 
and J. P. Mangum. 

We are also grateful to the following 
brethren, who have consentea to be non- 
resident lecturers, viz.: Rev. S. A. Howell, 
Rev. J. A. Alexander, and Rev. A. A. 
Bright. 

These brethren, with the help of others, 
will visit us from time to time, will do their 
utmost to facilitate the work of this depart- 
ment, which is destined to become a power- 
ful factor in the development of an edu- 
cated ministry among the colored Chris- 
tians. 

The ranks of the literary departments are 
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being swelled every day. New students are 
arriving from all over the country and the 
rooms in our dormitory are nearly all taken 
up. 

Every effort is being brought to bear by 
the faculty so as to maintain a standard of 
efficiency. The general deportment of the 
student body is all that can be desired, 
and they are proving themselves worthy of 
the interest taken in their education by our 
white brotherhood throughout the field. 

Our printing department will soon be in 
full swing. Here we are expecting to in- 
culeate the spirit of industry among the 
students. This outfit is the gift of the Afro- 
Christian Convention, and consists of one 
large cylinder press and a small job print- 
ing press, and a copious supply of type, 
etc. 

We want to assure our friends that this 
medium is inadequate to convey our deep 
appreciation of the kind interest manifest- 
ed by them in this work of making men. 
We most heartily thank all those wno have 
sent us boxes, etc., and also the Christian 
church and Sunday-school of Cary, North 
Carolina, must share in our thanks, for 
their kindness in furnishing a room in the 
boys’ dormitory at a cost of $30.00. Other 
rooms are yet to be furnished. 

I trust you will pardon me, dear Dr. Bar- 
rett, for inflicting myself on you. We are 
hoping to see you and many of our dear 
friends ere this session closes. 

We are expecting to hear from some one 
soon about the gift of the piano and the 
typewriter for Franklinton. 

Yours in the King’s service, 

J. A. HENDERSON. 


DEFIANCE COLLEGE 





Dr. O. W. Powers on “Evangelism” 


Dr. Powers has made us a splendid, prof- 
itable visit, and has proven our high hopes 
and expectations when the announcement 
was made that he was coming. 

On Tuesday evening he delivered the first 
of his series of three lectures to the mem- 
bers of the Religious Association, in the 
Association room. He was greeted by a 
goodly number being present. 

His subject was Evangelism, and came 
at a very opportune time, for the students 
will be going out to hold their revival meet- 
ings next week. He spoke in parts as fol- 
lows. 

His subject was divided into two parts. 

1. Emphasis of Evangelism. 

It is the main object. These agencies of 
the Church should not be special, but gen- 
eral. We must present the saving knowl- 
edge to the world. 

2. The Message of Evangelism. 

From sin to righteousness for service. It 
must be good news, true to the spirit of 
power. Reproduce that spirit. 

It must be in every-day speech. Deliver 
the goods, get it across, make yourself un- 
derstood. Yes, have a theology, but one 
that you believe and understand. Be sure 
it contains the vital truth, Love of God. 
You can’t scare men into the kingdom. 
Convict of sin, but don’t fail to present the 
larger life, the call to service. 

Wednesday evening Dr. Powers’ subject 
was The Evangelistic Spirit. The disciples 
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waited for power, then many were saved. 
The great evangelists have gone out under 
that power. That power will be manifest 
when the conditions are met. The evangel- 
istic note is sadly wanting in most preach- 
ing. All spiritual life comes from spiritual 
beings. Pentecost works inside not out- 
side. Do you love the men to whom you 
preach? Love the man as well as his soul. 
We must pray, weep, strive, and fight with 
the sinner for his soul. 

The Church has as much responsibility as 
the pastor. 

Study the Bible, it is a good evangelist. 
Prayer is the greatest power, yet this is 
so little used. Moody said: “I would 
choose ten men who could pray well, rather 
than preach well, to win a city.” 

Dr. Powers then gave a brief account of 
his relationship to the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America. 

Thursday evening his subject was Evan- 
gelistic Methods. Love will find a way. 
There are three methods: 1. Regular 
church methods. 2. Personal effort. 3. 
Revivals. 

Aim to build a power for service. The 
motto of every church should be, “Do All 
to the Glory of God.” The minister is first 
a preacher. Every sermon should have a 
definite end. Keep the door of the church 
always open for seekers. 

Get all the community in the Sunday- 
school, and all the Sunday-school in the 
church. 

The prayer-meeting may be made evan- 
gelistic. 

The Christian Endeavor Society should 
be evangelistic. 

Personal evangelism means _ individual 
service to reach individuals. You may not 
be able to speak to every one, but you can 
speak to some one. Our business is not to 
SAVE souls, that’s God’s. Revivals have 
been from the beginning, but steady effort. 
is deemed best. Revivals are needed to give 
the church a new vision, to awaken her. A 
revival meeting cannot be measured by 
numbers won, or added to the church. Sad- 
ly it is that a conversation at regular serv- 
ices would be a surprise. 

The nastor should lead. He should hold 
his own meetings. If he has a helper, he 
should still lead. Make it plain how to 
accept Christ. Insist upon a definite devis- 
ion. 

The music is very important, and ought to 
be selected with care and be appropriate. 
It should be worshipful. 

Never use a method that will embarrass 
any one. Make the step easy, but firm. 

At the close of the series of lectures, the 
following resolutions were unanimously 
adopted, in hearty appreciation for the mes- 
sages: 


“WHEREAS, We, the members of the Relig- 
ious Association of the Christian Biblical 
Institute, have listened with unusual inter- 
est and profit to a series of lectures on 
Evangelism by Dr. O. W. Powers, and 

“WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Associa- 
tion that these lectures would make a dis- 
tinct contribution to the literature on Evan- 
gelism, therefore, be it 

“Resolved, That we heartily approve the 
decision of The Christian Publishing Asso- 
ciation to publish these lectures in book 


orm. 

“Done by order of the Association at De- 
fiance College, Defiance, Ohio, December 16, 
1915.” 


The lectures were well attended through- 


out, and much appreciated, and should be 
helpful to the young men here, at this op- 


poriune time. 
Ray F. GIBson, 
Corresponding Secretary. 
Defiance College. 
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THE STRICKLANDS AT UTICA, OHIO 


The evangelistic campaign at the First 
Christian church closed Sunday with great 
crowds and greater enthusiasm. Three 
services were held, morning, afternoon, and 
night. At each of these services Evangelist 
Strickland spoke as announced and each 
time he rose to higher and more powerful 
eloquence and a stronger appeal to the 
hearts of his hearers. 

Prof. Charles L. Strickland was in charge 
of the singing, leading with his cornet, 
sometimes joining his baritone voice with 
the other singers. A number of special 
musical selections were rendered. 


Pastor Hofmeister, assisted by the church 
officials, was busy and happy at all the 
services. No offering for the meetings had 
been made since the first week of the cam- 
paign, save at the Peace Meeting the previ- 
ous Sunday, but at each of the three meet- 
ings of this closing day, a free-will offering 
was made for the evangelist. This amount- 
ed to $190. The general expense (raised 
during the meeting) amounted to $152.05. 
A special offering of ten dollars for Defiance 
College was given during the series, mak- 
ing a grand total for the entire series of 

352.05. The committee of the church in 
charge of the campaign wish to thank all 
the friends in the community who so cheer- 
fully and generously assisted in the 
finances. 

The evangelistic message of Rev. Fred 
Guy Strickland is strong and deep and 
searching. His emphasis is on the great 
theme of Jesus, the Kingdom of God. He 
insists that to come to Jesus is to enlist 
as soldiers for the kingdom of God. He says 
that the great devil is the devil of greed. 
On the other hand, God is the Father of 
life and love. His kingdom is the human 
race governed by the law of love 
in all its relationships. 

At the closing meeting of the 
day, letters of testimonial to 
Rev. and Prof. Strickland were 
adopted by the church and con- 
gregation. 

A unanimous vote was taken 
requesting the Strickland party 
to return to Utica. This was 
more than a formal expression, 
as the sentiment is strong for a 
return engagement of the evan- 
gelists. 

The immediate results of the 
campaign are thirteen additions 
to the church and about two 
hundred reconsecrations to the 
service of Christ and His king- 
dom. A fine spirtt of unity and 
fellowship pervaded the entire 
series. 

The Strickland evangelistic 
party go from here to Roseville, 
Ohio, where they begin a cam- 
paign at once. 

On December 27 they will 
start a campaign in the Chris- 
tian church at Danville, Ohio. 





Strickland’s Epigrams 


Love laying itself down upon 
a cross is more powerful than 
the armies of Cesar. 

If you are going to be broth- 
ers in the next life, why don’t 
you begin to practice now, so you 
won’t be so awkward when you 
get over on the other side. 

If the earth is the territory 
of God’s kingdom, then we all 
come under His law, whether we 
want to or not. 

I am not opposed to the Boy 
Scouts. I am opposed to the 

militarism which is so apparent in the Boy 
Scout movement. 


The Christians of the first century were 
distinguished most of all because they re- 
fused to bear arms or fight in the legions. 

We conform to this world not so much 
by popular amusements as by yielding to 
the spirit of commercialism and war. 

A preacher of the gospel had better quote 
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the New Testament rather than to give 
famous politicians as the authority for his 
conduct. 

The Labor movement is instinctively op- 
posed to war and militarism. Surely the 
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churches ought to take as high ground as 
the labor unions. 

Armed preparedness is not a measure to 
preserve peace. If it were, Europe would 
be entirely peaceful to-day. 


Peanstiiae — 


FRED scuy 
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CHRISTIAN CHURCH, UTICA, OHIO 


If the Church had as strong a conscience 
on the subject of WAR as it has on the 
subject of booze, hen the very appearance 
of warlikeness would be distasteful to 
Christian people. 

Jesus was very tender to the down-and- 
out sinner, but He hurled scathing invec- 
tive against the respectable sinners in high 
places. 
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By what authority does any chureh of 
Jesus Christ exclude from its fellowship 
one who believes in the progress of Jesus 
and exemplifies it so far as he can in the 
character of his living?—The Utica News- 
Herald, November 25, 1915. 


MINISTERS MEET 


The Ministerial Association of the Sixth 
District of the Eel River Christian Con- 
ference met at the Christian church last 
Tuesday and held an all-day session. The 
following pastors were present: Rev. J. B. 
Fisher, of Kimmel; Rev. W. P. Minton, of 
Goshen; Rev. J. J. Beisiegle, of River Side 
Christian church, Elkhart; Rev. O. A. Har- 
ris, of the Wakarusa Christian church, and 
Rev. Mary G. Rheubottom, Millersburg 
Christian church. 

Mrs. C. O. Bechtel was present to enliven 
the occasion with music. 


The following officers were elected for the 
ensuing year: President, Rev. O. A. Har- 
ris; Secretary, Rev. J. J. Beisiegel; Press 
Reporter, Rev. Mary G. Rheubottom. 

The object of this association is to bring 
the work of the district into uniform method 
of action by combining our forces for the 
betterment of the work. 


Several important phases of the Christian 
work were taken up and discussed pro and 
con, each pastor giving his view and each 
one trying to get out of the discussion the 
facts which would be most helpful to them 
in their work. 

While this association is in the embryo, 
we believe it will be a means of bringing 
the work into a higher altitude. The preach- 
ers of this district are consecrated and their 
aim is to be of more service to God. 


A prayer-roll was suggested and acquies- 
ed in that every morning seven churches 
which are in the Sixth District and the pas- 
tors of these churches be remembered in 
prayer. It will mean something for this dis- 
trict, and when we go to conference next 
year we may have something worth while 
to talk about. 

Our revivals will soon be on in this dis- 
trict. Brother Harris begins his meeting at 
this place the first of January. The con- 
dition of his church, the fellowship and 
harmony which exist, would lead one to 
to believe there would be many souls con- 
verted. 

The work in this district seems to be 
moving on in power, with the excep‘ion of 
Leesburg, which is without a pastor, but 
I believe there is at the present time a 
revival being held in that church by Rev. 
Lucas and Rev. Stuart. Trust that great 
good may be accomplished for this church. 
Our next ministerial meeting will be held 
the latter part of February, at the River- 
side Christian church, at Elkhart. Eel 
River Christian Conference ought to re- 
joice that Brother J. J. Beisiegel has re- 
turned to work in this conference. An en- 
thusiast for Ged and humanity, a power in 
and out of the pulpit. He reports that his 
work is very encouraging ane ttat ne 3s 
well pleased with his field of labor. 

Press REPORTER FOR SIXTH DISTRICT. 


“THE MAKING OF MEN” 


Dr. W. A. Harper, 
Elon College, N. C. 

My Dear Dr. HARPER:—I have read with 
very great interest “The Making of Men.” 
Its constructiveness justifies the title of the 
work. It goes to the fundamentals of life, 
and is written in such a way that it can- 
not be otherwise than interesting and in- 
structive. 

The striking literary quality of the book 
is that while the subjects treated are pro- 
found, the language is simple and the treat- 
ment comprehensive. 

Sincerely yours, 
F. G. CorFIN. 


Albany, N. Y., October 15, 1915. 
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| “And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness ef the firmament; 
SSS" and they that turn many te righteousness as the stars forever and ever.” 








NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


Amesbury, Mass.—The congregation of 
the Christian church at this place united on 
a recent Sunday evening with the congrega- 
tion of Congregational “Union” church and 
listened to the reading of the story of The 
Other Wise Man, by Van Dyke. The story 
was read by the pastor of the Congrega- 
tional church and was illustrated by fifty 
colored stereopticon views. The fellowship 
between these two churches seems particu- 
larly close. The church seems to be very 
active in its religious and social life and 
special preparations are being made for a 
musical service in connection with the 
Christmas festival. A rumor has come to 
us that a neighboring church to the Ames- 
bury church, has been considering the mat- 
ter of calling the pastor, Rev. R. G. English, 
to a new work. With the paucity of men 
available for our pulpits, it is no wonder 
that the faithful men are looked upon with 
earnest interest. 





Walpole, N. H.—This church received a 
visit from Miss Alice True recently and the 
Christian Endeavor Society contributed 
$4.50 for foreign missions and the few 
workers were rejoiced at the visit. This 
church is only a small organization and the 
building is located in the rural district, 
with much prospect of enlargement. It 
seems impossible for the church of itself 
to sustain a pastor and regular services and 
during the past season, the pastor of a 
neighboring Congregational church has sup- 
plied the pulpit. At present, preaching 
services are not sustained, but there is a 
Sunday-school. 





Mr. and Mrs. Goodwin, of Boston, expect 
to be in St. Cloud, Florida, by Christmas 
Day, leaving their home on Monday, the 
twentieth. They will probably spend most 
of their winter in the southland, or until 
Bro. Goodwin’s health becomes more robust. 
They will be missed from the circles of our 
New England workers, because both Mr. 
and Mrs. Goodwin are greatly interested in 
the general work and are among the most 
faithful 2*tendants at the conference gath- 
erings. Their many friends will wish them 


a pleasant and prosperous journey and so- 
journ. 





Rev. C. E. Fockler, of Fall River, read 
the story of The Other Wise Man at his 
Sunday evening service, on December 12, 
and the reading was illustrated by stereop- 
ticon views. Pictures, both stereopticon and 
moving, are becoming a general feature in 
many of the city churches in New England. 
One of the pastors of a Fall River church 
recently condemned this practice in a ser- 
mon. But why not use the eye as well as 
the ear to influence the mind? 





Bogle St., Fall River, Mass.—Reports as 
to the “Every-member Canvass,” made 
recently by this church, show that the num- 
ber of contributors to the church would be 
increased from 120 to 198 people, and the 
probabilities were that the amount for mis- 
sions would be doubled. At the annual 
church meeting on the second of the month, 
it was voted to increase the salary of the 
pastor, Rev. J. A. Dillon, and it is expected 
that steps will be taken next to reduce, if 
not remove, the entire indebtedness of the 
church. These are encouraging facts and 
all will rejoice with Bro. Dillon and the 
church in these conditions. F 





_Lynn, Mass.—An evening paper of this 
city prints almost in full the sermon of 
Rev. N. M. Heikes, delivered on the evening 


of December 12, the sermon being in the 
interest of no-license, on which the city 
voted on the fourteenth. The sermon was a 


strong one, unsparing in its denunciation 


of the liquor traffic, and we cannot but be- 
lieve that it was a factor in the good re- 
sults of the vote taken, for the city went 
back into the no-license column by a good 
majority. Lynn is one of the largest cities 
in. New England to vote for no-license and 
the good people are to be congratulated on 
this moral strength. 

We are glad that Bro. Heikes is able to 
be in his pulpit again and we rejoice in 
the reports of the good work of the church. 
A woman’s missionary society was organiz- 
ed recently and preparations are being 
made for an “Every-member Canvass.” 
Mrs. Williams, widow of Rev. A. A. Wil- 
liams, who organized the church, is one of 
the most devoted and faithful in work and 
loyalty to the church, and is a tower of 
strength to our cause there. 





West Mansfield, Mass.—The church at 
this place has been enjoying very much the 
visit and sermons of Rev. C. H. Baldwin, 
from Hartford, Conn. Mr. Baldwin is pur- 
suing post-graduate studies in the Hartford 
Religious University, and is considering 
taking up work with us as a people. He has 
spent three Sundays at West Mansfield and 
a few days visiting the homes, and the peo- 
ple are hoping that they will be able to 
retain him as pastor. This is somewhat 
doubtful, as the church is somewhat deplet- 
ed and may not be able to assure him the 
support that he will need. But they are en- 
thusiastic concerning him and are being 
stirred to earnest efforts to secure a regular 
pastor. Mr. Baldwin has done missionary 
work on the frontier and has been greatly 
blessed in his labors. We hope that we shall 
be able to arrange for him to enter upon 
some field with us in New England, for our 
need of well-trained men is great. 





The following program indicates the ef- 
fort to instruct and inspire the churches in 
this conference on the great work of mis- 
sions: 

Program of the Quarterly Session of the Rhode Island 
and Massachusetts Christian Conference, to be Held 


in the Christian Church, North Westport, Mas:z., 
December 16, 1915: 


10:00 a. m. Devotions, Rev. S. G. Palmer, Divh- 
ton, Mass. 

10:30. Address, Some Home Mission Obligations, 
Rev. John Kauffman, Pottersville, Mass.. Discussion 
led by Rev. J. A. Dillon, Fall River, Mass. 

11:15. Address, Denominational Missionary Aims, 
Rev. G. A. Conibear, D. D., North Fall River. Dis- 
cussion. 

12:00. Recess. 

1:30. Conference Business. 

2:00. Enlisting the Whole Church in_ Missions, 
Rev. W. G. Sargent, Providence, R. I. Discussion, 
led by Rev. C. E. Fockler, Fall River. 

3:00. -Sermon, Rev. Mr. Downing, South Ports- 
mouth, R. I. Adjournment. 

At the December meeting of the Minis- 
terial Institute of the R. I. and Mass. Con- 
ference, there was a good attendance and 
an instructive session. Papers were read 
as follows: Review by Dr. F. H. Peters of 
the book, The Psychology of Religious Ex- 
periences, by Prof. Ames, of the University 
of Chicago; review of a book by an English 
professor, entitled, Seven Questions as to 
Jesus, by Rev. John Kauffman, and an orig- 
inal paper on Preparedness, by Rev. J. W. 
Reynolds. All three of these treated of 
weighty questions and elicited earnest dis- 
cussion. The book reviewed by Dr. Peters 
was philosophical, original, profound, and 
scholarly, and while its conclusions did not 
receive the approval of the brethren, ‘Jl felt 
that the discussion was candid and inform- 
ing. The position taken by the author of 
the book reviewed by Bro. Kauffman seemed 
rather radical, but yet the discussion here 
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also was thorough and suggestive. Bro. 
Reynolds’ paper was stimulating, balanced, 
and commending in an original argument 
a certain measure of national preparedness. 
The members of the institute practically en- 
dorsed the position taken in the paper, that 
since dangers exist to national ideals, as 
evidenced by Germany in the present day, 
defense became a duty. There was also the 
fear expressed that this spirit of prepara- 
tion might easily mean a military regime 
and that the propaganda was being pushed 
by parties who always were likely to profit 
by such a policy. 

This institute or association of ministers 
of the R. I. and Mass. Conference is unique 
in its opportunity and helpfulness to minis- 
ters, being something of a school or course 
of study, an ‘intellectual gymnasium, a 
mental feast and spiritual tonic. 

G. A. CONIBEAP. 

Fall River, Mass. 


ILLINOIS 


Louisville, Dec. 18—Serious sickness, 
sleet, and ice caused an early closing at 
Milmine. While not the harvest expected, 
we believe good was done. Rev. Robert 
Harris is their beloved pastor and while his 
hair is white, he has vigor and strength 
that would put many younger men to shame. 
The good people of Milmine know how to 
treat a pastor and his helper. En route 
home I met Revs. Kerst, Baughman, and 
Price. It is a pleasure to meet the brethren. 
Found the revival at Louisville going 
and growing under the leadership of 
Pastor Mahan. We hope for good results. 
A Merry Christmas to THE HERALD family. 
—A. H. BENNETT. 


Tuscola, Dec. 17—Met Bro. W. T. Paul, 
pastor at Bethany, Tuesday, en route to be- 
gin a series of meetings at the above place. 
We wish for him abundant success. Bro. 
T. H. Wade is assisting Bro. P. O. Anderson 
in a meeting at Mt. Zion, Cumberland Co., 
this week. Bro. A. O. Jacobs was with 
Pastor S. Price, at Pierson, last week. Tus- 
cola begins her revival January 2. Breth- 
ren, pray for us. Some one hundred postal- 
cards were received by the writer from as 
many old friends on Dec. 15, as a solemn re- 
minder that another year was passing in the 
record of his earthly life. Words cannot 
express the appreciation. They all have our 
prayers. Special calls to help in revival 
work will have to be laid on the table until 
the latter part of January, because of the 
Tuscola meeting. We regret to learn that 
Deaconess Margaret Storey, of the Atwood 
church, is not in good health. Brethren, 
lend her your prayers. She is one among 
God’s most noble women and her home has 
always been such a welcome to the weary 
servant of the Lord. May she ever be 
spared to many years of usefulness. By 
the time these lines are being read, the 
annual Christmas-tide will be approaching 
us and then in another week the old year 
will have bid us adieu. But how glad we 
are it does not take with it our God and our 
Christ! Many of God’s servants will go 
with the old year, but He still is here to 
comfort and cheer. “Thou remainest.” 
Sam. 5: 19.—I. M. HOEL. 


Pomona—Dee. 3, 4, Mt. Pleasant Christian 
church held their regular monthly meeting. 
The pastor, Rev. J. B. Brooks, came at noon 
Saturday and conducted the afternoon serv- 
ices. He was greeted by a larger audience 
than usual. His subject was, The Master's 
Power of Endurance. He spoke of a few 
of the many things that Christ endured 
while on earth: how He met and overcame 
difficulties by talking to God, the Father, 
through prayer, leaving us an example that 


— 
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we, too, may surmount any obstacles, if 
our lives are hid with Christ in God. The 
Saturday evening services were attended by 
a large and appreciative audience. Bro. 
Brooks’ subject was, The Star That Leads 
Men to a Better Life, Matt. 2. He favored 
the audience with a vocal solo, A Voluntcer 
for Jesus, sung in that deep, spiritual tone 
that he possesses that reaches hearts. The 
following little poem expresses the senti- 
ment of his sermon. 


b 
T LOOK FOR FLAWS : 
Don’t teoll Tee flaws as you go through life, 


And even when you find them, 
It is wise and kind to be somewhat blind 
And look for the virtues behind them: 
For the cloudiest night has a hint of the light 
Somewhere in the shadows niding. 
It is better by far to hunt for a star, 
Than the spots on the sun abiding. 
On Sunday morning the Sunday-school held 
the regular session, with a good attendance. 
As the pastor could not be here for the 
Thanksgiving Day service, he arranged to 
have a Thanksgiving service at this time, 
preceding the morning sermon. Miss Hattie 
Fligor, the teacher of Jerusalem school, 
read a “Thanksgiving historical story” 
which refreshed our memories of the origin 
of Thanksgiving Day. Mr. Forest Wil- 
mourth, teacher of the Rock Hill school, 
favored the audience with a poem entitled, 
Why We Have Thanksgiving. Bro. Brooks 
read 1 Tim. 4, subject, Personal Obligations 
to Give Thanks. Some of the thoughts of 
the sermon, which were splendid and listen- 
ed to by a large congregation, were: We 
owe thanks to the Pilgrims, to our fore- 
fathers, to God. Thanksgiving prevents 
selfishness; we should not live for self. 
Thanksgiving prevents backsliding. Christ 
gave thanks in everything and so should 
we. In the evening Bro. Brooks conducted 
the opening service with a Thanksgiving 
testimony meeting. Many responded with 
words of praise. The Scripture lesson was 
from John 3: 1-15 and the text was—“As 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder- 
ness, even so must the Son of man be lifted 
up.” Subject, The Savior Lifted Up and 
the Look of Faith. Some of the thoughts 
were: Christ is the only remedy for sin. 
Christ must be held up from the pulpit and 
from the pew. No one should be ashamed 
of Christ. Looking to Jesus means looking 
away from self. No one can tell how the 
healing came. It was only “look and live.” 
He plead so earnestly for those who have 
already accepted Christ to remain “stead- 
fast, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord,” and for those who had 
not accepted Christ to “look and live,” to 
receive Him as a personal Savior. Our 
Woman’s Bible Study Class met at the home 
of Sister Ida Nobel, Friday, December 3. 
Had a blessed service. The next meeting 
was held at Sister Lavina Lindsey’s, 
Friday, December 17. The public school 
teachers will train the children for a Christ- 
mas and New Year program, to be rendered 
Saturday evening, January 1, 1916, before 
the preaching service. Our pastor is urg- 
ing our young people to develop the talents 
God has given them—‘“For the boys and 
girls of to-day will be the men and women 
of to-morrow.’”—CHRISSY R. HALDAMAN. 


Cobden, Dec. 12—For a month past, Rev. 
Laidrich filled his regular appointment at 
Claremont. The writer left his home on 
Monday, the sixth, and began a meeting of 
days with the Water Valley Christian 
church in Union County. We have had 
meetings at night since Monday. Bro. A. 
H. Brooks went out and collected money, 
and the writer and he purchased paint and 
began painting the church. So, with some 
little help, we are painting the house. The 
house needed painting very badly. It will 
help the looks of it very much and will be 
much better. We can’t tell much about the 
outcome of our revival. Congregations are 
small. The first part of the week the weath- 
er was clear, but the latter part of the 
week it was inclement. There is quite a 
great deal of sickness in the neighborhocd 
and it is among our best workers. Sister 


E. H. Brooks has been very much indisposed 
and Sister Arthur Griffis and Sister Charles 
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Thaes are among our best workers and of 
course it takes their friends to take care 
of them. Also, Bro. Harry is ill of tonsilitis 
and rheumatism and Bro. Rustring’s fam- 
ily is on the sick list, so it is very much 
against the meeting, but we hope for better 
things in the latter part of the meeting. 
This neighborhood certainly needs a revival 
of pure and undefiled religion, so we are 
praying for a real outpouring of His Spirit. 
Kindly ask the prayers of all in our behalf. 
We go from here to Liberty to hold a meet- 
ing. We are looking, hoping, and praying 
for a good meeting.—J. A. TRACY. 


Bone Gap, Dee. 14—The meeting-at. Hord 
was one of deep interest. The weather was 
good until right at the close and then a 
rain came and hindered some. We had five 
accessions to the church and two more came 
forward for prayer and renewal and others 
expressed a deeper interest. Rev. C. W. 
Kerst, of Atwood, IIll., was the evangelist 
and he did a great work. He is fearless, 
plain, and emotional. His illustrations were 
well arranged and carried weight. The 
church gave him a nice sum for his work. 
Hord is a good church. You can always 
count on them along those lines. I met Rev. 
H. B. Chase in Mason Saturday. His home 
is in North Dakota. I attempted to fill Rev. 
Kerst’s appointment at Hope church, but 
when I arrived at Fithian I found the whole 
earth and trees covered with a heavy sleet, 
and no one met me at Fithian. I could 
not ’phone, as the wires were down and so 
I was much disappointed in not being able 
to reach my destination. After waiting un- 
til almost night, I found some of my former 
members of Richland church, and luck to 
me, had a good place to stay until Monday, 
when I returned home. Mr. Joe Saalman 
and family, Mr. Jess Graddy and wife, Mr. 
Burt Wolf and wife, Mr. Edd Powel’s giris, 
Emmigene and Marcia, Mr. Andrew Neal- 
vill and wife, Mr. Joe Geeding and family, 
were members of Richland and live near 
Fithian. Ill. I hope that Hope church may 
meet them and keep them interested in our 
cause. Mr. Jess Graddy takes THE HERALD. 
Met Revs. A. H. Bennett and Samuel Price 
on the train as I returned home. The sleet 
and ice in the north surely did great dam- 
age. Rev. Mrs. Nash, of St. Louis, will help 
in my meeting at Poplar, January 6, 1916. 
Have several revival calls I cannot fill. A 
Merry Christmas time to the entire Chris- 
tian Publishing Association—JOHN BAvGH- 
MAN. 


INDIANA 


Alexandria—I have just closed my meet- 
ing with the Tippecanoe Christian church, 
Northwestern Indiana Conference, with sev- 
enteen additions and with others to follow 
as soon as they get their letters from other 
churches. Rev. J. H. Walker did good work, 
especially in a personal way. The church 
is much revived and very hopeful. They 
have recently repapered the church build- 
ing and put in new seats and contemplate 
painting the exterior and putting in a 
furnace next summer. We give God the 
praise for the victory—D. A. Cook. 


Hagerstown, Dec. 13—There seems to be 
quite an interest in teache¥-training at the 
Mooreland church. We have recently or- 
ganized a class of ten who have taken up 
the work. The other Sunday one of the 
young people’s classes, including forty 
young men and women, voted to take up the 
work at the beginning of the new year. We 
feel that this will solve the problem cf the 
future leadership of this particular church 
for some time to come. The greatest need 
of the Church in this age of progress is a 
leadership, trained to do effective work for 
the Master. When the young people mani- 
fest such a desire to become efficient work- 
men, we have great hopes for the future. 
—FRED CHELAN. 


Advance—We have just closed what is 
said to be the best revival meeting held at 
this place for many years. We have been 
planning and praying for months for just 
such a meeting. The fallow ground was 
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JUST IN TIME FOR CHRIST- 
MAS PRESENTS 


Great Books on the 
CULTURE OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 
By Rev. Ora Lee Pride, M. A., B. D. 


The Nurture of the Child $1.50 


The most stirring book in child culture. 
Interesting, simple, earnest. 


The Culture of Joy 


Christians cannot fail being inspired by 
this refreshing book on religious experi- 
ence. 


Looking Unto Jesus ..............0..0..0.....0.00---- $1.00 


A thrilling book on Jesus Christ as the 
great Ideal. Should be read by every 
young person. 


Growing Old Beautifully —....0.00..... $1.00 


A sweet and tender book for Father and 
Mother, and others passing near and be- 
yond the noon time of life. 


The Art of Contentment _............. $1.00 


A study in culture and success. Very de- 
lightful and encouraging. 
These books are scholarly, and yet they 
portray the keenest human interest. You will 
be pleased with them. Order from 


THE CHRISTIAN LIFE PRESS, 
720 Locust St. St. Louis, Mo. 





broken up, the seed had been sown, the field 
was white and ready for the harvest. The 
visible results were twenty-nine conversions, 
and thirty-two additions to the church. I 
believe if we had continued the meeting 
longer, many others would have came out 
on the Lord’s side. Rev. I. M. Hoel, of 
Tuscola, Ill., came to my assistance on Mon- 
day evening, Nov. 29, and remained with us 
until the close of the meeting. Brother Hoel 
is a live wire, an earnest worker, and a 
good mixer, and he made many friends 
while here. We expect to commence our 
meeting with the Pleasant View church 
the second Sunday in January. Rev. A. H. 
Bennett, of Louisville, Ill., will assist us 
there. We hope and pray to be able to 
report a victory for that church. We are 
pleased to hear that the church at Fiatt, 
Ill., is prospering under the pastorate of the 
new pastor, Rev. C. A. Fisher. The church 
that will stand by the pastor, and live in 
harmony with each other will always pros- 
per.—ROBINSON ASHBY. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 11—The work in the 
Indiana Central Conference looks encourag- 
ing indeed. The churches that have already 
held their revival meetings have been great- 
ly blessed. The work at Indianapolis looks 
promising. Average attendance at Sunday- 
school is seventy-five, with a few new faces 
making their appearance each Sunday. The 
Christian Endeavor Society is now in the 
midst of a membership contest which prom- 
ises to be a great success. At nearly every 
church service we have the privilege of 
meeting one or two who have been members 
of our Church elsewhere, but are now living 
in our city. We were pleased to have at 
our last Sunday morning service Mrs. 0. W. 
Powers, of Dayton, Ohio, and Mrs. Sunder- 
land, a former member of one of Dr. Pow- 
ers’ churches, but now living here. Come 
on, you brethren over the State, send in the 
names of the people moving from your 
churches into our city, and we will do our 
best to take care of them. Christ’s work in 
Indianapolis is going on, and those of our 
brethren who have acted the part of a 
Thomas had better take on a little of the 
faith of a Joshua, because with God’s help 
the land is going to be ours. The church 
recently held one of the best business ses- 
sions ever held in its history, on account of 
the spirit shown and the determination of 
the members to accomplish great things. 
The report of this meeting follows. The 
regular monthly business meeting of the 
Christian church of Indianapolis was held 
Friday evening, December 3. The meeting 
was called to order by the pastor, Rev. 
R. F. Pruitt. Opening prayer by Mrs. 0. 
Key, after which the following business 
was transacted. Moved and carried that 
Rev. B. W. Stoddard be released as deacon 
on account of entering the ministry. Voted 
that for the present no one be elected to fill 
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Brother Stoddard’s place. Voted thai an 
order be drawn on the treasurer to pay the 
November gas bill. Voted that an order 
be drawn on treasurer for $5.05 for repairs 
on furnace. Moved and carried that a 
board of trustees be elected, the board to 
consist of five members. The following 
were elected on the board: Rev. B. W. 
Stoddard, John Sanford, E. N. Davis, Frank 
Brown, Harry Kaufman. The following 
church officers were elected: Clerk, E. N. 
Davis; treasurer, Guy Boaz; pastoral com- 
mittee, Harry Kauffman, Mrs. John Saz- 
ford, B. W. Stoddard; spiritual committee, 
Mrs. Okey, Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Bragg; fi- 
nance committee, Mrs. Richards, Mrs. 
Smith, Mrs. Johnson, Guy Boaz, Harry 
Kauffman; church chorister, Mrs. B. W. 
Stoddard; organist, Mrs. Hale; assistant 
organist, Mrs. Johnson. Moved and carried 
that the minutes of this business session be 
sent to THE HERALD as a news item. Ad- 
journment. Closing prayer by Rev. B. W. 
Stoddard. Pray for us in Indianapolis, that 
we may be able to lead the fallen humanity 
of our city to a Christ who will save them. 
—R. F. PRvuirTrt. 


IOWA 


Barnes City, Dec. 17—Before my last 
field note had reached you, Barnes City’s 
oldest citizen, also the oldest member of our 
church, Mrs. Sarah Darland, had gone from 
earth to her heavenly reward (see obitu- 
ary). lowa is now in the grip of winter, 
yet not so severe as some places in the East, 
if newspaper reports may be relied upon. 
However, the religious atmosphere keeps up 
encouragingly, and the gospel team meet- 
ings, as well as all other church services, 
are full of interest and inspiration. We 
had good services at Forest Home last Sun- 
day morning, but omitted the evening serv- 
ice on account of funeral services at Barnes 
City in the afternoon. I sent in another 
HERALD subscription this week. How I wish 
every family in the Church would subscribe 
for and read our Church paper. I am sure 
it would do them all good.—A. W. Hook. 


Des Moines—B. Fay Mills, who once held 
a meeting in this city resulting in_ several 
thozsand conversions I understand, spoke 
thrce times in the city last Sabbath. At the 
morning service he spoke from a Bible ques- 
tion, “Have ye received the Holy Ghost?” 
He said there was a sense in which all 
Christians and even sinners had received 
the Holy Ghost, because the Holy Ghost per- 
meated everything. In the significant sense 
in which Paul meant when he asked the 
Ephesian converts this question, Mr. Mills 
pressed the question home to the heart of 
every one present. He then spoke of some 
of the evidences that follow in the life of 
the individual that receives the Holy Spirit 
in the sense Paul had in mind when he asked 
the question. He spoke of a certain banker 
who heard him speak one Sabbath evening, 
and asked him to call at the bank the next 
morning. He complied with the request and 
found twelve men waiting to see this bank- 
er. One by one he admitted them to his 
private office and heard their requests for 
money, which he had to loan, but ten, of the 
men went away with smiling countenances 
and cheerful looks, and yet they had not re- 
ceived that for which they came. At last, 
Mr. Mills said he was admitted, and having 
noticed the cheerful faces of the ten men, 
he said to the banker: “How do you do it?” 
referring to the good cheer with which he 
sent the ten men away. The banker told 
him that he always came to his office one 
hour before time to open the bank, and this 
hour was spent in communion with God, 
asking that he might direct, by His Holy 
Spirit, in all the transactions of the day. 
He was led that day to help the ten men 
see that there was better satisfaction for 
them in the future without the loan than 
there would be with it. This banker had 
received the Holy Spirit to be a help to 
others and selfishness had been eliminated, 
for the loaning of the money would have 
been a financial benefit to the bank. Mr. 
Mills’ experience here taught him that one 
should rely on the Holy Spirit for direc- 
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The Latest Song Book 


ANOTHER GREAT RODEHEAVER SONG BOOK just from the press. 
288 pages, printed from new plates, on better-than-usual paper, very attractively 
bound, the clcth edition in special made-to-order cloth. 


A Department of Children’s Songs. 
A Department of Men’s Songs. 
A Department of Chorus Selections. 





form. 


Prices 
Furnished in three bindings as follows: 


Limp 


Fifth and Ludlow Streets 


3 $9 Ooo or Oer Bor Oo Ooo Oe Oe: 











A Department of Invitation Hymns. 

A Department of Devotional Hymns. 

A fine selection of Devotional Readings. 

All the old favorites of the “Billy” Sunday campaigns. 

Dozens of new songs that have been tested in “Billy” 
Sunday campaigns, that have been received with great 
enthusiasm and that have never before appeared in book 


Orchestrated for fifteen instruments. 
Printed in both round and shaped notes. 
An excellent book for Church, Sunday-school, and Evangelistic Services. 


ey 


Single Copy Per 100 
Prepaid Not prepaid 

Sareea cunean 35¢ $25.00 

aise 25¢ 18.00 

ae 20c 15.00 
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tion in all the affairs of life. At the close 
of his sermon there was a holy hush fell 
upon the audience and we felt that we had 
been in the presence of God. Mr. Mills’ 
afternoon address was based upon the ques- 
tion, “Why I returned to the faith of my 
fathers.” It is a very interes-ing story, but 
I will not attempt to give any quotations 
from his address. He spoke at night on 
“The Deity of Christ.” As I was to speak 
at the Bethel Mission, recently established 
by some of the Christian business men and 
women of the city, I did not get to hear 
this address. I am glad to report, however, 
at the close of the sermon at the mission two 
men bowed at the altar to confess their sins 
and plead for mercy. I have been asked to 
speak at this mission about every Sabbath 
night since it was established about two 
months ago. As I have taken no church 
this year thus far, I gladly accept the op- 
portunity to preach the gospel at the mis- 
sion. The Lord willing, I will soon, be in a 
meeting at Lincoln, Kansas, with our good 
brother, R. L. Hendrickson. I ask all who 
may read these lines to pray that God may 
richly bless this meeting and greatly 
strengthen the church. I shall be pleased 
to help any of my brethren in their meet- 
ings, so far as time and strength will per- 
mit. With good-will—D. M. HELFENSTEIN. 

Correction. In my article of last week on 
“Fidelity to the Scriptures the Basis of All 
True Revivals,” near the close I say, “We 
are taught, as ministers, to show the people 
of God their sins, but we do have to be con- 
stantly clubbing the church members.” I 
meant to say, “We do not have to be con- 
stantly clubbing the church members.”— 
M. HELFENSTEIN. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Monterey, Dec. 6—I have just completed 
seven months with this church, and they 
have been fruitful ones. From June first 
till September the congregation averaged 
two hundred. Several new members have 
been taken in. Mrs. Crosby organized a 
Junior Society in the summer, which is 
growing. We have a a So- 
ciety. I must tell THE HERALD readers 
about this. At a recent meeting, thirty 


ladies were present, and the lady where the 
meeting was held, said she would double 
the offering, and when the offering was 
counted, it amounted to $60, and the lady 
drew her check for $60.00, so the total was. 
$120.00. The annual meeting and roll call 
is December 17. It is to be an all-day 
meeting. Business in the forenoon, dinner 
in the basement, and at 2: 00 p. m. roll call 
followed by an address by Rev. Dr. Pratt, 
Moderator of Berkshire County Association. 
We have a live Y. P. S. C. E. that takes. 
charge of the Sunday evening services, aver- 
age attendance fifty. All in all we are very 
much pleased with the work and the people 
are cordial and willing to work. My only 
regret in leaving Milan (though I have 
many warm friends there) is they have no 
pastor. I pray some consecrated man may 
go there to encourage the few that remain. 
—B. S. Crossy. 
NEW JERSEY 

Milford, Dec. 13—On Sunday morning, 
December 12th, the People’s Christian 
church, of this borough, organized its Sab- 
bath-school. There was an attendance of 
forty-nine, which we believe to be a fine 
showing, when it is considered that our 
church has only been in existence a month, 
although our jirst public service was only 
held the preceding Sunday. Temporary 
officers were chosen to fill their positions un- 
til the first of January, when permanent 
officers will be elected for the full yearly 
term. We are very fortunate to secure the 
services of Mrs. John Niles, as superin- 
tendent of the Primary Department. Mrs. 
Niles has unusual qualifications for the oc- 
cupancy of such an assignment, having had 
special training for such work, which she 
has been connected with for some years past. 
We were pleased to see men taking such 
interest to make this a progressive Sunday- 
school. There were about nineteen present. 
in the Men’s Bible Class, and they are 
“boosting” to pass the twenty-five mark, 
next Sunday. The Ladies’ Bible Class, 
whose enrollment was somewhat greater, 
are also planning to double their number. 
The officers chosen were: Superintendent, 
Charles G. Melick; Secretary, Mrs. Charles 
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E. Ferris; Treasurer, William Rymond; 
Organist, Miss Beulah Melick; Librarian, 
Lawrance McEntee; Assistant Librarian, 
George Reed. The teachers selected were: 
Superintendent of the Primary Department, 
Mrs. John Niles; Assistant Superintendent 
of the Primary Department, Mrs. Charles 
E. Ferris; Men’s Bible Class, Rev. B. F. 
Hoagland; Ladies’ Bible Class, Spencer B. 
Garrett; Boys’ Class, Ernest W. Thomas. 
Other classes will be added from time to 
time. The men of the church are planning 
to form a Brotherhood, and we are expect- 
ing great things from them. The members 
of our congregation are putting their untir- 
ing efforts into the work of making our 
young organization helpful to mankind in 
this community, from the beginning, and 
the interest is increasing with the rapidity 
of an onrushing stream. God certainly has 
been bountifully blessing us in our new un- 
dertaking. On Sunday morning, as on the 
previous Sunday, our hearts were gladdened 
to see souls born into the Kingdom, three 
persons going forward to the altar at the 
close of the sermon, when Bro. Hoagland 
extended the invitation for converts. The 
service was made more impressive as we 
saw a little child taken forward by the par- 
ents for consecration to the Lord’s service. 
The evening service was well attended, as 
has been all our services. Miss Hoagland 
was accompanied on the organ by Messrs. 
Frank Burgess, Elmer Hillpot, and Herman 
Paetzell with violins. The church building 
is being put into a very neat and attractive 
appearance. The exterior woodwork is be- 
ing painted and electric lights of the very 
latest design are being installed in the 
auditorium, this week, and will be in readi- 
ness for use next Sabbath. In closing, let 
us ask one favor of you, dear reader, and 
that is, pray that the revival which we ex- 
pect to begin shortly, will be the means of 
directing many a lost soul to Christ.—C. M. 


NEW YORK 


South Westerlo, Dec. 18—Our work with 
the South Westerlo Christian church began 
the first Sunday in December. We have good 
congregations at our services thus far. We 
have church services twice each Sunday, 
Christian Endeavor Sunday evening before 
preaching, and mid-week prayer-meetings. 
I find the people interested in the church 
work. and trust the Lord may use pastor 
and people to build up His work. We have 
found the people very kind to us since we 
came. We are living comfortably on what 
we found in the parsonage and what the 
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people have supplied until our own goods 
arrive. We learn that they are at the depot 
and will be brought over shortly. A regu- 
lar New York blizzard struck this section 
yesterday and last night. Snow fell to the 
depth of about thirty inches and is six feet 
in some drifts. The people console us with 
the information that such storms come very 
seldom. We have in our village a creamery, 
a flour mill that grinds wheat and buck- 
wheat flour, and a fruit evaporator. I am 
told that the creamery made 80,000 pounds 
of butter last year and will make more this 
years. My address is now South Westerlo, 
N. Y.—R. H. PEEL. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Greensboro—Last Sunday with us in the 
Piedmont section of North Carolina was a 
bright, beautiful day. The day opened 
auspiciously for us. There was good attend- 
ance at Sunday-school and nice congrega- 
tions at both the morning and evening serv- 
ices. The music was good—inspirational. 
A thanksgiving offering was taken on Sun- 
day following Thanksgiving day for The 
Christian Orphanage at Elon College. The 
offering in cash and subscriptions amount to 
$78.39. The Sunday-school makes a month- 
ly contribution of $5.00 to the Orphanage. 
The Young Men’s Baraca Class is putting 
forth special effort just now in the way of 
securing new members and they are suc- 
ceeding. The Philathea and Young Men’s 
Baraca classes in connection with the 
Ladies’ Aid Society entertained, recently, 
young ladies belonging to the Christian 
Church who are attending school at the 
State Normal and Industrial College and 
the Greensboro College for Women. We 
have an interesting class of Normal girls in 
our Sunday-school. We are glad to have 
with us in our services young ladies from 
the above-named colleges. Our report to 
conference showed all conference appor- 
tionments paid in full and that the church 
had received forty-three members during 
the year. In addition to conference appor- 
tionments members and friends of the 
church have contributed in the way of pri- 
vate contributions something like two hun- 
dred and fifty dollars for Home Missions 
and the Woman’s Missionary Society has 
raised $573 for missions. We are looking 
forward with considerable interest to a 
Convention of The National Missionary 
Campaign, which is scheduled to meet in 
Greensboro, February 9-11, 1916. A happy 
Christmas and a glad New Year to all THE 
HERALD family—P. H. FLEMING, First 
Christian church. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL CONVENTION 


It was a great convention. 

The entertaining city was Erie. But a 
few weeks previous, a tiny stream running 
through the manufacturing and little shops 
district of the city, left its banks and be- 
came a raging torrent. It had rained with- 
out ceasing for hours, but the inhabitants 
were not alarmed. They waited until the 
flood reached “high-water mark” without 
giving it particular heed. But the flood 
didn’t stop there. The waters came higher 
and higher. Cellars were flooded, first 
floors were submerged, and families were 
driven from their homes. An obstruction 
jammed in above a bridge, and the waters 
swept down two streets with such force that 
everything—streets, curbing, vehicles, and 
buildings—were carried away. Hundreds of 
homes were vacated, the mud-soaked con- 
tentsawreck. Stores and shops were stripped 
of their stocks and left a wreck. Almost 
fifty persons lost their lives and a score are 
reported missing. The calamity stirred the 
country from one end to the other. Un- 
daunted, the local committee went ahead 
with their plans for the greatest convention 
the Sunday-school forces of the State have 
ever known. 

From the moment the delegates stepped 
from the several trains, they realized that 
this was to be an epoch-making event. Some- 
how, one seemed to sense it in the atmos- 
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phere, in the surroundings, in the chance 
meetings with people who seemed glad to 
be there and glad to be alive. 

Boy Scouts met the delegates, exchanging 
baggage checks for the bags. Delegates 
were escorted to Erie’s magnificent Y. M. C. 
A. building, where everything possible had 
been arranged for the comfort and conven- 
ience of the visitors. After securing the con- 
vention package, the delegates were given 
their assignment cards, the assignments 
having been worked out by the committee 
some days in advance of the big meeting. 
Here the baggage checks were given to a 
Scout, who conducted his charge to the place 
of entertainment. 

Nine chances out of ten you will select 
your first State convention as the most won- 
derful you ever attended. It is almost al- 
ways so. It is said that the really big cir- 
cusses are more or less alike; when you 
see one, you have seen all. The same might 
be said, in a measure at least, of State con- 
ventions. There is the same bigness, the 
same appeal, wonderful singing, command- 
ing personalities, stirring messages. 

But Erie is the exception. It was the 
greatest Sabbath-school convention ever 
held in the State. It was probaly the great- 
est convention, all things considered, ever 
held in any State. For Pennsylvania leads; 
others follow. It was a great convention. 

Two persons deserve praise for this fault- 
less convention. First comes W. G. Landes, 
general secretary of the State Association. 

Mr. Landes is one of the most remarkable 
Sabbath-school leaders in the world. True, 
he is assisted and directed by a remarkable 
body of men, but the General Secretary has 
earned a place as a leader among leaders. 

A close second for the honors at Erie is 
Hermon Eldredge, a resident of the city by 
the lake, and chairman of the general com- 
mittee in charge of the arrangemerts. From 
the moment the delegates received from Boy 
Scouts checks in exchange for their baggage 
as they stepped from the train until, tired 
but happy, they bade the host and hostess 
farewell, feeling much as if they were leav- 
ing long-time friends instead of acquaint- 
ances of but a few days, the compelling 
touch of the chairman’s hand was felt 
everywhere. 

Truly, it was a great convention—From 
Sunday School Tidings. 





Obituaries 


CARRIE LUVINA COBLE (Wade), daughter of 
W. H. and Emma A. Coble, was born near Janes- 
ville, Cumberland County, Illinois, May 15, 1887. She 
departed this life December 1, 1915, aged 28 years, 
6 months, and 16 days. She was united in marriage 
to A. L. Wade, June 4, 1905. To this union was 
‘born three children—two sons, Lawrence and Harry, 
and an infant girl. She was converted in youth and 
united with the United Brethren church. Five years 
ago she transferred her membership to the New Hope 
Christian church. She lived a consistent and de- 
voted Christian, always maintained a genial and sunny 
disposition, bearing the burdens of life without com- 
plaint. She leaves a husband and three children, a 
father, brother, and one sister, and a host of relatives 
and friends. A flower plucked on earth to bloom in 
heaven. 

Asleep in Jesus, blessed sleep, 

From which none ever awake to weep. 
Funeral services conducted by Rev. H. D. Catte, of 
Willow Hill, Ill., and interment in Greenup Cemetery. 

Cc. 











Official Information 





NOTICE 


To the Pastors and Church Clerks of Ohio: 

Will you please report to me by early mail the 
names and addresses of the officers of your church? 
Be sure to give name of the church and where 
located. H. Russett Ciem, 
President Ohio State Christian Association. 


NOTICE 

The Educational Board will meet in executive session 
in The Christian Publishing House, Dayton, Ohio, 
Wednesday, January 12 at 9:00 a. m. All persons 
having business that should properly come before the 
Board for consideration will kindly see that the same 
is presented to the Secretary or some member of 
the Board on or before that date. If communica- 
tions are sent to Providence, they must reach the 
Secretary before January 8. W. G. SARGENT, 





Secretary Department of Education. 
11 Rutland St., Providence R. I. ' 
December 15, 1915. 


WANTED BY JANUARY 1, 1916 


2,900 NEW SUBSCRIBERS 


For The Herald of Gospel Liberty 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY is owned by and published in the interests of the membership of 
the Christian Church; contains 32 pages; issued weekly; furnishes news from all fields of our work ; provides 
helps for the departments of Sunday-school, Christian Endeavor, Missions, and Education. 

THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY is the greatest influence at work for the support of the Christian 
Church; and if the membership cares anything for the church to which they belong, they should likewise 
care enough for the Denominational Paper to give it their unstinted support. In view of its ownership, does 
it mean that the households who will not take it desire to say they are uninterested and unwilling to help the 
church or themselves? 

As an incentive toward getting the 2,500 new subscriptions we make this 


Special Offer to New Subscribers 
THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY will be sent to new subscribers until the end of 1916 for $1.50, the 


regule~ rice for a yearly subscription, anda 
o 


ae Premium Offer to Club Raisers 


a 
' =P ose of our readers who may secure new subscriptions, at above rate, we will give a choice of the fol- 


lowi _., scribed five books if 15¢ is remitted to cover mailing and handling charges. 


In other words, when 


cast SS mpanies order we will send THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY to a new subscriber until the 
last =5 acember, 1916, and any one of the five books that may be selected to the one sending the subscrip- 
tier 2. non-subseriber seeing this advertisement may send his own new subscription and have choice of 


boc’ ™, same rate, $1.65. 
fre oscription at that rate, postpaid. 


Not In His Steps 


A Story of the Ministerial Dead-Line of Fifty Years. 


By REV. FRANCIS T. HOOVER, M. A. 
400 pages. Size 6x 8% inches. 41 illustrations. 


The story told in “Not In His Steps” affords interesting 
glimpses of how sinister “schemes” are worked by many 
circles of church members for the attainment of selfish, 
personal ends, and how such schemes usually end in defeat 
when their inner marrow becomes known to the more 
sober-minded members who are, after all, in the majority 
in most congregations. The related circumstances, the 
wash-drawn portraits of characters, the well-drawn pen 
pictures of incidents, are not inventions of the author’s 
imagination, but have their foundation in facts such as 
exist in nearly every congregation. There is nothing im- 
aginary in the volume except the hintful names of persons 
and places. 

Of “Not In His Steps” Dr. S. Q. Helfenstein says: “ ‘Not 
In His Steps’ is a suggestive title for a book and readily 
recalls the title of another book which was widely read 
some years ago. ‘Not In His Steps’ is worthy of a wide 
reading and should be read by many. It is written in an 
interesting and racy style. The author’s analysis and de- 
scription of conditions are good and his portrayal of char- 
acter and exposure of inconsistencies gain and hold the 
attentien. The unwisdom, injustice, and unchristian 
course of some church officials are clearly and duly con- 
demned. Each chapter prepares you for the next, whose 
end you want to see before laying the book aside. If you 
want some pleasant and profitable reading for the long 
evenings that are comimg, get a copy.” 


Abraham Snethen 


Edited by J. F. BURNETT 
296 pages. Size 54% x7% inches, Price, $1.00. 


This is an autobiography of the “Barefoot Preacher,” 
one of the pioneer ministers of the Christian Church. He 
was a man of striking individuality and rare common 
sense; a natural orator who could hold audiences as long 
as he cared te speak; and this work, arranged from notes 
— - left, is a very interesting account of his life 
and work. 


All the books were published to sell at $1.00 per copy; and will be sent separate 


Modern Fables and Parables 
Moral Truth in a Nut Shell 


By REV. W. 8. HARRIS. 
352 pages. Size 6x 8% inches. 112 illustrations. 


The object of this book is to teach wisdom and morality, 
and to correct social evils. It touches modern society at 
almost every point. No one is spared—the old and the 
young, the parent and the child, the rich and the poor, the 
educated and the uneducated, all are held up to the high 
moral standard of exemplary conduct. The time is ripe 
for just such a book. The effects of selfishness and greed 
are apparent in all grades of society, and wickedness in 
high places was probably never more general. Of all the 
figures of speech fables are the strongest and clearest. 
They impress the truth so forcibly on the mind that it is 
never forgotten. 


Mr. World and Miss Church-Member 
A Twentieth-Century Allegory. 
By REV. W. 8. HARRIS 
350 pages. Size 6x 8% inches. 18 illustrations. 


“The book is a powerful allegory, somewhat after the 
style of Bunyan’s ‘Pilgrim’s Progress,’ but in no sense is it 
an imitation of any existing work of the kind. It is a mas- 
terful presentation, wrought out with excellent judgment 
and consummate skill. 

“The final results of compromise with the world are set 
forth in vivid, graphic pictures drawn on the dark shadows 
as with a pencil of fire. The downward course of the de- 
luded soul is followed, step by step; the snares and delu- 
sions of sin are exposed; the mask of vice is relentlessly 
torn away, and church-members can here see what fellow- 
ship with the world really means and whither it leads.”— 
Bishop R. Dubs, D. D., LL. D., Chicago, II. 


A Puritan Captain 


By EMANUEL C. CHARLTON 
268 pages. 54 x8 inches. Price, $1.00. 

A story of the sea, well-told, by one who graduated from 
the quarter-deck of an old-time Boston and Australian 
packet, and then spent thirteen years as a sailor mission- 
ary in Gloucester. 
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